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Since the mid-70s the far-right in North America have been on a steady rise. Their growth has coincided with a decline in Leftist organizing 
and politics, leaving fascist organizations free to gain ground in areas where the Left no longer even exists. This modem liberal Left has not 
proven itself able, or in some cases willing, to over-shadow these moves. And judging from their past track record, they’ll be even less pre¬ 
pared to combat the threat of fascism if it rallies the hearts and minds required for Round Two. 

In more recent history, militant anti-fascists across North America have "exposed, opposed and confronted” fascists, forcing them into a 
retreat... but this retreat is only a temporary one. Now would be a bad time to over-estimate our successes. History has proven that fascism, 
if left unchallenged even for a minute, will continue to grow and spread, adapting new strategies and finding new recruits. The immediate 
goal of a coordinated anti-fascist initiative will depend upon both breaking these cycles of growth for the far-right and on setting the politi¬ 
cal agenda. To do this long-term, we need to build ourselves a strong foundation to work from. 

An anti-fascist alternative has been growing for some time now. Although loosely based around the militant principles of confronting fas¬ 
cists physically and ideologically, and maintaining anon-reliance on the “cops and courts” solutions of the state, this alternative suffers most 
from being isolated and unheard. Having been bred from these conditions, Anti-Fascist Forum was initiated by a working group of anti-fas¬ 
cists in Canada and the US. Our aims as an information outlet include strengthening a network amongst anti-fascist groups and individu¬ 
als, supporting militant actions, and contributing towards ending the isolation. In practical terms, we believe that the difference between 
being one step beyond or one step behind depends on the strength of an independent and militant anti-fascist movement. 

Antifa Info-Bulletin mmmmn 

Antifa Info-Bulletin is an E-zine for researchers and activists fighting to stop the * Subscription: $20 (North America) / 

far-right and their corporate benefactors dead in their tracks. Our purpose is not $ 2 5 (Overseas) / $50 (Institutions), 

simply to document die crimes perpetrated by a burgeoning fascist movement * Bulk orders: $25 for 10 copies (postage included), 

across North America, but to analyse the re-emergence of the racist right within Rennert a STANDING ORDER 

the wider context of global capitalism and imperialism as it exists today. Request a blANU.Nfa UKUtK 

Unlike those who portray reactionaries as “outsiders” beyond the pale of the Single copies: $5 (postage included). 

“pluralist mainstream," our pu^s. is to dooimot. mri txpos. Ih' urtrtU. we l|.conceaLed cash or checks payable to 

“Anti-Fascist FOrumf* (US funds for all foreign orders). 

Fascism and its twin, clerical reaction, neither emerge from a void nor are they 
unconnected to dominant trends within the wider capitalist superstructure. For North nmnn rpnfDfjDnfDT? Pfl Rnv B39B gfoflill 1 
Americans, the predominant expression of an emergent fascist movement, is racism LnJ JJ U d JLr]®UD UU U ™ 5 * 

and white supremacy. But it isn’t the fascists alone who are responsible for stoking the lljTininitT"' TuTBIll, DBlSMI 

flames of race war or genocidal moves towards "ethnic cleansing” and a white mono- mlmrn hv woman 

culture of shopping malls, suburban enclaves, and police state surveillance. 

As the capitalist crisis deepens, dominant elites are extending the "Third World httit*// hlim DCS (I 

model” into the imperialist metropole itself Attacks upon our standard of living, llll|f«// mm U.mimi*uuul u 

union busting, racist pogroms against immigrants, organized misogyny and 
homophobia, violent anti-Semitism and anti-Black racism are exploited by the rul¬ 
ing class as ‘ wedge issues” The re-emergence of fascism within a score of 
European and North American countries can only be contextualized within the ter¬ 
minal crisis of bourgeois civilization itself. 

Failure to comprehend the contradictory nature of fascism - its simultaneous 
character as an oppositional movement and violent prop for bourgeois society - 
inevitably leads to the Mure by leftist forces to challenge and combat institutional 
racism, sexism, classism, homophobia, etc. 

Antifa Info-Bulletin is not intended to serve merely as a catalogue of fascist 
horrors. Our purpose is to function as an information network that will inform the 
emerging antifascist movement so that a consistent, unrelenting and principled 
extra-parliamentary opposition to capitalism and its pit-bulls - the fascists and 
clerical reactionaries - ultimately can emerge, so that the entire system of 
oppression and terror will be challenged and smashed! 






















The release of AF#4 coincides with a number of significant developments for ourselves and our FJSMmmmmmmmK 

allies. Not least of which has been our collective departure from the Anti-Racist Action Network f fffffff > f5Vf 

(ARANet), and the strengthening of bonds within an alternate - albeit informal - network of 
militant anti-fascists across North America. 


Within the same week that this issue rolls off the press, AFF will be conducting its first formal 
internal conference in Toronto. Members and supporters from Canada, the US and South America 
will be travelling in to discuss the future direction of AFF and other related projects. A related 
meeting is set to take place in New York City shortly thereafter and talk of launching another 
speaking tour later in the year is on the table. 

The formalizing and strengthening of such links can only be described as a positive develop¬ 
ment for all parties involved. It demonstrates exactly what AFF was designed for. In addition 
to the ongoing analysis of fascist and anti-fascist developments in relation to the dominant 
political system, future editions of AF magazine will chart this ongoing process and continue to 
serve as a forum for its contributors. 


mm-aboitmn terrorism 
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"Despite opposition from 'mainstream' feminist groups tied to 
the reactionary Democratic party, not to mention intense police 
harassment, the clinic defense movement accomplished what all 
the restraining orders, lawsuits and arrests had previously failed 
to do: put OR [Operation Rescue] on the defensive." 



CUT FROM A DIFFERENT CLOTH p is 

"Over the past ten years America's Christian Right has captured the attention 
of people around the world. Under a banner of sexual discipline and religious 
piety activists and politicians have campaigned to reverse gains won by the 
Left over the past thirty years. Human Life International is one of the major 
Catholic players within this predominantly Protestant movement." 


AHTI-FASCIST RESISTANCE 

GAINING GROUND: INTERNATIONAL ANTI-FASCISM p.28 

Following up on our previous issue’s coverage of the International Militant Anti-Fascist Network (IMAFN) launch, this 
section of the magazine has been formalized as a regular feature dedicated to network-related subjects. 

The lead article in this section, Taking Up Battlefield Positions, argues for the building of a militant anti-fascist 
alternative in North America. In response to our being 'banned' from the 1998 ARA Network conference - based on 
broadly accepted allegations of threatened physical violence - AFF activists draw a line in the sand and present a 
political case against certain dominant trends within the anti-racist movement. 

Next, we present introductions from two stateside- organizations who recently affiliated to the International Network; 
RASH (Red and Anarchist Skin Heads) NYC and RASH Bogota. Both groups are committed to building and strengthening 
a similar network on this continent. 

Also featured are the contributions of two aligned anti-fascist organizations from Europe. An article produced for AF 
by England's AFA (Anti-Fascist Action) documents the experience of their organization and details conditions very similar 
to those we face in North America. The final article, by Red Antifa of Berlin, outline new developments with the situation 
in Germany. 
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AMERICAN JIHAD 

The War Bn Abortion Bights 

by Tom Burghardt 


“Today, we have opportunities before us which, if properly exploited, 
could result in an America where abortion may indeed be perfectly legal, 
but no one can get one. The political importance of that is that in such 
an environment the forces still fighting to keep abortion legal would be 
much smaller, and far easier to deal with, than the ones we face now. In 
other words, if we make abortion unavailable, it will be a lot easier to 
make it illegal.'^ 


“IF YOU BELIEVE THAT 
ABORTION IS MURDER ..! 1 


Dr. Barnett Slepian stood in the kitchen of his upscale home in the 
Buffalo, New York suburb of Amherst on the night of October 23, 1998. 
An abortion provider who endured years of harassment, Slepian 
received more than 100 death threats but refused to cave-in and quit. 
Chatting with his wife and one of his four sons, the 52-year-old obstetri¬ 
cian had returned from synagogue moments earlier. Without warning, a 
sniper hiding in the shadows near the family swimming pool, fired a 
single shot from a high-powered rifle. The bullet crashed through the 
window striking Slepian in the chest. Crumbling to the floor, he cried 
out for help. His 15-year-old son, who was almost hit by the slug as he 
watched TV, ran to the kitchen and tried to resuscitate his father who lay 
dying in his wife’s arms. 2 3 4 * 

The ’ Remembrance Day” sniper, a serial-stalker who had struck 
four times in as many years, bagged his prey ? Authorities are searching 
for James Charles Kopp, an itinerant antiabortion militant with the 
Catholic group, Lambs of Christ."* With an arrest record stretching 
back over a dozen years and DNA evidence linking him to the crime 
scene.^ Kopp is known in “rescue” circles as “Atomic Dog,” a former 
Operation Rescue (OR) member who earned “special thanks” and a tip 
of the hat from the Army of God 9 

Ten months earlier Robert Sanderson, an off-duty cop moonlighting 
as a security guard at the New Woman All Women Health Care clinic in 


1. Mark Crutcher, Firestorm: A Guerrilla Strategy For A Pro-Life America, 1992, Life Dynam¬ 
ics, Inc., Lewisville, TX, pp. 35-36, privately printed handbook in author’s collection. 

2 . Sharon Lem, “‘Perfect Life’ Ended, NY Abortion MD first fatality of Remembrance 
Day sniper,” Ottawa Sun, October 25, 1998. 

3 . Dubbed the “Remembrance Day sniper” because of the timing of the attacks, on 
or near November u (Remembrance Day in Canada, Armistice Day in the U.S.), each 
shooting is carried out with military precision. As of this writing there have been 
four other incidents, each at the home of a prominent abortion provider: November 
8, 1994, Garson Romalis, shot and wounded in Vancouver, British Columbia; Novem¬ 
ber 10, 1995, Hugh Short, shot and wounded in Ancaster, Ontario; October 28, 
1997, an unnamed physician was shot at but not wounded in Rochester, New York; 
November 11, 1997, Jack Fainman, shot and wounded in Winnipeg, Manitoba. The 
B.C. attack on Romalis came just days after an article appeared in The New York 
Times. Commenting on Paul Hill’s murder of Dr. John Bayard Britton and clinic 
escort, James Barrett, antiabortion militant C. Roy McMillan said: “What I don’t 
understand is why he did it publicly. I think if I were to do something like that, I 
would do it clandestinely. Why go to jail for the rest of your life for doing some¬ 
thing that you could do and not go to jail for...Why would a person do it publicly, 
when maybe he could have done it clandestinely with a high-powered rifle in his 
neighborhood.” Lisa Belkin, “Kill For Life?” The New York Times Magazine, Sunday, 
October 30,1994, p. 63. 

4 . John Kifner, “Records Portray Witness as Avid Abortion Protester,” The New York 

Times, November 5, 1998. 



Birmingham, Alabama, bent over to inspect a potted plant left near the 
entrance. It was the last thing he ever saw. A powerful bomb, an anti-per¬ 
sonnel device packed with nails and metal shards was coolly detonated 
by remote control; Sanderson was torn to pieces. 2 Emily Lyons, a nurse at 
New Woman was 20 feet from Sanderson when the bomb went off. razor- 
sharp fragments rocketed towards her at 6,000 feet per second 8 Thirteen 
operations later, nearly blind and with shrapnel still lodged in her body, 
Lyons has no memory of the attack. “The last thing I remember is New 
Year’s Eve." she said. “The next thing I remember is the middle of Febru¬ 
ary It was the right place to be. but the wrong time.” 9 

Shortly after the blast. Reuters and The Atlanta Journal-Constitu¬ 
tion received a letter claiming responsibility. FBI agents said the letter 
and three previous communiques were similar to notes sent to media 
organizations a year earlier, after the bombing of the North Side Family 
Planning Services* 9 clinic in the Atlanta suburb of Sandy Springs and 
The Otherside Lounge, a lesbian nightclub in the area.The writer, 
alleged to be Eric Robert Rudolph, a supporter of a racist Christian 
Identity sect, claimed the attack was the handiwork of the Army of 
God.** Eluding capture for more than a year, Rudolph is apparently 


5. Michael j. Sniffen, "Strand of hair outside slain doctor’s home linked to missing 
abortion foe,” The Associated Press, January 22, 1999. As this article goes to press, 
federal and New York state arrest warrants have been issued for Kopp charging him 
with the murder of Dr. Barnett Slepian. Erie County District Attorney Frank J. Clark 
said that authorities had determined that a rifle unearthed in April in the woods 
behind Slepian’s home was the murder weapon and believes they can link Kopp’s 
DNA to hair found near the spot where the sniper fired the fatal round. See, Joseph 
Berger, “Abortion Foe, A Fugitive, Is Charged With Murdering Clinic Doctor,” The New 
York Times, May 7, 1999; Carolyn Thompson, “Antiabortion activist charged with 
murder in doctor’s slaying,” The Associated Press, May 7, 1999. 

6. Anonymous, “Special Thanks,” When Life Hurts We Can Help...The Army of God, 
Third Edition, Revised & Expanded, in author’s collection, hereafter AOG. 

7 . “U.S. Says Remote Device Used in Fatal Clinic Blast,” Reuters, January 29, 1999. 

8 . Patrick Rupinski, “Blast kills officer and injures clinic nurse,” Birmingham Post- 
Herald, January 30, 1998. 

9 . J.R. Moehringer, “Abortion Clinic Blast Fails to Still Nurse’s Spirit,” Los Angeles 
Times, January 29, 1999. 

10 . Judy L. Thomas, “Blasts Shake Abortion Clinic. Daytime explosions an hour apart 
hit in Atlanta. Second one injures six,” The Kansas City Star, January 17,1997. 

11 . “Army of God Group Claims Alabama Bomb,” Reuters, February 2, 1998. The let¬ 
ter reads: "The bombing in Birmingham was carried out by the Army of God. Let 
those who work in the murder mill’s (sic) around the nation be warned once more - 
you will be targeted without quarter - you are not immune to retaliation. Your com- 
misar’s (sic) in Washington can’t protect you! With the distrobution (sic) of the 
genocidal pill RU-486 it is hoped that the resistance will end. We will target anyone 
who manufactures, markets, sells and distrobtes (sic) the pill. Death to the New 
World Order. FBI number 4-1-9-9-3.” 
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holed up in the rugged mountains of North Carolina’s Nantahala 
National Forest. An ex-soldier with credentials as a "survivalist” and 
links to the Northpoint Tactical Teams, a militia outfit founded by the 
late Nord Davis, a former IBM executive and Christian Identity preach¬ 
er, it’s a sure bet there’s more than abortion on Rudolph’s mind.* 2 


The three faces of James Charles Kopp 

For the better part of two decades a jihad against abortion has gath¬ 
ered momentum under the impetus of a powerful Christian Right. Ideo¬ 
logically conservative, newly-mobilized Catholic and Protestant evan¬ 
gelicals were hostile to the social gains of the sixties and seventies, par¬ 
ticularly when advances in women’s rights and changes in the status of 
the family challenged their moralistic world view. But ideas have conse¬ 
quences and while secular and religious right-wingers debated which 
strategy would equip the movement with the “best” means to recrimi¬ 
nalize the procedure, a self-identified “biblical remnant” prepared for 
war, denouncing abortion providers as “evil,” the perpetrators of an 
"abortion Holocaust” who deserve to die. Yet despite bitter differences, 
abortion continues to be a unifying theme mobilizing conservative evan¬ 
gelicals across denominational lines. Indeed, without abortion as a ral- 
lying-cry for “spiritual warfare” against an alleged secular humanist 
conspiracy threatening traditional gender roles and “the American way 
of life,” it is doubtful the Christian Right could have sustained itself 
over the long haul. 1 ^ 

Since the goal is to reduce women’s access to abortion services to the 
vanishing point, “leaderless resistance” tactics were adapted to fight a 
protracted war without fixed fronts.^ As with other “low-intensity con¬ 
flicts” that come to mind, the selective use of extreme violence against 
“soft targets” (people or infrastructure) have immediate repercussions 
in the area and serve as a demonstration effect, an explicit warning of 
what lies ahead. ^ Declaring women’s clinics “free-fire” zones, cities 

12 . Nick Patterson, “Experts See Links in Attacks,” Birmingham Post-Herald , Febru¬ 
ary i6, 1998. 

13 . Sara Diamond, Not By Politics Alone: The Enduring Influence of the Christian 
Right , 1998, The Guilford Press, New York, p. 132. 

14 . As with neo-Nazi versions of “teaderiess resistance,” centralized decision-mak¬ 
ing structures, as well as movement building, are replaced by self-contained combat 
cells which may be no larger than the lone activist, in addition to the circulation of 
data bases and “enemies lists” locally, regionally and nationally by anti-choice mili¬ 
tants, the diffusion of bomb-making manuals and US Army handbooks on sniper 
techniques serve as an informal curriculum available through multiple sources: gun 
shows, mail-order catalogues and most recently, the Internet. 

15 . Five years earlier while researching anti-choice violence for the Bay Area Coali¬ 
tion for Our Reproductive Rights (BACORR), it became clear that clinic attacks had 
a specific focus: “As a strategic orientation low-intensity warfare rests on'a simple 
premise: in order to achieve political objectives by ‘extraordinary’ means, a 
comprehensive, coordinated set of tactics are required. Such tactics are intended 
to guarantee that prolonged economic sabotage and the cumulative effects of 
propaganda, espionage, psychological terror and violence will eventually wear the 
‘enemy’ down and achieve the desired goal: destruction of access and the loss of 
reproductive health care for women.” See: Low-Intensity Warfare: An Anti-Abortion 
Strategy of Terror ; Bay Area Coalition for Our Reproductive Rights, San Francisco, 
January 1994. 


and towns are warned to post “abortion facility danger signs.” ^ Doc¬ 
tors, health workers, patients, pro-choice activists, indeed anyone pub¬ 
licly branded an “enemy of God" is now in the line of fire. Fr. David 
Trosch, a Catholic priest and close associate of convicted assassin Paul 
Hill, promises that pro-choice supporters “will be sought out and ter¬ 
minated as vermin are terminated.” 17 This is no idle threat. Since 1993 
seven people have been murdered, sixteen others seriously wounded; 
hundreds of health workers, their families, even women seeking medical 
care have been assaulted, stalked and shot at by those claiming a man¬ 
date from God to “save babies.” Since 1977 antiabortion terrorists have 
bombed 40 clinics, torched 154 others and doused 99 facilities with toxic 
butyric acid (19 attacks in 1998 alone), according to the National Abor¬ 
tion Federation. 1 ^ 



The results of the Birmingham bombing 


Vowing a crusade against the “weak link.” the direct action fringe 
have created their own “facts on the ground,” tailoring harassment 
strategies for maximum effect. And evidence strongly suggests today’s 
violence offensive is taking a toll, succeeding when years of nonviolent 
protest failed to significantly reduce abortion access. A recent study by 
the Alan Guttmacher Institute described how women in 86% of all US 
counties today do not have have access to an abortion provider. In 89 of 
the 320 metropolitan areas surveyed, abortion services are nonexistent 
in 55%, while in rural parts of the country this figure jumps to a stag¬ 
gering 95%. Between 1992 and 1996, some 14% of the doctors who pre¬ 
viously offered abortion as a component of gynecological care threw in 

16 . David Trosch, “ Abortion Facility Municipal Danger Zone Sign,” March 1998, Life 
Enterprises Unlimited, Mobile, AL, http://www.trosch.org/gra/warzone.htm. Trosch 
writes: “It is a well publicized fact - aside from the over 35 Million innocent victims 
of abortion - that as of March 1998 six abortion facility personnel have been killed 
in or in the vicinity of these facilities. In the last facility - at which an abortion facili¬ 
ty guard was killed - a bomb containing shrapnel exploded. If this type of occur¬ 
rence escalates, as well it may, then it should be expected that entire buildings 
could be demolished in such explosions...So that mistakes will not happen it is 
highly recommended that hospitals, who do not perform abortions, post large signs 
on all routes leading to their buildings. These signs should declare that they do not 
allow abortions to be performed therein. Lying could prove deadly,” 

17 . Laurie Goodstein, “Suspended Priest Preaches New Theology of of Antiabortion 
Homicide,” The Washington Post, August 5, 1994. 

18 . National Abortion Federation, Washington, D.C., Incidents of Violence 
and Disruption Against Abortion Providers, 1998, http://www.prochoice.org/vio- 
lence/98vd.html. 
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the towel no longer willing to do the procedure; if present trends contin¬ 
ue the pool of available providers will dry up. 10 



Randall Terry receives a check for $10,000 from Rev. Jerry Falwell 


As with other social conflicts, the point of sharply focused political 
violence is to disorient and terrorize the enemy, a theme underlined dur¬ 
ing a recent trial in US District Court in Portland, Oregon. Andrew 
Burnett, the director of Advocates for Life Ministries (AFLM) and pub¬ 
lisher of Life Advocate, a journal defending the "godly use of force,” tes¬ 
tified. “If I was an abortionist, I would be afraid.” 20 Many are and have 
taken extraordinary precautions to protea themselves and their families 
from attack. And its not just “extremist” factions that contribute to the 
climate of violence surrounding abortion rights. Shortly after Barnett 
Slepian’s murder. Paul Schratz, the editor of the “mainstream” Catholic 
newspaper. The B.C. Catholic, wrote an editorial stating: “How can 
anyone help but be pleased that murders of abortionists just might have 
some positive side effects.” 21 In the present frame, the abortion debate 
is catalyst for a broader ideological struggle over the meaning of family, 
state, motherhood and womens sexuality 22 Twenty-six years after the 
Supreme Court’s landmark Roe decision guaranteeing women a funda¬ 
mental right to control their bodies, reproductive rights are slowly being 
dismantled clinic by clinic. 

“NO PLACE TO HIDE” 

There were many reasons why Operation Rescue finally ran 
aground. Certainly a belated crack down by the state played a role. As 
fines and jail time mounted, the middle-class evangelicals who had 
answered the call moved on. Thousands of antiabortion activists joined 
the Christian Coalition, ran for office at the local level, or were attracted 
by hot-button issues such as immigration or queer rights. Other 

19 . Stanley K. Henshaw, “Abortion Incidence and Services in the United States, 
1995-1996,” Family Planning Perspectives, Volume 30, No. 6, November/December 
1998, http://www.agi-usa.org/. 

20 . Ashbel S. Green, “Activist says providers of abortion have cause to fear for their 
safety,” The Oregonian, January 13, 1999. 

21 . Kim Bolan and Douglas Todd, “Catholic Paper Sees ‘Positive’ in Slaying, Vancou¬ 
ver Sun , November 4, 1998. “Positive” side-effects cited by Schratz included the fol¬ 
lowing: “Fewer doctors are willing to face the stigma, and now the threat of person¬ 
al harm, associated with performing abortions...We’re not going to end abortion by 
ourselves. The evil one is behind it...Only when Canadians as a people stand up 
and declare abortion to be a crime against God will abortion be wiped out.” Van¬ 
couver's archbishop, Adam Exner, supported the editorial and though he believed it 
“wasn’t well-worded,” agreed with its overall message. 

22 . Rosalind Pollack Petechesky, Abortion and Women's Choice: The State, Sexuali¬ 
ty, & Reproductive Freedom, 1990, Northeastern University Press, Boston. 


activists, believing we had entered the biblical “end times” foretold in 
the Book of Revelations, hooked-up with right-wing “Patriots” and 
joined militias 2 ^ Randall Terry's analysis that change happens through 
social upheaval may have been an accurate reading of the historical 
process, but he seriously miscalculated OR’s capacity to spark wide¬ 
spread revolt in the streets against legal abortion. There were numerous 
impediments that prevented Operation Rescue from sustaining the kind 
of massive clinic blockades their leaders envisioned, not least of which 
were sharp divisions within the Christian Right. 

OR’s strategy banked on mobilizing the conservative evangelicals 
who were the backbone of antiabortion political aaivism. Arguing that 
“higher laws" justified civil disobedience.Terry believed once the move¬ 
ment reached critical mass, church leaders would be forced to shepherd 
their congregations into Operation Rescue’s “prayer army." 2 ' 1 Expecta¬ 
tions ran high that their gambit would prove to be an antidote to ineffec¬ 
tive lobbying and electoral politics by “mainstream” groups, thereby 
shifting debate far to the right and brightening their prospects for a 
total ban. And for a brief period it seemed they weren’t entirely wide of 
the mark. Preceding the 1988 national party conventions in New York 
City and Atlanta, key Christian Right leaders including Pat Robertson, 
James Dobson and Jerry Falwell climbed aboard the “rescue” bandwag¬ 
on. Furnished a national platform by Christian media armed with hun¬ 
dreds of radio and TV outlets, Terry used the publicity and ensuing cash 
flow to build momentum. In a brilliant photo-op staged during the 
Atlanta siege. Jerry Falwell presented Terry with a $10,000 check from 
The Moral Majority and promised to get arrested at a future 
“rescue”! 2 ^ 

But even during the earliest stages when support was at its height, 
unease with OR’s tactics were expressed by many evangelical leaders. 
They cited Operation Rescue’s rising militancy and confrontational 
stance towards women seeking abortions as unseemly and lacking com¬ 
passion. The Rev. Earl Paulk, pastor of the huge Chapel Hill Harvester 
Church in Atlanta, challenged OR on theological grounds. An abortion 
foe, Paulk argued persuasively that since the state didn’t compel Chris¬ 
tians to have abortions, “higher laws” - the doctrinal rationale under¬ 
girding "rescue” strategy - was not germane, and he criticized Terry for 
violating the principle of church-state separation. Others chimed in and 
accused them of fomenting violence. Southern Baptist Convention 
leader Charles Stanley argued that OR’s tactics might very well lead to 
unpredictable events down the road. Presciently, Stanley told 
Newsweek: “Where does it stop? If blocking an entrance is permitted, 

23. The degree of overlap among antiabortion and militia activists is difficult to 
determine. Anecdotal evidence suggests more than a passing interest by “defensive 
action” enthusiasts in issues which galvanize the broader nativist right. The 
ideological stimulus given the militia movement during its formative period by 
white supremacists has been covered elsewhere. See: Michael Novick, White Lies, 
White Power, 1995, Common Courage Press, Monroe, Maine, pp. 245-282; Kenneth 
S. Stern, A Force Upon the Plain, 1996, Simon & Schuster, New York; Richard 
Abanes, American Militias: Rebellion, Racism & Religion, 1996, InterVarsity Press, 
Downers Grove, Illinois. Abanes’ approaches the topic from a conservative Christian 
perspective and is most effective when debunking conspiracy theories, many over¬ 
laden with racist symbology; Joel Dyer, Harvest of Rage, 1997, Westview Press, 
Boulder, Colorado. 

24. Randall A. Terry, Operation Rescue, 1988, Whitaker House, Springdale, PA, pp. 
79-95. Terry wrote: “Should a man or woman ever break the law? If that law 
requires they disobey God, yes. The question, however, should really be framed, 
'When man's law and God’s law conflict, whom should we obey?’ Who deserves our 
ultimate allegiance? I again quote Peter for the most clear and concise answer to 
the question: we must obey God rather than men!” 

25 . James Risen and Judy L. Thomas, Wrath of Angels: The American Abortion War, 
1998, Basic Books, New York, p. 276. 





then why not physical restraint...or even destruction of those who are 
performing the procedure...?” 2 ^ 

There were other reasons why “rescue" campaigns fizzled out. and 
they had nothing to do with evangelical queasiness or biblical case law. 
Academics, journalists and liberal researchers have stressed increased 
state intervention as the leading catise of antiabortion activism’s sharp 
decline. But at ground level, a counteroffensive by pro-choice activists 
in the battle zone - the local clinic - had an immediate, and far more 
compelling deterrent effect, particularly when OR blockades were 
repeatedly broken by radical clinic defenders. Across the country 
groups such as the Bay Area Coalition for Our Reproductive Rights 
(BACORR), Refuse & Resist!, and the National Women’s Rights Orga¬ 
nizing Committee (NWROC) pioneered the use of tactics designed to 
keep the clinics open. Despite opposition from ‘‘mainstream" feminist 
groups tied to the reactionary Democratic party, not to mention intense 
police harassment, the clinic defense movement accomplished what all 
the restraining orders, lawsuits and arrests had previously failed to do: 
put OR on the defensive, [see sidebar: "Pro-Choice, Pro-State: The FBI 
Targets Clinic Defense Activists"]. 

By 1990 it was clear that Operation Rescue was a rapidly deflating 
balloon in need of more than the hot air pumped into it by their lead¬ 
ers! When OR staged a comeback in Wichita in the summer of 1991, 
their success was a direct result of the lack of political will by pro- 
choice "liberals" who effectively sabotaged efforts to organize a 
national response against OR’s media-driven campaign. 27 It proved 
however to be the last hurrah for Operation Rescue. Subsequent mobi¬ 
lizations in Buffalo and Baton Rouge in 1992, and in seven designated 
"Cities of Refuge" a year later were abject failures as a massive 
outpouring of clinic defenders overwhelmed would-be “rescue 
missionaries." 

But the decline of the mass direct action movement was not the end 
of militant antiabortion activism. As Operation Rescue fell apart at the 
seams, local and regional groups took up the slack. Hard-core, no non¬ 
sense outfits like Milwaukee’s Missionaries to the Preborn, Operation 
Rescue of California, Rescue America and the Lambs of Christ 
stepped up to the plate. With veteran activists like Joseph Foreman. 
Jeff White, Donald Treshman and Norman Weslin at the helm, it was a 
sure bet tactics would soon have a harder edge as the focus shifted 
from national media spectacles to local and regional blockades and 
outright clinic invasions. 

During this period a program targeting doctors and health workers 
was implemented. No Place to Hide (NPH). A bridge between "res¬ 
cue" and the development of tactics rooted in the soil of American 
lynch-rope "justice," NPH was a pivotal juncture in the history of 
antiabortion activism and a warning signal that a dangerous threshold 
had been crossed. Activists were encouraged to identify and confront 
local doctors. "Wanted" posters similar in style to threats leveled 
against civil rights’ workers by night-riding Klansmen, circulated 
within the “rescue” subculture. With photo, home, work addresses and 
phone numbers, the "enemy" now had a face. Several variations pro¬ 
vided detailed itineraries of their target’s daily routine, a none-too- 
subtle preview of things to come. As the tactic caught on, activists 
began stalking physicians and health workers: a move calculated to 
heighten anxiety and dread, especially when psychological operations 

26 . Diamond, 1998, pp. 137-139. 

27 . Risen and Thomas, pp. 317-338. 



Michael Griffin John Burt 


zeroed in on the children, family and friends of abortion providers. 2 ^ 
Predictably, the distribution of personal information led to a sharp 
increase in the number of death threats, hate mail, and ever-more sinis¬ 
ter forms of harassment as techniques were refined. 2 ^ 

By proclaiming to national media that “the doctor is the weak link." 
Randall Terry’s endorsement of NPH was a clear signal times had 
changed and that the movement would either change with them or 
become irrelevant. With fewer doctors willing to perform the procedure, 
NPH was a simple expedient, a means to alter the balance of power on 
the ground despite an unfavorable political climate. Clinic blockades 
required a steady supply of troops willing to face arrest. With diminish¬ 
ing supporters, the focus shifted from buildings to doctors, but the "bib¬ 
lical remnant" who stuck around resorted to stronger and more reckless 
tactics. All that was left was for someone to pull the trigger. 

“..THEN ACT LIKE IT IS MUROERI” 

On March 10. 1993 during a “routine” protest at Pensacola Women’s 
Medical Services, an abortion clinic in Pensacola. Florida, Michael 
Griffin, a 32-year-old chemical worker and recent Rescue America (RA) 
recruit, calmly pumped three .38 caliber bullets into Dr. David Gunn’s 
back. The doctor’s killing had an immediate impact on the abortion 
wars: an invisible line had been crossed and there was no going back. 

Although a relative newcomer to the clinic protest scene. Griffin had 
come under the wing of John Burt, a "former" Klansman and regional 
director of Rescue America. Primarily active in the South, RA was 
founded by Donald Treshman. a protege of antiabortion "godfather” 
Joseph Scheidler. Before he was murdered Gunn had been the object of a 
vicious intimidation campaign by militants. A Rescue America "want¬ 
ed" poster described him as "a serial killer” who was “armed and dan¬ 
gerous," wanted for "crimes against humanity."-^ Treshman’s activist 
network were aggressive at ground level and Burt the group’s most 

28 . The intensity of NPH tactics were exceeded only by their cruelty. In one case, 
the 82-year-old mother of abortion provider Dr. Frank Snydle received a call from a 
man claiming to be a highway patrol officer. Suffering from a severe heart ailment, 
the elderly woman was informed her only son had been killed in a car accident. 
Prior to the incident, "wanted” posters of Snydle with his mother’s address and 
phone number were distributed throughout Florida. Hours after his friend David 
Gunn was murdered, Snydle quit performing abortions. Elizabeth Mitchell, “Under 
Siege,” Spin , October 1993, p. 72. 

29 . Anonymous, “No Place to Hide Month - February ,1993,” Frontline News: Action 
Report from Operation Rescue of California, Vol. 4, No. 7, December 1992, p. 3. The 
anonymous author writes: “During the month of February, California abortionists 
will need to ‘watch out!’ Pro-life warriors will be on the loose... ‘No Place to Hide’ 
Captains are organizing rescuers to expose the wicked behavior of abortionists, 
their staff, pro-abortion OB-GYN’s and other individuals and businesses that sup¬ 
port the abortion industry in their area. Their dirty deeds will be exposed through a 
variety of tactics, such as picketing, rescues, press conferences, ‘Wanted’ posters, 
and more. Experience has shown that abortionists dread public exposure of their 
deeds.” Advertised in the same issue was a reprint of Kevin Sherlock’s 1985 Abor¬ 
tion Busters Manual, a handbook of antiabortion dirty tricks and a “No Place to 
Hide” packet containing sample “wanted” posters, in author’s collection. 

30 . Karen Houppert, “john Burt’s Holy War,” The Village Voice, April 6, 1993. 





PRO-CHOICE, 

PRO-STATE 

FBI Targets Clinic Defense Moists 



You might think that with a sniper on the loose with apenchant 
for shooting doctors (or anyone elso who gets in the way), the forces 
of “law and order” would have concentrated on catching the perpe¬ 
trator. Wrong! Last November, shortly after the assassination of Dr. 
Slepian in upstate New York, the Cleveland office of the FBI issued 
a national alert to police to search for Ronald Stauber and Michael 
Gingerich. According to Bureau gumshoes the pair "might have 
information about the sniper slaying of a doctor who performed 
abortions." 1 A Cleveland television station citing the Bureau's press 
release reported, "The FBI says there are two more men they think 
might have information.. The FBI office in Cleveland asked police 
across the country Friday to look for Ronald Stauber and Michael 
Gingrich [sic]. The FBI report indicates a connection between the 
two men and Kopp. who was reportedly sighted in Mexico 
recently." 2 The only "problem" with this picture is that both men 
are Refuse & Resist! activists with long histories as fighters for 
women's reproductive rights and the FBI knew it before they issued 
a nationwide alert for their detention! 3 

On their way to a vigil honoring the slain doctor. Stauber and 
Gingerich mistakenly approached Dr. Slepian's home thinking this 
is where the memorial would take place. After a police officer took 
down Stauber’s identification and the license plate number of the 
car they were driving, he directed the pair to the vigil at the doctor's 
office. End of story? Hardly. Three weeks later, the FBI questioned 



the owner of the car they had borrowed and began to harass her and 
attorney Mark Kaiser. According to car owner Debbie Szemborski, 
a friend of the activists. FBI agents pounded on her door and 
demanded to be let in for questioning. When she refused, the agents 
allegedly told her. "If something comes of this matter [Slepian's 
murder] she could be charged "as an accomplice.” 4 The feds want¬ 
ed to know who had told them about the vigil and how they could 
had gotten there on such short notice On November 20, Stauber 
and attorney Kaiser met with two FBI agents at a Cleveland restau¬ 
rant. The attorney informed Bureau representatives they had 
attended a vigil to honor Slepian, had no information about the 
murder and advised them not to answer questions, especially when 
it became clear the FBI were investigating their pro-choice ties. 

And because this piece of disinformation issued from an "official 
source,” it was picked up by international news wires and broadcast 
in print as well as on the Internet. Far from being a simple 
"mistake," the FBI's actions fit a discernible pattern of harassment 
and intimidation against leftists stretching across the decades. 5 It 
seems the Bureau didn't like the fact that Stauber and Gingerich 
refused to divulge information on the clinic defense movement. By 
falsely implicating the pair in a heinous political murder, the FBI 
labeled them "fugitives" whose whereabouts were "unknown." In 
todays repressive climate such an official designation could easily 
prove deadly. 

Incredibly, a week after the harassment campaign commenced 
an article was published in The New York Times claiming that “sev¬ 
eral senior FBI agents expressed misgivings about the attorney gen¬ 
eral's latest task force" investigating anti-choice violence! 6 Accord¬ 
ing to David Johnston’s gushing report, today’s agents are "eager to 
disassociate themselves from the J. Edgar Hoover days of trampling 
the civil rights of political dissidents in the guise of serious investi¬ 
gations." 7 Really now. how interesting! One can only assume from 
the tone of the Times piece that Stauber and Gingerich s political 
views are so far off the spectrum as to warrant a COINTELPRO- 
style “black propaganda" campaign by the federal government. 

When the media questioned the FBI about the treatment Stauber 
and Gingerich had received at their hands, the Bureau lamely rea¬ 
soned that "as with any serious crime we do a thorough investiga¬ 
tion." In fact, six months after Dr. Slepian's assassination the only 
names to have been publicly released since a warrant was issued for 
James Charles Kopp's arrest belong to the Refuse & Resist! 
activists. This despite the fact that multiple press reports cite the 
FBI’s November 21 press release naming Stauber and Gingerich, 
mention a "woman associate” of Kopp's believed to have driven him 
to Mexico after the shooting. One Associated Press report even 
claims, again quoting the FBI. "she's going to be questioned. It is 
believed that she may have been with Kopp sometime after the mur- 

The Bureau and other state agencies of repression have a long, 
sordid history of attacking activists on the left while taking a 
"hands-off" approach when dealing with far-rightists’ and their 

status as a defender of the capitalist status quo. Days after the 
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Bureau released their "all points bulletin” for Stauber and Gin- 
gerich, the American Civil Liberties Union issued a statement on 
the 90th anniversary of the FBI's creation denouncing the Bureau's 

While "liberal ” feminist groups tied to the reactionary Democra¬ 
tic party of war criminal William Jefferson Clinton, applaud the US 
Justice Department's "commitment" to defending women's rights, 
its "business as usual" down at the FBI. To the best of our knowl¬ 
edge not a single allegedly "liberal" pro-choice organization con¬ 
demned this obvious attempt to set-up and repress militant pro- 
choice clinic defenders. 

Six months after their bogus press release, the FBI claims the 
sordid affair was all just a " misunderstanding.” Pointedly however, 
the Bureau refuses to say whether or not they've removed their 
"be on the lookout” bulletin from their national data base. As 
Anti-Fascist Forum has argued many times before, the struggle 
against fascism today is a three-cornered fight: against the fascists, 
the reactionary capitalist state and the "liberals” whose solution to 
the problem of escalating right-wing violence is to urge "stiffer 
measures” - from the government. 


1. “FBI Seeks two More Men for Questioning in Abortion Shooting,” The A$so> 
dated Press, November 21,1998 

2. Jeff Stein, “Bungling in Buffalo: Fugitive James Kopp is finally charged in the 
killing of an abortion doctor after the FBI harasses the wrong men,” Salon, 
May 6,1999, httpt//wvvw,salon.com/news/feature/1999/05/06/abortion. 

3 - “Statement from Ronald Stauber and Michael (Maltkee) Gingerlch,” Refuse & 
Resist!, April 1,1999, New York, http://www.ca 1 yx.com/~refuse. 

4. Stein, op. cit. 

5 . Ward Churchill and jim Vander Wall, Agents of Repression: The FBI's Secret 
Wars Against the Black Panther Party & the American Indian Movement, 1990, 
South End Press, Boston; M. Wesley Swearingen, FBI Secrets: An Agent’s 
Expose, 1995, South End Press, Boston. 

6 . David Johnston, “FBI Fears Probe of Abortion Violence Crosses Line,” The 
New York Times, November 29,1998. 

7. ibid. 


To protest this egregious targeting of the 
pro-choice movement by the FBI contact: 

Refuse & Resist! Cleveland chapter: 

216-556-5747 or refuse_216@hotmail.com. 
National R&R! office: 

212-713-5657 or refuse@calyx.com. 

As Anti-Fascist Forum has argued 
many times before, the struggle 
against fascism today is a 
three-cornered fight: against the 
fascists, the reactionary capitalist 

“lihoralc" 


notorious representative. Five years earlier he drove antiabortion 
bomber John Brockhoeft to a parking lot adjacent to The Ladies Center, 
a clinic leveled by a bombing attack on Christmas day in 1984. When 
the pair were arrested by ATF agents acting on a tip from Brockhoeft’s 
wife, bomb-making materials were found in his car. Although Brock¬ 
hoeft was sentenced to hard time in federal prison, Burt denied all 
knowledge and got off with the proverbial slap on the wrist - house 
arrest 3 * 

Within days of the killing, Paul J. Hill, a 1983 graduate of the 
Reformed Theological Seminary and a pupil of the late Reconstruction¬ 
ist leader Greg Bahnsen, appeared on The Phil Donahue Show. On 
national television Hill proclaimed that the murder of David Gunn "was 
as good as Doctor Mengele being killed.’’ 32 The effect of his inflamma¬ 
tory rhetoric and weird, fixed grin was a public relations nightmare for 
antiabortion crusaders. The image of a movement overrun by demagogic 
preachers and armed whackos after Hill’s TV debut led to a sharp 
decline of financial and political support across the board. Hill’s 
uninhibited cheerleading for perpetrators of terrorist violence would 
shortly have serious consequences for the remnants of the "rescue” 
movement. 33 

In the weeks and months that followed the killing, an intense debate 
consumed hard-line abortion opponents. Though a majority of "pro-lif¬ 
ers" condemned the murder other activists, many of whom had been key 
players in the national Operation Rescue network began to differentiate 
themselves from the pack. Life Advocate publisher Andrew Burnett 
penned an editorial that wondered, “Was his life really more valuable 
than the lives of his thousands of victims?” 3 ^ As OR crashed and 
burned, Joseph Scheidler’s largely-dormant Pro-Life Action Network 
(PLAN) became a temporary haven for proponents of "justifiable homi¬ 
cide." In June, PLAN held a conference in Moore. Oklahoma dominated 
by the "use of force” controversy In a stinging rebuke to the Christian 
Right, Burnett charged that the "pro-life” movement were "the greatest 
defenders of abortion clinics in the last decade.” While patently absurd, 
Burnett s bitter reprimand shouldn't have surprised anyone, especially 
in light of Christian Coalition president Pat Robertson’s disavowal of 
Operation Rescue on national television. The Portland publisher 
claimed... 

If we believe that children in the womb are as much real children as 
our own. that should have some implications for how we should act... 
I'm not sure that we can really say that Abortion is Murderand at the 


31 . Blanchard and Prewitt, pp. 205-207; Risen and Thomas, pp. 359-360, 367. By 
the end of 1994, an Alexandria, Virginia federal grand jury working in conjunction 
with the Justice Department, issued subpoenas to “defensive action” partisans. Burt 
was among the first to receive an order to appear. When the feds discovered he 
had a copy of The Army of God Manual, they flew him back to Pensacola to retrieve 
it. But many former associates who thought Burt was a “righteous warrior” inter¬ 
preted his willingness to cooperate with the grand jury as having sold them out. 
And given Burt’s Klan pedigree they’re probably right! 

32 . Risen and Thomas, p. 345. 

33 . Announcement, Operation Rescue Planning Meeting, Saturday, March 13, 1993, 
Bethel Baptist Church, Fremont, California, in author’s collection; on-site observa¬ 
tions. Three days after the murder, an Operation Rescue conference in Fremont, Cal¬ 
ifornia, billed as a regional organizing meeting for that summer’s national “Cities of 
Refuge” mobilization, was abruptly “canceled” after hundreds of pro-choice activists 
organized by the radical clinic defense group BACORR, confronted OR leader Jeff 
White and his lieutenants. Fremont cops stopped the meeting when it became clear 
that counter-demonstrators were prepared to storm the venue and physically shut it 
down. Their tough guy image was shattered as CNN beamed pictures around the 
world of shaken OR leaders hustled into cars and vans by the cops with jeering 
demonstrators close behind. 

34 . Andrew Burnett, “Horrified?” Life Advocate, Portland, OR, May 1993, p. 2. 
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same time react in horror when a person who is about to murder some- 
one else is not able to do that anymore because of whatever means was 
necessary to stop that person 35 

Later during the conference convicted clinic bomber Michael Bray 
emerged from the shadows, becoming a spokesperson for the “defensive 
action” wing of the movement 36 Widening the scope of Burnett’s 
attack. Bray indicted the church for its “acceptance” of abortion and 
refusal to challenge the state. He told “rescue” partisans, “it doesn't 
matter what the government does, because ultimately the government is 
God...Governments rise and fall and God has nothing to do with it. rais¬ 
ing up leaders and bringing it down.” Anticipating a theme he would 
expand in his book A Time to Kill. Bray said. “Churches are afraid to 
proclaim the truth” of the use of force. For Bray, the PLAN conference 
was a success to the degree that everyone’s cards were finally on the 
table over the question of movement violence. Along with former OR 
leader. Joseph Foreman, he envisioned the creation of a national net¬ 
work and clearinghouse for “defensive action. In his newsletter, Bray s 
comments were more explicit: 

Mr. Griffin committed no murder, he performed a homicide. Michael 
Griffin killed; he slew; he neutralized; he terminated a serial killer. There 
is no guilt imputed to the one who kills a man who is about to commit 
murder...Michael Griffin ought to be acquitted. To reject Michael Griffin 
is to reject a righteous man. To shun Michael Griffin is to vindicate an 
abortionist. Let Griffin be acquitted and Gunn and his bloody profes¬ 
sion, thereby be condemned?' 

With the launch of Defensive Action shortly after the PLAN confer¬ 
ence, Hill provided the network with theological ammunition he 
believed would focus national media attention on the righteousness of 
killing abortion providers: he wasn’t too wide of the mark. 38 Days after 
his appearance on the Donahue show Hill with assistance from Bray 
and Foreman wrote a petition proclaiming Michael Griffin s inno¬ 
cence. 39 By summer’s end three dozen movement leaders signed-on. 
Undeterred by criticism from within his own church and from other 
activists, he published a lengthy treatise, Should We Defend Born And 
Unborn Children With Force? Selectively citing scriptural passages to 
bolster his arguments. Hill claimed Christians were obliged to take all 
action necessary to protect innocent human life, i.e. fetuses, even if it 

35 . Golden Ohlhausen and Cathy Ramey, “Rescue and ‘Use of Force’ Debate Part of 
Conference," Life Advocate, Portland, OR, August 1993. PP- 24-25. 

36 . Dallas A. Blanchard and Terry J. Prewitt, Religious Violence and Abortion: The 
Gideon Project, 1993, University of Florida Press, Gainesville, Florida, pp. 193-196; 
Risen and Thomas, 1998, pp. 78-100. Bray began his career as the mastermind 
behind a series of bombing and arson attacks In Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and 
Washington, D.C. Along with two accomplices the trio initiated a reign of terror that 
included 8 bombings, with damages exceeding $1 million dollars. Sentenced to 10 
years in federal prison, Bray served only 46 months behind bars. The founder of the 
Reformation Lutheran Church, Bray is a self-described Christian Reconstructionist. 

37 . Michael Bray, “Judging the Judgment [sic] on Gunn,” Capitol Area Christian 
News, Bowie, MD, Vol. 3, No. 2, June 1993, P- 1. 

38 . For probing criticism of media imbalance, double standards and irresponsible 
journalism when right-wing terrorism impact women’s rights see: na, Koppels 
‘Tough Question’: Should Doctors Be Killed?,” Extra!, February 1993, Fairness and 
Accuracy in Reporting, New York; Laura Flanders, “Far-Right Militias and Anti-Abor¬ 
tion Violence: When Will Media See the Connection?," Extra!, July/August 1995. Fair¬ 
ness and Accuracy in Reporting, New York, http://www.fair.org/. 

39. “Petition,” Defensive Action, circa Summer 1993, Pensacola, Florida, in author’s 
collection. The statement reads: “We, the undersigned, declare the justice of taking 
all godly action necessary to defend innocent human life including the use of force. 
We proclaim that whatever force is necessary to defend the life of a born child is 
legitimate to defend the life of an unborn child. We assert that if Michael Griffin did 
in fact kill David Gunn, his use of lethal force was justifiable provided it was carried 
out for the purpose of defending the lives of unborn children. Therefore, he out to 
be acquitted of the charges against him.” 


meant physically stopping women from having abortions by killing doc¬ 
tors. thereby challenging the state's monopoly of violence. 40 At this 
stage of the game a shift towards the “leaderless resistance" tactics of 
the militia movement led to a renewed interest among militants in the 
Army of God. 41 By raising the stakes and urging armed defiance of an 
alleged “pro-choice” federal government. Hill had taken Randall Terry’s 
“higher laws” doctrine to its logical conclusion: far-right revolt against 
the capitalist state. 42 

Shortly after Hill’s manifesto was published, Rachelle Shannon, an 
AFLM member, demonstrated that others took the document seriously 
enough to “pick up the gun.” In August 1993, Shannon traveled to 
Wichita, Kansas, the scene of Operation Rescue’s 1991 “Summer of 
Mercy” siege. A veteran “rescue missionary.” Shannon regularly 
attended national protests since joining the movement in 1988. Her 
immersion in the “rescue” subculture came at a time when it began pro¬ 
viding shock troops for a clandestine army of antiabortion “contras.” By 
August 19 Shannon was in custody, charged with attempted first-degree 
murder for her failed attempt on Dr. George Tiller’s life. 43 

Shannon had become convinced that terrorism was a “righteous” 
means to stem the tide of “baby-killing.” During the 1991 Wichita trip, 
she discussed the use of force with Burnett and decided she “was all for 
it.” When the “rescue” movement splintered Shannon came down 
squarely in the Defensive Action camp and found instruction in the arts 
of violence in The Army of God manual. She began corresponding with 
imprisoned clinic bombers, arsonists and kidnappers such as Curtis 
Beseda, John Brockhoeft, Marjorie Reed and Don Benny Anderson 44 

40. Paul J. Hill, Should We Defend Bom and Unborn Children With Force?, circa 
1993, Defensive Action, Pensacola, Florida, p. 2, in author’s collection. 

41. Two months after the FBI siege of the Weaver family in Ruby Ridge, Idaho, 
Christian Identity leader Pete Peters called a special meeting in Estes Park, Col¬ 
orado. Attended by more than 150 leaders of the far-right, it represented a cross- 
section of the movement: neo-Nazis, tax protesters, Ku Klux Klan members, 
antiabortion activists, Christian Reconstructionists and Christian Identity followers. It 
was a significant gathering in that it represented the possible emergence of a reac¬ 
tionary united front among activists who had serious ideological and theological 
disagreements over a broad range of issues. The meeting had the effect of revitaliz¬ 
ing paramilitary organizing efforts by the far-right and laid the groundwork for the 
subsequent launch of the militia movement. 

42. ibid., pp. 11-12, Hill writes: “You may ask, ‘What special duties do righteous 
politicians, governors, mayors, police, military men and other civil leaders have in 
the present circumstances?’ Surely civil leaders should feel a special responsibility 
to protect the unborn. Righteous men, therefore, in positions of civil authority 
should stand ready to use their authority to cast down those who oppose God’s 
authority. They should be willing to do so if given the opportunity. The wisest 
course of action is for civil leaders to maintain their positions of authority if they 
may in good conscience do so without sinning against God. The specific means and 
actions people pursue in defensive action must be left up to the individual’s skill, 
cunning and wisdom. As we put our convictions into concrete actions, the millions 
who are indifferent to abortion or accepting it as expedient will be forced to recon¬ 
sider. Our proclamation of the justice and necessity of our cause combined with our 
consistent action will certainly persuade the majority. Some have suggested that 
during the Civil War, the South lost some of its will to fight due to the realization 
that some of its slaves were being mistreated, if this is true, how much more will 
the pro-abortionists lose heart when they see our faces set like flint in defense of 
the defenseless. When this occurs, the time will have arrived for the lower magis¬ 
trate and those in positions of power to call the multitudes to unified action.” In a 
similar vein Bray addressed the issue but hedged his bets when the topic of insur¬ 
rection was broached. See: Michael Bray, A Time to Kill, 1994, Advocates for Life 
Publications, Portland, Oregon, pp. 171-172. 

43. Risen and Thomas, p. 349 - 

44. Blanchard and Prewitt, 1993, PP- 188-190. In January 1983, Anderson and two 
accomplices kidnapped an Illinois doctor and his wife, demanding that President Rea¬ 
gan issue a statement against abortion or they would kill their hostages. Calling 
themselves the “Army of God,” the abductors claimed God had ordered them to fight 
abortion “to the death.” But after 8 days, the couple were released and when the trio 
were apprehended they claimed responsibility for a 1981 clinic bombing in Fairfax, 
Virginia and arson attacks of health care facilities in Clearwater and St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Setting the tone for antiabortion terror during the nineties, Anderson and his 
accomplices called on those who desired to follow God to “kill the baby killers.” 




Her correspondence with Paul Hill would play a significant role in later 
developments. Shortly after exchanging a series of letters and visiting 
Brockhoeft in prison. Shannon began publishing an informal newsletter 
of his writings. The Brockhoeft Report. After her arrest, Brockhoeft s 
bulletin was distributed by David Leach, an Iowa-based “justifiable 
homicide” enthusiast who publishes Prayer and Action News 45 

An unintended consequence of Shannons arrest was the recovery of 
The Army of God manual from her Grant’s Pass, Oregon home. Addi¬ 
tional evidence of her career as an antiabortion “termite” surfaced when 
her computer hard drive was opened and several documents detailing 
terrorist activities were made public during her trial. These texts provide 
striking confirmation that a network supporting anti-choice violence 
was in place and had furnished Shannon (and probably others) with 
funds, safe houses, intelligence, butyric acid and other materials used in 
attacks on western clinics. 46 But rather than pursuing leads uncovered 
by their investigators with the potential of additional indictments, the 
US Attorney chose to ignore the wider network and focused exclusively 
on Shannon. When OR regional leaders John and Elaine Bell were immu¬ 
nized in exchange for their testimony, any hope of identifying key players 
who had also helped facilitate antiabortion terror vanished. 4 ^ 

Attempting to heal the rift within the direct action movement. Fore¬ 
man, Burnett, Hill - and eighty other activists - gathered at the Radis- 
son Lincoln wood Hotel in Chicago on April 30, 1994. Newly-installed 
leader of Operation Rescue Flip Benham, like his predecessor Keith 
Tucci, failed to convince a sizable proportion of activists attending the 
meeting to renounce terrorism. In fact, the pro-violence faction clearly 
outnumbered those opposed to Hill’s strategy. The conference was an 
abject failure. Like the cynical police inspector played by Claude Rains 
in Casablanca, Joseph Scheidler claimed he was "genuinely shocked" 
by the depth of support for “defensive action.”48 

Over the next several months, Burnett and Foreman quietly began 
building a new direct action network that would better represent their 

45 . Risen and Thomas, p. 351. Between March 1993 and February 1995, 16 issues of 
The Brockhoeft Report (TBR) were published. Rachelle Shannon edited the first 
three issues. After her imprisonment the remainder were published by David Leach. 
Highlighting the exploits of Brockhoeft’s career as an antiabortion bomber, the 
report evolved into yet another focal point justifying the murder of abortion 
providers. TBR in author’s collection; an incomplete set of the reports are available 
at: http://www.panews.org/BR.htm. Brockhoeft was paroled from federal prison in 
1995 and was “honored” last January at Michael Bray’s “White Rose Banquet,” a 
yearly fund-raiser for those in jail for bombing clinics or killing abortion providers. 
See: James Franklin, “Md. Banquet Honors Abortion Foes,” The Associated Press, 
January 21, 1999. When a federal grand jury investigating antiabortion violence in 
Alexandria, Virginia in 1994 subpoenaed copies of The Army of God Manual from 
activists, Leach defiantly published and distributed the terrorist handbook. 

46 . Kristine Olson, US Attorney and Stephen F. Peifer, Assistant US Attorney, United 
States of America v. Rachelle Ranae "Shelley” Shannon, United States’ Sentencing 
Memorandum, United States District Court for the State of Oregon, November 1994, 
CR 94-332-RE, CR 95-224-RE, in author's collection. 

47 . ibid. Slated to head the California branch of Missionaries to the Preborn, John 
Bell was director of an aggressive local chapter of Operation Rescue. Between 1986- 
1992, Redding’s Feminist Women’s Health Clinic (the sole abortion facility for hun¬ 
dreds of square miles) was firebombed four times. In 1992 it was burned to the 
ground and remain closed for nearly a year. Professing “nonviolent intervention” on 
behalf of the “preborn,” Bell led picketers directly from the North Valley Baptist 
Church with the pastor’s blessings. When Shannon became “operational" she 
plugged into an informal structure of hard-core “rescue missionaries” stretching 
from coast to coast. In the Adventures narrative she described how “W.P. [-John Bell] 
insisted I try to get some liquid rescue (butyric acid). Asked M.G. [Mad Gluer] to 
send some. But then I was at Pat’s and he ordered some other stuff, found out he 
could get it, so he put in an order. W.P. sent $80.” A small world indeed! 

48 . Risen and Thomas, p. 360. Though he may have professed “shock,” a year ear¬ 
lier Scheidler wrote Hilt and began to offer quiet encouragement telling him “it took 
guts" to defend Gunn’s murder. “Your arguments are strong and from a biblical per¬ 
spective quite convincing, but you can be sure they won’t be accepted in a U.S. 
Court of Law.” 



Rachelle Shannon and the AOG manual 


views so they formed the American Coalition of Life Activists (ACLA). 
Fully half of the organization’s regional directors had signed the “justifi¬ 
able homicide” petition and they soon launched a national No Place to 
Hide campaign, issuing a list of doctors they tagged “the deadly 
dozen.” Publishing wanted posters and distributing them nationwide, 
the group offered a $5,000 reward “leading to their arrest, conviction or 
license revocation.” 49 The information compiled by the ACLA was the 
foundation for Neal Horsley’s web-based “Nuremberg Files,” a com¬ 
pendium of personal information on physicians and “their accom¬ 
plices;" in reality it was a veritable hit list for antiabortion assassins. 



“Unwanted” poster circulated shortly before Dr. Britton was murdered 


49. ibid., pp. 360-361. 
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Paul Hill protesting in front of The Ladies Center clinic 


When Florida entered hurricane season in 1994, an ill-wind swept 
across the panhandle. On July 29. Paul Hill arrived at The Ladies 
Center around 6:45 A.M. He concealed a 12-gauge Mossberg pump- 
action shotgun in a tube he normally used for the giant sign carried 
during picketing: “Whoever Sheds (Unborn) Mans [sic] Blood By 
Man Shall His Blood Be Shed!” He wouldn’t have long to wait to fulfill 
the prophecies of Genesis 9:6. When James Barrett’s blue Nissan pick¬ 
up arrived at the clinic. Hill fired a round into the escort’s head and 
when Barrett slumped over, he pumped several more rounds into Dr. 
John Bayard Britton.In a letter to Michael Bray’s "White Rose 
Banquet” Hill wrote: 

50. ibid., p. 346; Disingenuously, Rescue America leaders John Burt and Donald 
Gratton, Michael and Vicky Conroy of the “mainstream” Legal Action for Women 
(LAW), and Heartline Ministries’ Floyd Murray tried to distance themselves from Hill. 
Conroy told reporter Tamar Lewin of The New York Times: “At first we really thought 
he [Hill] was a plant, a ringer for the other side, put here to try to discredit us. We 
thought he was too bizarre to be real.” But it’s not likely they “suspected” Hill. 
Unlike Michael Griffin, Paul Hill had a long track record as an avid abortion foe. 
While living in Jackson in 1987, he received Mississippi Right to Life’s “Friend of the 
Year Award.” According to Jackson Right to Life president Mason Swinney, Hill 
“paved the way; he was the pathfinder of our present day rescue missions.” At the 
banquet honoring Hill, none other than Joseph Scheidler was keynote speaker. 
Alongside other Pensacola activists during their months-long undercover operation 
to identify David Gunn’s replacement. Hill played a critical role. One day Burt, Grat¬ 
ton, Hill and Murray’s persistence paid off. After locating the doctor by chance, Burt 
and Gratton drove to the physician’s home and left a slim pamphlet as a calling 
card, What Would You Do If You Had Five Minutes Left To Live? Shortly after, they 
produced a wanted poster of John Bayard Britton; the future victim’s photo was 
provided by Paul Hill. A chilling account of the action appeared in the September 
1993 issue of Life Advocate. 


You may wonder what it is like to have killed an abortionist and his 
escort. The faint of heart and those not firmly grounded in the truth 
could stumble under such a load. It was unpleasant for me to have to kill 
two human beings - even though one was a murderer and the other his 
accomplice. But the privilege of being used to save innocent children 
continues to change this unpleasantness into joy... Although I did not 
fully understand the meaning of the emotions I was experiencing then. I 
understand them better now. Much of the joy I felt after shooting the 
abortionist, and still feel today, is the joy of having freely obeyed Christ 
after long being enslaved to fearful obedience to men 

As 1994 drew to a close the killing intensified. On December 30. 
John C. Salvi III burst into the waiting room of Planned Parenthood in 
the Boston suburb of Brookline. Massachusetts. Shouting. “This is 
what you get! You should pray the rosary!” Salvi opened fire with a .22- 
caliber collapsible Ruger semiautomatic rifle, killing receptionist Shan¬ 
non Lowney and wounding three others. Minutes later, Salvi walked 
into Preterm Health Services several blocks away and asked reception¬ 
ist Lee Ann Nichols, “Is this Preterm?” When Nichols answered, Salvi 
pulled the rifle from a black duffel bag and shot her from a yard away 
killing her instantly. Before his rampage ended. Salvi would wound two 
other clinic workers during the worst single day of violence in the 
abortion wars.^^ 

Fleeing in his truck, Salvi drove south until he reached the Hillcrest 
Clinic in Norfolk, Virginia. Before his capture. Salvi managed to fire 
more than twenty rounds into the lobby; fortunately the building was 
nearly empty. Norfolk’s Hillcrest clinic was no stranger to antiabortion 
violence: a decade earlier the facility was bombed by Michael Bray’s 
"holy warriors." Within hours of Salvi's arrest. Rev. Donald Spitz, the 
leader of Pro-Life Virginia and a “justifiable homicide” proponent, 
staged a noisy demonstration outside the Norfolk City jail. Shouting 
through a bullhorn, Spitz proclaimed: “Thank you for saving innocent 
babies from being put to death. John Salvi, we care about you. We love 
you. We support you.” And David Crane, a future ACLA leader said 
during the protest, "John Salvi was acting in defense of innocent life. He 
was willing to pay the ultimate price to stop legalized killing.”^ 

Though clearly disturbed (Salvi committed suicide in prison), his 
fixation with anti-Catholic conspiracy theories echo paranoid themes in 
wide circulation within “Patriot” and militia circles. Salvi linked "abor¬ 
tion Holocaust" conspiracies to an economic plot by Freemasons to con¬ 
trol the world through the manipulation of paper money. One version, 
echoing anti-Jewish motifs, claims that a shadowy cartel of "interna¬ 
tional bankers” seek to install a “one-world government” through 
encrypted codes (the Satanic “Mark of the Beast") implanted in 
redesigned Treasury Department notes. Whether or not Salvi was cog¬ 
nizant of the racist and anti-Semitic origins of these theories, the fact is 
he believed he was directly confronting Satan when he snuffed out the 
lives of two working class women doing their jobs. 

When his apartment was searched magazines published by the con¬ 
spiracy press were discovered. These included The New American, the 
flagship publication of the John Birch Society. The Fatima Crusader, an 
ultra-right wing Catholic tabloid claiming we have entered the biblical 

51 . Paul J. Hill, Why I Shot an Abortionist, Letter to the White Rose Banquet , 
December 22, 1997, http://www.christiangallery.com/hill3.htmL 

52 . Christopher B. Daly, “Gunman Kills 2, Wounds 5 in Attack on Abortion Clinics,” 
The Washington Post , December 31, 1994. 

53 . Chris Black, “Alleged killer seen as hero by activists outside Va. jail,” The 
Boston Globe, January 2,1995. 
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“end times” and face all manner of dire crises' as Armageddon 
approaches. The group alleges Catholicism is being “destroyed” by 
acceptance of abortion, contraception, homosexuality and Marxism and 
they promote alleged warnings of the Virgin Mary alerting the faithful 
to the dangers of collectivism, socialism and secular humanism. 
Michael Journal, a far-right Catholic magazine which celebrates the 
memory of US clerical-fascist and arch anti-Semite. Fr. Charles Cough¬ 
lin. According to the Michael Journal, “The Illuminati are elite men, 
those on the top, who control the International Bankers to control, for 
evil purposes, the entire world.” And finally, literature featuring graphic 
images of aborted fetuses produced by the far-right Catholic group 
Human Life International (HLI).^ [see Cut From A Different Cloth 
article in this issue] 

Salvi’s conspiracism was hardly an aberration. In various guises 
similar theories (with varying degrees of racism and anti-Semitism 
attached) mirror those of other antiabortion partisans. But abortion isn’t 
the only issue championed by the ACLA and their camp followers. Life 
Advocate editor Paul de Parrie has vigorously campaigned against 
queer rights, joining forces with the notorious Oregon Citizens 
Alliance. Running for office as the candidate of the Creator’s Rights 
Party in Georgia, “Nuremberg Files” webmaster Neal Horsley took 
“defensive action” a step further and ran on a platform urging “seces¬ 
sion via nuclear weapons" to end abortion.And HLI’s founder, Fr. 
Paul Marx, dispenses a vicious brew of anti-Semitic and anti-Islamic 
scare-mongering whilst consorting with the likes of Dr. Siegfried Ernst, 
a neofascist who launched the antiabortion European Doctors Action.- 77 

But Griffin. Hill, Shannon and Salvi violated one of the principal 
“rules of the game.” As noted elsewhere, right-wing movements in 
North America have a contradictory relationship to the state. “System 
supportive” when the state enforces economic and social privileges 
derived from capitalist patriarchy and “oppositional” when it redistrib¬ 
utes a (small) portion of economic and social rights to formerly exclud¬ 
ed groups, right-wing paramilitaries are useful only insofar as potential 
or actual violence is directed against official enemies, thus acting as tra¬ 
ditional nativist watchdogs guarding the integrity of the system as a 
whole. However when armed groups challenge the state’s monopoly of 
violence, particularly when political consensus on social policy has been 
reached by ruling class elites, they are subjected to the full weight of the 
federal government’s repressive apparatus and mercilessly suppressed. 

54 . Chip Berlet, “The Politics of John Salvi’s Conspiracy Theories, Parts I & II,” The 
Body Politic ; Binghamton, NY, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1996, Vol. 6, No. 6, June/July 1996, 
http://www.bodypolitic.org/. 

55 . The Oregon Citizens Alliance (OCA), is a vicious homophobic outfit with links to 
far-right militias and anti-environmental “wise use” activists in the Pacific North¬ 
west. In 1992, OCA sponsored Measure 9, a ballot initiative that sought to ban state 
protection or funding for “promotion” of homosexuality, pedophilia, sadism and 
masochism. The circulation of sinister anti-queer propaganda led to increased 
deaths threats and violence against gays and lesbians including two murders. Paul 
de Parrie was a frequent contributor to OCA’s tabloid The Oregon Alliance and co¬ 
authored Unholy Sacrifices of the New Age. Popular among “Patriots,” the book 
alleges that “neo-pagan cults” have inaugurated a diabolical campaign to eliminate 
Christianity through “human sacrifice”! 

56 . Neal Horsley, “Secession Via Nuclear Weapons: Nuclear Decisions are Forever,” 
Christian Gallery Web Page, nd, http://www.christiangallery.com/strategy.html. Hors¬ 
ley writes: “Every other viable option has been tried [to end legal abortion]. During 
the last twenty five years an orderly series of political resistance activities have 
occurred and the response of the American peole [sic] has proven that the great 
majority of citizens - Christian and pagan alike - are willing to see the Creator’s 
Rights totally obliterated as long as their lusts and personal agendas are satis¬ 
fied...The fruit of those choices is now to be made evident to the majority." 

57 . Karen Branan and Frederick Clarkson, “Extremism in Sheep’s Clothing: A Special 
Report on Human Life International,” Front Lines Research , New York, Public Policy 
Institute, Planned Parenthood Federation of America, June 1994, Vol. 1, No. 1. 


As antiabortion guerrillas are discovering, the master’s dog either learns 
not to bite the hand that feeds it or faces the consequences. 


“ANNIHILATING ABORTUARIES IS 
OUR PUREST FORM OF WORSHIP” 


Ever since The Army of God manual was dug up from Shelley Shan¬ 
non’s back yard, debate has raged whether it is the publication of an 
actual group or a convenient tag appropriated by partisans of “defen¬ 
sive action.’ But in the absence of compelling evidence one way or the 
other, a plausible solution to the puzzle begins by examining proverbial 
facts on the ground.” When considering the lack of a discernible pat¬ 
tern to antiabortion attacks, it is highly likely the vast majority of 
bombings and other forms of extreme violence are ideologically-driven 
crimes of convenience primarily at the local level, carried out by local 
activists, either acting alone, in small groups (“cells”) or in support of 
roving militants. In other words, the existence of a far-reaching national 
“Conspiracy” to destroy women’s reproductive rights is a highly dubi¬ 
ous proposition and a gross misreading of the specific character of far- 
right terrorism in the present frame. Unfortunately reality is far worse, 
suggesting multiple conspiracies locally and regionally by anonymous 
splinter groups. From an operational and strategic perspective whether 
or not such informal networks have connections to broader organiza¬ 
tions is irrelevant. In simple terms, if the clinic’s burned to the ground 
and the next provider is 200 miles away, victory can be declared and the 
next target focused in the cross-hairs. 

The AOG document probably surfaced in “rescue” circles during 
OR’s 1991 “Summer of Mercy” siege. As it circulated samizdat-style 
among hard-core activists, a burst of butyric acid attacks and a rash of 
clinic bombings and arson fires signaled the beginning of a new offen¬ 
sive against abortion access. Describing dozens of tactics for “untold 
numbers of thoughtful individuals planning battle strategy in this war 
against the child killers,the compendium outlines techniques for 
harassing clinic workers and patients. As the battle shifted to harder 
ground, the AOG adapted methods devised by earlier writers. 

In 1985, Joseph Scheidler’s Closed: 99 Ways to Stop Abortion^ and 
Kevin Sherlock’s Abortion Buster’s Manual^* were reference guides for 
dirty tricksters but they did not openly encourage violence, reflecting 
political conditions and possibilities for a total ban during the Reagan 
years. For Scheidler, mass antiabortion activism was always a means to 
exert pressure on traditional organs of state power: courts and legisla¬ 
tures. But by 1992, as political conditions deteriorated and the prospects 
of outlawing abortion in the near term were practically nil. Mark 
Crutcher’s Firestorm: A Guerrilla Strategy for a Pro-Life America, 
skirted the edges of legality. His recommendations for intensive 


58 . Sara Diamond, Roads to Dominion, 1995, The Guilford Press, New York, pp. 7-9. 
For more recent examples of state manipulation of far-right and neo-Nazi vigilantes 
used for attacks on the left, see: Ken Lawrence, “Vigilante Repression,” Covert 
Action Information Bulletin, Washington, D.C., Number 31, Winter 1989; Arthur E. 
Rowse, “Gladio: The Secret U.S. War to Subvert Italian Democracy,” Covert Action 
Quarterly, Washington, D.C., Number 49, Summer 1994; Richard Cleroux, “Canadian 
Intelligence Service (CSIS) Abets Neo-Nazis,” Covert Action Quarterly, Washington, 
D.C., Number 51, Winter 1994-95; “The Canadian State and the Extreme Right,” 
Antifa Forum, Toronto, Number 1, 1996; Tom Burghardt, “Paramilitary Violence and 
the State: The ‘Public-Private Partnership’ in Political Repression,” Antifa Forum, 
Toronto, Number 3, 1998. 

59 . AOG, p. v. 

60 . Joseph M. Scheidler, Closed: 99 Ways to Stop Abortion, 1985, Crossway Books, 
Westchester, Illinois. 

61 . Kevin Sherlock, Abortion Buster’s Manual, 1985; reprinted 1992 by David M. 
Conrady for Operation Rescue of California, in author’s collection. 



12 


ANTIFA FORUM # 4 



Operation Rescue’s 1991 “Summer of Mercy” protests 


psychological operations and the utilization of “black propaganda” 
techniques to “actively create dissension within the abortion industry” 
relied on broad infiltration of pro-choice groups by so-called “Spies for 
Life." 62 As such. Crutcher’s proposals were a bridge towards harder 
tactics. One scheme. “The 800 Club," nationally distributed 75,000 
copies of the toll-free phone numbers of more than 200 abortion 
providers. According to Crutcher. “A Florida abortion mill owner angri¬ 
ly displayed her most recent long distance phone bill which, she said, 
contained in excess of 5,000 toll-free calls made to her 800 line in just 
one month! ” 6 ^ 

Reflecting conspiratorial and apocalyptic themes prevalent among 
hard-line abortion foes, the introductory essay counsels: 

This is a manual for those who have come to understand that the 
battle against abortion is a battle not against flesh and blood, but 
against the devil and all the evil he can muster among flesh and blood to 
fight at his side. It is a How -To Manual of means to disrupt and ulti¬ 
mately destroy Satan’s power to kill our children, God’s children 6 ^ 

The world-view of the Mad Gluer, the AOG’s principle author, is 
driven by a profound hatred of a secular culture that has abandoned the 
medieval certainties of “obedience" to a cosmic ideal, God; a culture 
“ruled by a godless civil authority that is dominated by humanism, 
nihilism, and new-age perversion of the high standards upon which a 
Godly society must be founded, if it is to endure." Intersecting Protes¬ 
tant "dominion theology” and Catholic reaction, the manual mixes bib¬ 
lical references, instructions for making bombs alongside bizarre 
descriptions of “multitudes of little babies jammed into the courtroom, 
floating up around the ceiling laughing and giggling and marvelling 
[sic] at their protectors on trial.” 6 -* Hardly the standard fare of neo-Nazi 
“leaderless resistance" diatribes! 

Anecdotal evidence suggest strong affinities among the manual’s 
anonymous authors and groups like the Lambs of Christ and Mission¬ 
aries to the Preborn. Formed in 1988 after the first wave of Operation 
Rescue blockades receded, the Victim Souls of the Unborn Christ Child 
(aka, the Lambs of Christ), are led by a retired US Army colonel. Rev. 
Norman Weslin, a member of the Catholic Oblates of Wisdom order. 

62. Crutcher, 1992, pp. 62-64. 

63. "The 800 Club Takes A ‘Toll,”* LDI Update , Lewisville, TX, Life Dynamics, Incor¬ 
porated, April 1993, p. 3 

64. AOG, p. ii. 

65. ibid., pp. 1-2. 



Children blockading a clinic during the “Summer of Mercy” 


Although it is difficult to estimate the number of Lambs available for 
any particular clinic operation, researcher Dallas A. Blanchard believes 
the group has 30-40 full-time members, 250 part-time devotees and 
approximately 3,000 others who offer support through prayer, occasion¬ 
al housing for demonstrators and money. Organized along stria para¬ 
military lines, Weslin is the unquestioned authority running the show. 66 

When arrested Weslin and his associates “bear witness” to the help¬ 
lessness of aborted fetuses. “It occurred to me after I got out of jail in 
1988," Weslin recalls, “that the only way to stop the murder of God’s 
babies was to become victim-souls for Jesus Christ.” The Lamb mode of 
"rescue" evolved into total noncompliance. “We become babies when 
they arrest us. We can’t walk, because the babies can’t walk. The baby 
can’t give a name. We don’t have names." The Lambs have adopted even 
more extreme measures, including taking laxatives and other powerful 
emetics before their arrest and lying passively for hours in their own 
feces as a baby would do 6 ^ 

Into this feverish atmosphere walked antiabortion militant James 
Charles Kopp, wanted in conneaion with the sniper killing of Dr. Bar¬ 
nett Slepian. No doubt attraaed to Weslin’s inflexible personality, Kopp 
was fascinated by the challenge of constructing intricate locking devices 
that would hamper arrests during clinic blockades. One variation 
described in the manual relates how, 

The most beautiful Krypto park ins to date are where rescuers lock 
their ankles to the axle or feather springs of a junked car which they 
have towed to the doorway of the mill. Remember, the general principle 
of daylight krypto usage is to attach a human being as closely as possi¬ 
ble to the place where the fire department must cut to remove the res¬ 
cuer... In fact, some krypto applications are so intimate (the mini-lock on 
to the ankles) that many fire departments have refused to even attempt 

66 . Dallas A. Blanchard, The Anti-Abortion Movement and the Rise of the Religious 
Right , 1994, Twayne Publishers, New York, p. 70. 

67. ibid. 





AMERICAN JIHAD 


removal, and the mill stays shut the whole day. 68 

If the Lambs of Christ represent the outer edges of Catholic opposi¬ 
tion to abortion, then Milwaukee’s Missionaries to the Preborn play an 
analogous role for Protestant reactionaries. Founded by Joseph Foreman 
and Assembly of God minister, Matthew Trewhella, MTP stage clinic 
blockades employing elaborate “lock & block” tactics. With close ties to 
WVCY (“Voice of Christian Youth”), a right-wing radio and TV outlet, 
militants such as Trewhella, Dale Pultz and pastor Mike Skott launched 
No Place to Hide campaigns noted for their viciousness. 6 ^ In May 
1994, Planned Parenthood researchers attended the Wisconsin state 
party convention organized by New Right guru Howard Phillips’ Unit¬ 
ed States Taxpayers Party, a far-right group with ties to the militia 
movement. If they expected standard stump speeches, party buttons 
and hats, they were in for a shock. 7 ^ Trewhella railed against the evils 
of abortion and asked rhetorically: 

What should we do? We should be doing what thousands of people 
across this nation are doing. We should be forming militias, and there are 
people doing it across the nation...There are plans of resistance being 
made. Churches conform militia days and teach their men how to fight . 71 

During the convention, the Free Militia's 100-page Principles Justi¬ 
fying The Arming And Organizing Of A Militia was distributed. Influ¬ 
enced by Christian Reconstructionism and “New World Order” con¬ 
spiracy theories, the militia's organizational principles are laced with 
references to “biblical inerrancy” and urge members to organize cells to 
avoid detection by federal authorities.72 If there’s a ground zero demon¬ 
strating a broader convergence, if not operational links, among far-right 
“Patriots” and the strident antiabortion militancy typified by the Army 
of God, its among Trewhella and Foreman’s band of zealots. As Opera¬ 
tion Rescue shattered, Milwaukee became the hub for uncompromising 
"rescue” actions. It should come as no surprise that they attracted the 
likes of Andrew Burnett, Rachelle Shannon and James Charles Kopp 73 
to their blockade lines. And given Kopp’s avid interest in all manner of 
locking devices, its seems obvious that his tactical inquisitiveness was 
put to good use by Trewhella's holy warriors. But if the Missionaries to 
the Preborn and the Lambs of Christ, at least publicly, adhered to a pol¬ 
icy of strategic nonviolence, were there individuals among them willing 
to take the struggle to the next level? 

Paying homage to Scheidler’s 1985 primer the “working” sections 
are titled, “99 Covert Ways to Stop Abortion.” However, the tactics they 
recommend go much further than anything suggested by Scheidler’s 

68. AO6, p. 12. 

69. Verlyn Klinkenborg, “Violent Certainties,” Harpers , January 1995. 

70. John Goetz, “Missionaries Leader Calls For Armed Militias,” Front Lines 
Research, New York, Public Policy Institute, Planned Parenthood Federation of Amer¬ 
ica, Vol. 1, No. 2, August 1994, pp. 1-5. 

71. Betsy Thatcher, “Trewhella urges, ‘Be a good shot,’” The Milwaukee Sentinel, 
August 18, 1994. 

72. The Free Militia, Principles Justifying The Arming And Organizing Of A Militia, 
1994, mimeograph manual in author’s collection. 

73. David Voreacos and Jean Rimbach, “Abortion foe held jobs in Hoboken,” The 
Bergen Record, November 13, 1998. interestingly enough Kopp was an employee of 
the Good Counsel Homes, a “home for unwed mothers” in New Jersey. Founded by 
veteran “rescue missionaries” Chris and Joan Andrews-Bell, the Bells’ maintain they 
are “opposed to violence” despite joining Foreman and Norman Weslin irr signing a 
statement published in Life Advocate that was less than a principled condemnation 
of antiabortion terror. A featured speaker at Human Life International’s April 1999 
Toronto conference, Andrews-Bell said the killing of an abortion provider could be 
considered “justifiable homicide.” Drawing a subtle distinction between killings that 
occur at the homes of doctors and acts of violence done to save an “unborn child” 
at an “abortion mill,” Andrews-Bell claims she vehemently opposes all forms of vio¬ 
lence! Got that? Laura Bobak, “Anti-abortionist Speaks at Controversial Conference, 
Killing docs may be ‘justifiable’: Activist," Toronto Sun, April 12, 1999. 


call for a "year of pain and fear.” Ranging from petty vandalism such as 
squirting super glue in a clinic’s door locks, to instructions for damag¬ 
ing the structural integrity of a building, the AOG provides the anti¬ 
choice vandal with “what you need to know about the basic construc¬ 
tion of modern buildings to carry out sabotage...” 7 ^ Among the sugges¬ 
tions are sections on how to obtain and use butyric acid (“liquid res¬ 
cue”), as well as instructions on how to manufacture and detonate 
bombs, including a recipe for fabricating an ammonium nitrate device 
used in the deadly 1995 attack on the Murrah federal building in Okla¬ 
homa City. While the first two editions insisted that nonviolence 
towards individuals was an essential goal, by the time the third edition 
appeared in late 1992 the strategy had undergone a significant transfor¬ 
mation. Anticipating arguments used by proponents of “justifiable 
homicide.” the AOG declares: 

Protection often means the use of force, even deadly force against the 
criminal. No trial, no jury, no appeal and no stay of execution. We had 
hoped never actually to get to that moment in Amerikan history when 
the following essay would be deemed necessary. However, because this 
is, indeed, a life and death struggle, there is no alternative open to us. 76 

The factors precipitating their tactical conversion were the attempted 
murder of Dr. Douglas Karpen in Houston, Texas and the wounding of 
two clinic workers in Springfield. Missouri by a masked, shotgun- 
wielding assassin. One of the clinic workers, Claudia Gilmore, was per¬ 
manently paralyzed during the assault. The AOG claimed. “All three of 
the above survived, and no activists were credited for the shootings. 
David Gunn was the first ‘direct hit’ attributed to us.” 76 While the evi¬ 
dence linking any of the assassins (other than Shannon) to the Army of 
God is circumstantial at best, their statement provides a glimpse into 
the cold fury motivating fragments of the direct action movement. 

Beginning officially with the passage of the Freedom of Choice Act - 
We, the remnant of God-fearing men and women of the United States of 
Amerika, do officially declare war on the entire child killing industry. 
After praying, fasting, and making continual supplication to God for 
your pagan, heathen, infidel souls, - we then peacefully, passively pre¬ 
sented our bodies in front of your death camps, begging you to stop the 
mass murder of infants. Yet you hardened your already blackened, jaded 
hearts. We quietly accepted the resulting imprisonment and suffering of 
our passive resistance. 

No longer! All of the options have expired. Our Most Dread Sover¬ 
eign Lord God requires that whosoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed. Not out of hatred of you, but out of love for the per¬ 
sons you exterminate, we are forced to take arms against you. Our life 
for yours - a simple equation. Dreadful. Sad. Reality, nonetheless. You 
shall not be tortured at our hands. Vengeance belongs to God only. How¬ 
ever, execution in [sic] rarely gentle , 77 

Despite rhetorical excesses, it should be clear by now that those 
favoring clinic vandalism, bombing and murder may have raised the 
stakes but they did nothing to advance the Christian Right’s reactionary 
social agenda. The small number of apologists who favor lethal force have 
not only isolated themselves from all but a tiny minority of right-wing 
Christians, their cheerleading has had a negative effect on the movement 
as a whole. Although the Christian Right is the largest social movement 

74. AOG, p. 10. 

75. ibid., p. 135. 

76. ibid., p. 134. 

77. ibid., pp. 135-136. 
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in North America today and continues to leverage political influence 
through a broad repertoire of social issues, the adverse impact produced 
by a strata of activists willing to use force has resulted in the political 
weakening of self-styled “social conservatives" and the discrediting of 
antiabortion activism as a whole. As the direct action movement con¬ 
tracts into a core of self-righteous warriors, those who embrace an ethic 
of “godly” violence do so not from a position of strength, but precisely 
because they failed to attract and mobilize popular support. 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN THE CROSS-HAIRS 

The gospel of antiabortion violence preached by the "Army of God” 
and their apologists isn’t an abstract philosophical debate, but a specific 
tactical approach for destroying reproductive health care and controlling 
women’s lives. Paradoxically, as antiabortion activism declines to the 
vanishing point, today’s violence offensive has brought the movement 
ever-closer to its goal: make abortion inaccessible prior to new political 
moves designed to make the procedure illegal. As the use of force debate 
sharpens, attacks become increasingly bolder and potentially more 
deadly. This is no accident considering the targets focused within the 
cross-hairs: working class women who can ill-afford the loss of access to 
local abortion services. 

Since Dr. Slepian’s murder last October, more than 30 women’s clinics 
have received suspicious letters and packages purporting to contain 
spores of lethal anthrax bacteria. Though the threats were hoaxes, the 
possibility that biowarfare agents might be used used against abortion 
providers (and anyone else in the area) is a graphic measure of the depths 
of political desperation fueled by “abortion holocaust” fantasies. 7 ** 

At the same time bombing attacks are perilously close to striking occu¬ 
pied facilities. In March, a bomb exploded outside the Femcare clinic in 
Asheville, North Carolina. Positioned against the outer waiting room wall, 
only faulty construction prevented the large device from detonating com¬ 
pletely. According to reports, the bomb went off half an hour before the clin¬ 
ic was scheduled to open. An explosives expert said if the full force of the 
blast had been directed towards the structure it would “have devastated the 
entire end of the building and gone into the building approximately 40 to 60 
feet.” Surveying the damage. ATF agent Richard Fox told reporters. “We 
feel this bomb was intended to go off and...to kill, maim or hurt people.” 7 ^ 

Despite rhetoric opposing violence, it would be illusory to believe the 
actions of “lone gunmen,” bombers and arsonists who employ terrorist 
tactics “take the field” in isolation from a broader fundamentalist subcul¬ 
ture. Embedded within the settler-colonial societies of Canada and the 
United States, the religio-political orientation of a sizable proportion of 
right-wing Christians make them responsive to demagogic appeals 
against demonized “others” allegedly threatening “God and country.” 
And when a handful “go off the grid,” they do so fully-armed with an 
agenda that goes well beyond abortion. 

Reflexively hostile to equality and the expression of difference, partic¬ 
ularly when the sexual and social liberation of women are seen as threats 
to the “fundamental order of things,” several characteristics link political 

78. “Abortion clinics receive more anthrax threats, “ The Associated Press, February 

18, 1999; “Abortion clinic gets anthrax threat,” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, February 

19, 1999; Oscar Avila and Christine Vendel, “Planned Parenthood clinic is first KC 
target of anthrax threats,” The Kansas City Star, February 22, 1999; Brad Schrade, 
“Anthrax scare empties offices hit by ‘97 bomb,” The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 
February 23, 1999. 

79. “Bomb explodes outside N.C. abortion clinic; no injuries,” The Associated Press, 
March 13, 1999; Chris Burritt, “Duffel bag may have hidden clinic bomb,” The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, March 15, 1999. 


fundamentalism to the far-right: A simplistic dualism that sees virtually 
everything in terms of irreconcilable black-white dichotomies: strict 
adherence to “traditional norms” especially in regards to family and 
authority: a conspiratorial world view that relies on scapegoating, particu¬ 
larly when “official” enemies are targets: and lastly, belief that the repres¬ 
sive national security state exists solely as an enforcer of traditional 
morality and privilege for a minority within limits imposed by “actually 
existing capitalism Sectarian splinters such as the Army of God do not 
exist in a political and social vacuum: antiabortion violence is a quintes¬ 
sential^ American phenomenon, analogous to earlier campaigns directed 
against the movement for black civil rights or on-going incursions against 
labor organizing, queer rights and environmental activism. 

Finally, antiabortion violence (and the broader movement from which 
it emerged), attempts to discredit women’s capacity to make moral judg¬ 
ments consistent with their concrete material existence. In this respect, 
abortion is a class issue with wide ramifications for the nature of the soci¬ 
ety in which we live and the social conditions we struggle against. Christ¬ 
ian Right polemics against abortion are inevitable components of broad, 
wide-ranging attacks against feminism and left-wing social movements 
fighting for a radical alternative to capitalism. Abortion is wrong, not sim¬ 
ply because it “kills babies.” but precisely because women’s claim to sexu¬ 
ally fulfilling lives and reproductive options are made in terms of the 
objective situations in which they live. Economic and social conditions 
today, colored by global capital’s relentless drive for “profit over people,” 
are the precise points that most directly impinge on the meaning of child¬ 
bearing in women’s lives. Yet despite pledges to improve access to infor¬ 
mation about reproductive health care made five years ago during the 
International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, 
600,000 women die each year from complications during pregnancy and 
childbirth and nearly 80,000 of these deaths result from unsafe abortions, 
according to the World Health Organization.*^ At this point the battle for 
reproductive rights becomes a collective struggle for a free and equitable 
society. Once this process begins, the “Army of God,” their apologists and 
the system that produces social misery and fascist violence on a grand 
scale will be swept away like so much historical dust. After all is said and 
done, the future is in our hands. 


At this point the battle for 
reproductive rights becomes a 
collective struggle for a free and 
equitable society. 


80. Blanchard, 1994, p. 140; Diamond, 1995, op. cit. 

81. “80,000 women die from abortions despite world health pledge,” Agence 
France-Presse, February 12, 1999. 
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Throughout the last decade of the twentieth century, America’s 
Christian Right has captured the attention of people around the world. 
Under a banner of sexual discipline and religious piety, grassroots 
activists and slick politicians have worked together to reverse gains won 
by the Left over the past thirty years. 

Human Life International is one of the major Catholic players within 
this predominantly Protestant movement. As such it has an important 
part to play in the Vatican’s renewed campaign against modernity, a role 
that puts it firmly in cahoots with evangelical Christians and the broad¬ 
er secular New Right. 

HLI works to lay the groundwork for a renewed Catholic Right. As 
such, its activities are primarily educational and consist largely of liter¬ 
ature distribution and holding regular conferences where the faithful 
can hear various experts speak. One is hard-pressed to find demonstra¬ 
tions or clinic blockades organised by HLI as such, although the group 
does co-sponsor and assist in the organising of such events, supplying 
gory posters, leaflets and advisors to more action-oriented organisa¬ 
tions. It has also poured money from its multi-million dollar annual 
budget into affiliated groups around the world 1 . 

FIGHTING FOR (ETERNAL) LIFE 

To fully appreciate the different political positions taken by Human 
Life International and its allies, some attention must be paid to the theo¬ 
logical underpinnings of Catholic conservatism in North America. 

A key moment in the development of the modern Catholic Right was 
the publication of Pope Paul Vi’s encyclical letter Humanitae Vitae 2 3 in 
1968, wherein both abortion and contraception were condemned as 
grave sins that interfere with God's plan for human life. Despite - or 
perhaps because of - the intense hostility with which most Catholics 
greeted Humanitae Vitae, the document has become a rallying point for 
conservatives and a means by which they define the limits of the ortho¬ 
dox Church. It reassured them that despite any misgivings they might 
have felt regarding the "new” post-conciliar Church^, the pope was still 
on their side. Abortion came to symbolize modern societal decay and the 
subversion emanating from the feminist and left-wing movements of the 
sixties, and the way most Catholics ignored Humanitae Vitae exempli¬ 
fied the crisis of authority within the Church. 

1. “A New Rite: Conservative Catholic Organizations and their allies” by Steve Askin, 
Conscience Spring 1994, p. 18. 

2. Humanitae Vitae; On Human Life, Encyclical Letter by Pope Paul VI July 25, 1968. 
Available on the internet at the HLI-allied Priests For Life site: http://www.priestsfor- 
life.org/magisterium/humanaevitae.htm 

3. “Post-conciliar” refers to the Second Vatican Council, a meeting of all the world’s 

bishops convened by Pope john XXIII in the early sixties. The Council significantly 
liberalized the Church, and thoroughly alienated many conservatives. 


The History HI Human life International 

by Eric Gartman 

While Humanitae Vitae laid down the law for Catholics around the 
world, different countries had their own national bishops’ organizations 
responsible for actually speaking out on behalf of the Church. In the 
United States this was the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
also known as the United States Catholic Conference. For over a decade 
this group’s position on abortion was that of the “consistent ethic”, first 
elaborated by its former president Joseph Bernardin in 1983. Also 
known as the "seamless garment”. Cardinal Bernardin’s theory holds 
that abortion is one of many social evils that plague modern society, and 
not necessarily the only one with which Catholics should concern them¬ 
selves. It encouraged “progressive” anti-choice activists to tie abortion 
to issues like racism, unemployment and nuclear war. 

While the consistent ethic did help to consolidate a certain level of 
opposition to reproductive freedom, it outraged conservatives who felt 
that the Cardinal had “sold out the unborn" by relegating their very 
lives to the same level as trendier but less pressing causes. According to 
James Hitchcock, the leading intellectual of the American Catholic 
Right, “The eventual result was a measurable weakening of the political 
effectiveness of the pro-life movement, which is probably what 
Bernardin intended.” 4 

It is true that Bernardin’s ethic was a godsend for Catholics who 
wished neither to defend nor to challenge the Church’s dogmatic oppo¬ 
sition to reproductive freedom. Perhaps unintentionally, the Bishop of 
Chicago had weakened Humaitae Vitae’s import by diluting its unpopu¬ 
lar message in a soup of progressive causes. Conservatives accused 
Catholic politicans of hiding behind the seamless garment, of pretend¬ 
ing that they did not have to concentrate on the abortion question as this 
was only one of many forms of violence in society. 

In 1995, Pope John Paul Ifs encyclical letter Evangelium Vitae^ built 
upon the points made in Humanitae Vitae to indict modern secular 
society in a way that was met with outright jubilation among conserva¬ 
tives. While the document did contain passages acknowledging the 
importance of ecological conservation, democracy and human rights, 
unlike the consistent ethic it clearly established that abortion was the 
principal evil plaguing society. To the degree that there had been dis¬ 
agreement within the NCCB/USCC regarding the significance of 
abortion within society^, the pope was clearly on the side of the more 
right-wing bishops. 

4. “Cardinal Bernardin’s Legacy”, James Hitchcock. Hitchcock almost certainly over¬ 
states the case against Bernardin; the late Cardinal was consistently anti-abortion, 
referring to the right to life as “the fundamental human right”, accusing pro-choice 
individuals of being “pro-abortion” and claiming that such a position "collides 
directly [with the] church’s objective moral teaching". For a good examination of 
Bernardin’s ethic and the NCCB/USCC, see Byrnes, Timothy A. and Segers, Mary C. 
ed. The Catholic Church and the Politics of Abortion: A View from the States West- 
view Press 1992, especially pages 21-25 and 71-86. 

5. On the Value and Inviolability of Human Life Evangelium Vitae Encyclical Letter 
Addressed by the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II, found at 
http://www.past0rnet.net.au/bwilliams/jp2evanv.htm 

6. Byrnes & Segers op cit., pp. 21-25. 
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Father Paul Marx with his patented “foetus in a jar** 


Evangelium Vitae claimed that sinful structures were promoting a 
culture that favoured death and perverse freedom over life and true free¬ 
dom, which was defined as knowing God. The pope solemnly declared 
that a “culture of life” based on traditional Christianity was doing war 
with a “culture of death” based on selfishness, secularism and violence. 
Bishop Elio Sgreccia of the Pontifical Academy for Life told anti-abor¬ 
tion activists that Evangelium Vitae “provides the lines and the guiding 
criteria for working out future strategies in defense of human life from 
conception until natural death.” 7 

Conservatives were encouraged by the pontiff’s call to action, and 
many agreed with his alarming statements that "we are in fact faced by 
an objective ‘conspiracy against life’” and that "the mass media are 
often implicated in this conspiracy, by [...] depicting as enemies of free¬ 
dom and progress those positions which are unreservedly pro-life.” 8 
Evangelium Vitae singled out the anti-abortion movement for praise as 
one of the key protagonists in this clash between good and evil. It under¬ 
lined the centrality of abortion in the “culture of death”, blaming 
secularism and individualized notions of personal freedom for modern 
moral decay. 

Standing firmly on the ground laid by Humanitae Vitae and Evan¬ 
gelium Vitae, and having always rejected the more subtle seamless gar¬ 
ment, HLI focuses on abortion while opposing almost all forms of non- 
procreative sexuality for encouraging "death”. Indeed, the culture of 
death can become a kind of doppelganger to Bernardin’s consistent 
ethic, indicting everything from dissent in the Church to feminism, 
socialised medicine and the New Age movement. So when HLI 
describes itself as “pro-life” it not only means that it is anti-abortion, 
but that it is doing battle with death itself, as exemplified by secular 
American culture. 

BREEDING THE FUTURE 

Natalism, the concern with increasing the birth rate, is encouraged 
by both Humanitae Vitae and Evangelium Vitae, and is championed by 
the Pontifical Council on the Family, the Vatican department in charge 
of “pro-life” affairs. In a document published in 1998, the PCF warned 
of general global depopulation with a few exceptions in the Third World 

7. “Pope’s encyclical on life fuels strategy sessions at pro-life conference in Rome,” 
HLI Reports 1995 - Available on the web at 
http://www.hli.org/publications/hlir/1996/repnov3.html 

8 . Evangelium Vitae , point 17. 


where numbers were continuing to rise. The PCF stated ambiguously 
that “some of the difficulties that rich countries find today in effectively 
limiting clandestine immigration from poorer countries may be only the 
precursor of the problems which lie ahead.”^ 

Natalism also clearly forms part of HLI’s concern with abortion; this 
is clear in its use of the terms “holocaust” and “genocide”, in its belief 
in secret conspiracies trying to depopulate the planet, and in its obses¬ 
sion with declining birth-rates around the world. Just as similar con¬ 
cerns have formed the bridge between the Catholic sexual agenda and 
the pro-fascist Right in the past, so groups like HLI constitute a meeting 
place for all manner of abortion foes today. 

Father Paul Marx, who founded HLI in 1981 and continues to sit on 
the group’s Board of Directors, is a prime example of how natalism can 
lead to racism. Marx is on record accusing Moslem doctors of aborting 
Christian babies 10 , and has claimed that abortion constitutes a holo¬ 
caust orchestrated primarily by Jews and Freemasons. 11 An entire 
chapter of his book Confessions of a Prolife Missionary is entitled "Pro- 
Abortion Jews and the Abortion Holocaust”. 

In the 1980s, Marx worried that “the white Western world is com¬ 
mitting suicide,” explaining that “I guess we have 250,000 Vietnamese 
here already, and they are going to have large families; the Orientals 
always do. God knows how many Mexicans cross the border every 
night... And if we ever have to fight the Russians, I wonder if these peo¬ 
ple will be willing to stake their lives.” 12 Despite these remarks, HLI 
continues to stand by Marx and distribute his racist works. Neither he 
nor any other HLI official has ever retracted or apologised for any of 
these statements. 

Nor is Marx the only bigot in this “pro-life” group. In Quebec, long¬ 
time HLI associate Gilles Grondin works with clearly fascist and racist 
organisations like the Centre d’information nationale Robert 
Rumilly 15 , and the small anti-choice outfit he heads submitted a brief 
to the government claiming that abortion is one part of an international 
conspiracy to lower the birth-rate of French Quebeckers 14 . At HLIs 
1995 conference, CINRR treasurer Maurice Prevost gave a speech 
in which he decried the "holocaust” taking place in Quebec, where 
French Quebeckers have abortions yet adopt children from outside of 
the country. 15 

Several of HLI’s supporters have been particularly keen on elaborat¬ 
ing a vision of Christianity as a specifically European cultural asset, 
a kind of spiritual dam separating heathen Asia from the civilized West. 
In the words of Paul Marx, they hope “to help fulfill Pope John Paul II s 
dream of a re-Christianized, united Europe from the Atlantic to 
the Urals.” 16 

Siegried Ernst, a Lutheran doctor described by Marx as “the great¬ 
est pro-lifer in Europe”, 17 is one outspoken champion of “Christian 

9. Declaration on the decrease of fertility in the world, Pontifical Council for the 
Family, February 27, 1998 

10. “Extremism and Anti-Semitism at HLI: A Rogues’ Gallery” by Karen Brenan and 
Fred Clarkson, Front Lines Research v.i #1 June 1994. This article is available at: 
http://www.plannedparenthood.org/Library/opposition/VohNum1/art2vol1num1.htm 

11. For just a few examples of this see: Marx, Paul Confessions of a ProLife Mission¬ 
ary HLI 1988, p. 179, 268-273, 298; Marx, Paul Fighting for Life pp. 139,149, 

12. Novick, Michael White Lies White Power Common Courage Press 1995, pp.157- 
158. 

13. “The past is our master?” by Eric Cartman, Antifa Forum #3 p.32. 

14. “La Denatalite du Quebec : le vrai probleme,” Vitalite mars 1993. 

15. “Aux portes de I’enfer”, Voir 27 avril-3 mai 1995. 

16. Askin, op cit., p. 20 

17. Marx, Confessions... op cit., p. 9 
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Europe ”. Ernst is sometimes described by HLI as one of its official advi¬ 
sors. He cofounded the group European Doctors Action with Wolfgang 
Borowsky, a neo-Nazi who has quoted approvingly from the Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, and who has stated that "Communism is mainly a 
creation of the Jews.” 8 Ernst himself has also made several comments 
bemoaning the lack of German patriotism among the young, and the 
“attitude of degenerated masochism which makes us destroy systemati¬ 
cally our own breed and race and makes us passively watch how our 
own mental, moral, and biological inheritance is getting wasted 
and ruined". 19 

Comments like this led several German courts to rule that a woman 
sued for defamation by Ernst was within her rights to call him a "neo- 
fascist”. HLI’s North American officials tried to explain this away by 
referring to unreasonably lax German libel laws, a disingenuous claim 
seeing as the judge in this case had stated that “the things he says are 
so racially discriminating that any impartial observer can see parallels 
to the ideology of the Third Reich.” 29 

Yet HLI is not a neo-Nazi organisation, but instead affirms a well- 
worn position of eurocentric paternalism towards people of colour. It 
has chapters in Africa, Asia and South America opposing birth control 
and abortion not only for whites, but also for people of colour. Opening 
Mass at its 1995 World Conference was celebrated by Francis Arinze, 
the Nigerian Cardinal mentioned in the US media as a possible con¬ 
tender to become the first Black pope in 1500 years when John Paul II 
finally expires. In South Africa, Glenys and Claude Newbury - HLIs 
white representatives in that area, who under apartheid accused the 
African National Congress of being controlled by Marxists - today 
accuse Nelson Mandela of carrying out genocide against Black 
Africans. 2 ^ 

While none of this is evidence of effective anti-racism, it should give 
pause to those who consider the Religious Right to merely be the KICK 
in priestly drag. 

JESUS WAS A STRAIGHT MAN 

Most conservatives consider homosexuality to be an important part 
of the "culture of death”. In the eyes of many, disobedience to the pope’s 
sexual demands symbolises a deep crisis of authority in the Church. 
Like contraceptives and abortion, the question of queer civil rights is 
used as a test to see whether or not one is “really Catholic”. More than 
one insufficiently orthodox priest has been denounced by local rightists 
- generally with the support of the Vatican - for sanctioning AIDS edu¬ 
cation, anti-homophobia workshops or similar “abominations”. To 
quote one infamous muckraker who specialises in hunting down disobe¬ 
dient clergy, “In order to justify their sexual sins, American Catholics 
and their liberal theologians have found it necessary to attack the very 
truth-structure of the Church.” 22 

On this question like so many others, the Vatican has come down 
hard on the side of the Catholic Right, mainly through the Congrega¬ 
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, the historic descendant of the Office of 

18. Branan and Clarkson loc cit. 

19. Ibid. 

20. Ibid. 

21. “It’s Christians versus Christians over abortion” by Gaye Davis, Mail & Guardian 
18-10-1996. 

22. E. Michael Jones quoted in Cuneo, Michael W. The Smoke of Satan: Conserva¬ 
tive and Traditionalist Dissent in Contemporary American Catholicism Oxford Univer¬ 
sity Press 1997, p. 42. 


the Holy Inquisition. While it no longer tortures or executes dissident 
theologians, under the current leadership of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
the CDF has been instrumental in silencing left-wing Catholics around 
the world. It has repeatedly trained its sights on those thought to be soft 
on issues of sexual morality, and theologians who speak out in defence 
of queers have been censored and threatened with a loss of their jobs at 
Catholic universities and seminaries. Indeed, issues connected to sexual 
preference can rival Humanitae Vitae itself as vectors for co-operation 
between conservatives and the Vatican. 

According to the CDF, homosexual feelings constitute a tendency 
towards "an intrinsic moral evil”. 25 While insisting that the Vatican 
does not actually sanction violence against queers, Ratzinger denies his 
Church’s culpability in such acts, preferring to shift the blame to the 
“deceitful” queer liberation movement: 

“[T]he proper reaction to crimes committed against homosexual per¬ 
sons should not be to claim that the homosexual condition is not disor¬ 
dered. When such a claim is made and when homosexual activity is con¬ 
sequently condoned , or when civil legislation is introduced to protect 
behavior to which no one has any conceivable right, neither the Church 
nor society at large should be surprised when other distorted notions and 
practices gain ground, and irrational and violent reactions increase Z’ 24 

This outspoken homophobia has encouraged the resurgent Catholic 
Right to work closely with the more secular New Right in promoting 
homophobia on this continent. HLI itself has been particularly well 
placed to join in this campaign. It was shepherded through its first years 
by the leading thinktank in the US New Right, the Free Congress Foun¬ 
dation (then known as the Committee for the Survival of a Free Con¬ 
gress). Generously funded by several very wealthy capitalists 25 the 
FCF was a key instigator of the campaigns against queer civil rights 
that erupted throughout the US in the early nineties. Ten years earlier it 
had laid the groundwork for this hysteria by promoting propaganda 
such as The Homosexual Network and Gays, AIDS and You, 2 ^ creating 
a large pool of literature “proving” every crazy charge imaginable 
regarding gays and lesbians. 

Along with HLI, the Free Congress Foundation was an early pro¬ 
moter of Paul Cameron, a psychologist whose “research" found that 
only 2% of gay men survive to age 65. with the average age of death 
being 46 2 ^ He also claimed that queers were disproportionately more 
likely to become serial killers, child molesters, murderers and thieves, 
and that one is fifteen times more likely to be killed by a homosexual 
than by a heterosexual during a sex-murder spree. 2 ^ Cameron 

23. On the Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons Letter to the Bishops of the 
Catholic Church Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith October 1, 1986, point 3 

24. Ibid., p. 10. This tine has been repeated in other CDF documents, for instance in 
Some Considerations Concerning the Catholic Response to Legislative Proposals on 
the Non-Discrimination of Homosexual Persons Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith 1992 

25. “Major donors include members of the Coors beer family; the Krieble family of 
the Loctite Corp; Nancy DeMoss; Michael and Helen Valerio of Papa Gino’s; Howard 
Ahmonson jr. of the Fieldstead Foundation; the DeVos Foundation; and Richard and 
Helen DeVos of the Amway Corp.”, Berlet, Chip ed. Eyes Right! South End Press 

1995 P- 369 

26. “Constructing Homophobia: Colorado’s Right-Wing Attack on Homosexuals” by 
Jean Hardisty in Ibid., pp. 89-91 

27. Cameron, P., Playfair, W. L., & Wellum, S. (1994). The longevity of homosexuals: 
Before and after the AIDS epidemic Omega, 29, 249-272. Cameron’s work has been 
thoroughly debunked by Dr Gregory Herek. The Queer Resource Directory also 
contains a list of sites exposing Cameron’s work: 
http://www.qrd.org/QRD/www/RRR/cameron.html 

28. “Anti-gay numbers don’t add up” by Mark Pietrzyk, Rocky Mountain News 
September 19, 1994. 
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proposed castration and the death penalty as viable means of combat¬ 
ing homosexuality, and regarded “elimination of the carrier” as a way to 
solve the AIDS crisis if less drastic solutions like branding HIV+ indi¬ 
viduals on the face failed to work 

While they may not all agree with his murderous prescription, an 
incredibly large number of right-wing Christians use Cameron’s data to 
support their anti-gay agenda. In the United States his work is referred 
to by groups like Focus on the Family, Concerned Woman for America, 
the American Family Association and the Family Research Council, to 
name just a few. In Canada he has been quoted extensively in right- 
wing Christian publications, as well as by “pro-life” politicians like 
Tom Wappel, a leader of the small Christian Right ginger group inside 
the ruling Federal Liberal Party. Indeed, this is the way in which the 
entire Christian Right has learnt to deal with Cameron’s bad reputa¬ 
tion, by pushing him into the shadows while relying heavily on his 
data 30 This despite the fact that he has admitted to fabricating anecdo¬ 
tal evidence and that a number of professional bodies have condemned 
his research methods and found that he lied about the work of others. 31 

HLI was one of the last to stop publicly supporting Cameron. For 
many years the group had touted him as an expert on homosexuality, 


29. “Activist suggests branding for AIDS victims,” United Press International July 
31st 1987 

30. “His claims, and the rhetoric within which his claims are advanced, are extrem¬ 
ist in tenor, and the mainstream [Christian Right] often prefers to keep Cameron 
himself in the background while continuing to rely on his research in their own 
publications.” Herman, Didi The Antigay Agenda University of Chicago Press 1997, 
P- 77 - 

31. The American Psychological Association expelled Cameron in 1983, the Nebraska 
Psychological Association followed suit in 1984, and in 1985 the American Sociologi¬ 
cal Association declared that “Dr. Paul Cameron has consistently misinterpreted and 
misrepresented sociological research on sexuality, homosexuality, and lesbianism”. 


yet this came to an end at its 14th World Conference on Love, Life and 
the Family held in Montreal in 1995, where Cameron was scheduled to 
give several workshops. Work by local activists brought enough atten¬ 
tion to his record that rumours were circulating that the Canadian gov¬ 
ernment would bar him from the country. Hardly a single newspaper 
article about the conference failed to deal with the issue of “face-brand¬ 
ing”. This is how HLI finally learnt the same lesson as other members of 
the Christian Right: it may be effective to quote the “fact” that gays and 
lesbians are sick child-molesting criminals, but it is best not to draw 
attention to the source of this information. The group very publicly con¬ 
demned Cameron’s calls for violence and murder, and demanded that its 
erstwhile ally publicly retract these comments. When the homophobic 
scare-monger stuck by his guns and refused, his workshops were 
cancelled. 32 

Pure hypocrisy? Perhaps. Like many others. HLI continues to rely on 
Cameron's “research”. It sells his books and pamphlets around the 
world, and of course shows no signs of abandoning its own homophobic 
agenda. Nevertheless, mass murder is not the Church’s preferred solu¬ 
tion regarding queers. Instead it claims that “homosexually oriented” 
individuals can become heterosexual, and that until they do so God 
wants them to remain celibate. To pursue these goals a number of right- 
wing rackets encourage queers to undergo treatment for their alleged 
sickness. 

“Courage”, founded by Father John Harvey in 1980, is one such 
group that has been actively promoted by the Church. Modelled on the 
Alcoholics Anonymous 12-step program, it advances from the premise 
that homosexuality is a sickness or addiction to be resisted. Good 
homosexuals, like good alcoholics, are those who abstain: there is no 
such thing as a healthy gay relationship. Father Harvey once warned a 
detractor not to try to argue with him. “Do you believe that all homo¬ 
sexual genital activity is by its very nature immoral? If the answer is no 
then dialogue is out of the question.” 33 

When called upon to provide “balance” in situations where 
Catholics have spoken out against homophobia, Father Harvey has 
explained that “The human body was not made for sodomy. It is a viola¬ 
tion of the body, a perversion of true human sexuality.” 34 He has 
accused groups like Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays of 
promoting anti-Christian principles and forcing companies to promote 
same-sex marriages. He has even had the gall to complain that parents 
who refuse to accept their children’s homosexuality are “usually 
ostracized by the son or daughter and often by siblings," adding that 
“they can get help by getting support from other people in the same 
situation.” 33 

Father Harvey is a frequent speaker at HLI conferences and the 
group has sponsored special tours around the world in order to promote 
his work. Recently a number of Courage chapters have cropped up in 
Australia and New Zealand, inspired by one such HLI-sponsored tour. 

Another, less markedly Catholic “healing” organisation that HLI 
promotes is the National Association for Research and Therapy of 

32. “HU’s top 10 extremists; What the anti-abortion convention’s info packet does¬ 
n’t say” by Kristin Andrews and Chris Sheridan, Montreal Mirror Thursday, April 20, 
1995. 

33. “No encouragement for Quest,” Quest Chronicle #11 September 1997 

34. “Courage Founder Warns Parents of Dangers of P-FLAG,” by Michael S. Rose, 
Saint Catahrine’s Review. Not published in hardcopy, but available on the web at: 
http://www.aquinas-multimedia.com/catherine/courage.html 
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Homosexuality, founded in 1992 by Joseph Nicolosi. According to its 
current vice-president Benjamin Kaufman, NARTH was set up in order 
to provide a “credible secular” platform for homophobes whose audi¬ 
ence had previously been pretty much limited to the Religious Right 56 

NARTH’s officers “acknowledge that many homosexual men and 
women do not wish to change their psychosexual adaptation, and we 
respect their wishes not to seek therapy. Furthermore, we do not wish to 
diminish the rights of homosexual people in society.” 57 Yet the group 
also “works to protect the rights of patients who do seek treatment, as 
well as the rights of the therapists who treat them”. It claims that homo¬ 
sexuality “distorts the natural bond of friendship that would naturally 
unite persons of the same sex”, “works against society’s natural 
male/female design and the family unit”, and is therefore a disorder 
with tragic consequences. 5 ** 

Of course, NARTH’s reasoning is harmful to all queer people. By 
legitimising the opinion that queers are sick, Nicolosi and his ilk cannot 
help but contribute to what has been termed “compulsory heterosexual¬ 
ity”. Furthermore, these “healers” are drawn to harmful conclusions 
that rival some of Dr Cameron’s. For instance, in an article by Canadi¬ 
an HLI associate Joe Woodard in the right-wing Alberta Report maga¬ 
zine, Nicolosi is quoted warning that were a cure to be found for AIDS it 
would merely encourage gay men in their homosexuality.^ 

While NARTH represents a fringe element within the mental health 
industry, it has been eagerly promoted by HLI and others on the Reli¬ 
gious Right. Some observers have already noted that this support trans¬ 
lates into a large pool of potential clients, as conservative Christians 
send their wayward sons and daughters to NARTH-approved thera¬ 
pists. While it is difficult to gauge the extent to which this is already 
going on. a recent survey by Connecticut Psychological Association’s 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force found that 4% of therapists are including 
"conversion therapy” in their practice, and almost twice that amount 
believe that such therapy is worthwhile. 4 ^ 

NARTH and Courage both work closely with more political organi¬ 
sations like HLI in order to oppose queer rights. Time after time, homo- 
phobic activists have cited the so-called “ex-gay” movement as proof 
that homosexuality is a chosen behavior, and as such is liable to moral 
condemnation. This provides an ideological response to the liberal gay 
and lesbian movement’s strategy of arguing for equal rights "because 
we can’t help being gay" - a strategy which, incidentally, leaves 
bisexuals and transgendered individuals completely vulnerable to the 
Right’s arguments. 

WITCHES AND MAN-HATERS 

Bearing allegiance to family values that are both patriarchal and 
heterosexist, it should come as no surprise that the Catholic Right is 
viscerally opposed to feminism. Many consider women’s emancipation 
from traditional sex roles as a calamity that has befallen Western civi¬ 
lization. It is worth noting, however, that there are two separate anti 
feminist discourses promoted by groups like HLI, one concerned with 

36. “Dangerous practice: inside the conversion therapy controversy,” by Laura 
Markowitz, In the Family January 1999. 

37. “NARTH: National Association for Research and Therapy of Homosexuality,” 
NARTH promotional brochure, undated. 

38. Ibid. 

39. “An AIDS cure could increase gay promiscuity,” Joe Woodard, Alberta Report 25- 
3-96 

40. Dangerous practice op cit. 



and aimed at secular society, the other with the integrity of traditional 
Church doctrine. 


YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY 

REAL Women of Canada and the Endeavour Forum (formerly 
Women Who Want to be Women) in Australia are two of the better 
known secular anti-feminist groups with which HLI works (N.B.: the 
word “secular” is being used solely in reference to the terrain on which 
these groups work, as their leadership is often deeply religious and 
firmly integrated into the Christian Right). They follow a model 
pioneered by Phyllis Schlafly’s Eagle Forum in the United States, that 
of opposing perceived advances by the feminist movement into the 
State arena while co-operating with right-wing groups whose focus 
goes beyond women’s issues 41 Opposing abortion is a key motivating 
factor behind these anti-feminist groups , 4 ^ and their core activists tend 
to be middle class women who put their careers on hold after having 
children. Resentment towards the “privileges” conferred upon working 
women, and against “selfish” women who choose not to have children, 
forms the emotional pus that erupts from these individuals with 
startling frequency. 

The secular anti-feminists admit that sexism is indeed bad and that 
feminism was once justified, but claim that it has been subverted by 
lesbian man-hating extremists. They insist that men now suffer reverse 
discrimination and women are unhappy because they are expected to 
act like men. Thus, REAL Women has claimed to be the voice of 
authentic feminism in Canada, and Babette Francis (founder of 
Endeavour Forum) has claimed to be a “feminist in the true sense of the 
word”, 45 accusing “women’s liberationists” of adding to women’s 
oppression by ignoring real sex differences. 

Despite their claims to simply seek “true equality", these profes¬ 
sional anti-feminists consistently support patriarchy at its worst. REAL 
has been an outspoken critic of legal theories like pay equity and bat¬ 
tered women’s syndrome. Babette Francis has publicly discounted 
domestic violence studies, claiming that they ignore the violence 

41. Rowland, Robyn ed. Women Who Do and Women Who Don’t Join the Women’s 
Movement Routledge & Kegan Paul 1984, pp. 17-18. Indeed, what has been termed 
the “backlash” against feminism can only be understood within the context of the 
New Right. 

42. Ibid, p. 225. Specifically regarding Gwen Landolt of REAL Women see also page 
83, and regarding Babette Francis of Endeavour Forum see also page 135. 

43. Ibid., p.130 
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committed by women, notably “the violence committed by mothers 
who abort their unborn babies.” 44 

SATAN’S DAUGHTERS 

In the same way that sexual issues can symbolize the very purity of 
the Catholic Faith, many conservatives consider feminism to be most 
dangerous when it enters the Church to subvert its doctrines. Attempts 
to reclaim or reinterpret Christianity, be it through gender-neutral refer¬ 
ences to God or the development of a feminist theology, thus represent 
an urgent challenge to Catholic conservatives in whose minds such 
innovations are often linked to the so-called “liberal excesses” said to 
have followed the Second Vatican Council. 4 ^ 

The most thorough expose of the feminist fifth column in the 
Church is the book Ungodly Rage, written by Donna Steichen in 
1991 46 Steichen dichotomizes Christianity with pagan witchcraft, the 
latter being described as a form of devil-worship, and describes 
attempts to develop a feminist theology as little more than the resurrec¬ 
tion of past heresies, 47 perhaps satanic 4 ^ in nature. Feminists are 
accused of being “enemies of God, of life, of nature, of the normal.” 4 ^ 
Steichen blames attempts to democratize the Church for this sorry state 
of affairs, and takes frequent swipes at progressive Catholic groups and 
theologians. The book’s angle and overall tone are best summed up in 
the foreword, where Helen Hull (founder of Women for Faith and Fami¬ 
ly, whose husband is Catholic Right intellectual John Hitchcock) 
describes feminism as "an infectious and communicable disease of the 
human spirit for which there is no easy cure.”^ 

Despite her highly imaginative analysis, conservative organizations 
often refer to Steichen as a reliable expert on the subject of feminism. 
She speaks regularly at HLI’s conferences, and her book is one of 
several anti-feminist works that the group sells. She has received praise 
from sources as varied as the American Life League and the Roman 
Theological Forum, and has been quoted approvingly by a number of 
right-wing scholars. 

If Steichen has met with such wide acclaim, this is at least partly 
because her willingness to see a dastardly plot behind feminist spiritual 
innovations feeds into a more general tendency towards conspiratorial 
thinking on the Right. The pope's statements regarding conspiracies 
that promote a “culture of death" do nothing to temper this mode of 
thinking. Nor does belief in the literal existence of a Devil using human 
agents to do war against God (Steichen refers to feminist rituals as 
“implicitly if not explicitly demonic”-^). By accepting as literal truth 
the medieval Church’s hysterical accusations against witches, some 
contemporary reactionaries even go so far as to describe abortion as a 
new form of human sacrifice practised by a worldwide feminist cabal! 
This is the position of HLI’s current president, Father Richard Welch, 
who has carried out exorcisms at abortion clinics and thrown holy water 
at pro-choice demonstrators. Welch laid out the abortion-as-human- 

43. Ibid., p.130 
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sacrifice theory at HLI’s 17th World Conference in Houston, Texas. 
According to HLI’s official summary of his talk, he explained that: 

‘The origins of infant sacrifice and its relationship to the occult have 
been recorded for millennia including in the Old Testament with stories 
of sacrifices to the gods Baal and Moloch. Today, says Fr. Welch, those 
demons still exist, but they take different forms. In order to appease 
these new demons, an exchange of human sacrifice is again offered as 
women rip open their wombs, expel their children, allow them to be 
murdered through abortion in order to enlarge the borders of their own 
personal freedom.’' 

If Welch and Steichen’s bizarre theories might raise some eyebrows. 
Cornelia Ferreira is an even more imaginative “researcher” who has 
spoken at HLI conferences. The founder of the Canadian chapter of 
Women for Faith & Family, in pamphlets distributed by HLI Ferreira 
has written that a modern Satanist conspiracy is behind such varied 
evils as environmentalism, the New World Order. Syncretism, 
Freemasonry, the United Nations and the New Age movement. Not to 
mention communism - “Marx, Lenin, Trotsky, Engels, Stalin and Mao 
Tse Tung were Satanists, the first three also being theosophists”.^ 

Ferreira claims that “atheistic religious feminism” is the Trojan 
Horse of “Marxist Humanism.” noting that Betty Friedan “was a 
signer of the Humanist Manifesto II.”^ 4 The global conspiracy alleged¬ 
ly uses “consciousness raising” to brainwash the innocent into becom¬ 
ing its stooges. In one particularly hyper passage we are warned that 
“this is the Garden of Eden all over again... watch for and reject the 
apples being offered by the new Eves... These consciousness raising 
tools, however, are the forbidden fruit dangling from the boughs of the 
tree of knowledge.”^ 

Ferreira draws much of her “information” from a veritable cottage 
industry of conspiracy theorists, ranging from John Birch Society 
experts to sources allied with Lyndon Larouche. She has authored arti¬ 
cles in The Fatima Crusader, a Catholic magazine that also plays up 
conspiratorial thinking and has a large ideological overlap with the JBS. 

MEANS AND ENDS 

HLI tows the Vatican line that only non-violent means are appropri¬ 
ate in the fight against abortion, and has denounced each and every 
murder of an abortion provider. However, unlike the hostility it has 
displayed towards “soft” groups like the National Right to Life 
Committee, HLI has repeatedly expressed its goodwill towards ele¬ 
ments that defend more aggressive and even violent positions. 

Within its immediate circle, HLI works with several individuals who 
skirt the edges of non-violence. Charles Rice, a leading member of the 
John Birch Society and longtime advisor to HLI, has argued that blow¬ 
ing up abortion clinics is morally and legally defensible, although tacti¬ 
cally unwise. Rice tried to explain the legality of destroying medical 
facilities at the trial of several young “prolifers” who had bombed three 
clinics in Pensacola. Florida on December 25, 1984 (“a birthday gift for 

52. “Witchcraft and abortion”, synopsis found on HLl’s website, at 
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53. Ferreira, Cornelia The New Age Movement: the Kingdom of Satan on Earth 
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Insight magazine. 
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Jesus”), but the bombers chose another lawyer to represent them. 56 
Rice has also endorsed Howard Philips’ United States Taxpayers’ 
Party, 57 the bastard child of the American New Right supported by the 
militia movement and the most hardcore Christian fundamentalists. 
From his vantage point as a Notre Dame professor of Law. Rice is fre¬ 
quently quoted by right-wing isolationists, warning of how internation¬ 
al courts and the United Nations are eroding US sovereignty - key con 
cerns to many conservatives who fear that international institutions 
may someday strike down different nations’ laws banning abortion, 
contraceptives and homosexuality. 

At around the same murky point on the moral spectrum is Bishop 
Austin Vaughn of New York. In 1993. Vaughn joined with the Citizens 
for Life group in a statement that declared "those who take up arms 
against abortionists cannot be simply condemned, nor are they guilty of 
murder. 58 Again, it should be noted that Citizens for Life raised the 
question of such acts of non-murder being tactically unwise. Vaughn, 
who like Rice has been listed as one of HLI’s American advisors, was 
the first bishop to be arrested blocking entry to an abortion clinic 59 He 
is a regular speaker at HLI conferences. 

Joan Andrews-Bell and her husband Chris Bell also signed the 
Citizens for Life statement. 6 ^ j 0 an is widely regarded as a saint of the 
US anti-abortion movement due to her repeated stints in jail for "pro¬ 
life" civil disobedience, including twenty months spent in solitary con¬ 
finement in Florida. She has stated her opposition to killing abortion 
providers in their homes, yet regards killing them while they are at work 
to be justifiable homicide, presumably because of the imminent risk that 
they will terminate a pregancy 61 She also unambigously defends the 
bombing of medical facilities where abortions are performed. 6 ^ 

Both Joan and Chris are longime friends of James Kopp, the Lambs 
of Christ militant suspected of murdering abortion provider Dr. Barnett 
Slepian. Kopp first got in touch with Joan while she was in solitary in 
Florida, and he subsequently worked at Good Counsel Homes, the 
"home for unwed mothers" run by the “saint” and her husband in 
Hoboken, New Jersey. 65 Regarding charges that her former employee 
was connected to the killing of Dr Slepian, Joan has stated that she 
believes that he is being framed. 

Throughout the 1990s HLI's leadership has made several gestures of 
goodwill towards the American Coalition of Life Activists, widely 
acknowledged as a haven for the most zealous anti-abortion militants, 
including those who endorse the killing of abortion providers. One 
of the ACLAs "statements of truth" is that "The Bible requires capital 
punishment for murder. The civil magistrates should bear the 
sword against all persons intentionally involved in the murder of 
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unborn children.” 64 (s ee American Jihad ) 

While acting as HLI’s president in 1995, Father Matthew Habiger 
spoke at the ACLA’s White Rose Banquet. This is an annual gathering 
to honour those doing prison time for their anti-abortion activism, 
including those who have committed murder. Banquet guests are a reg¬ 
ular Who s Who of those who support the killing of abortion providers. 

In 1998 HLI hired one of the ACLA’s regional directors, Donald 
Treshman, to join its headquarters staff. Treshman has been arrested 
over sixty times in relation to anti-abortion activities, and has refused to 
pay hundreds of thousands of dollars of court-ordered fines. 65 He was 
one of several defendants who were successfully sued by four doctors in 
the recent "Nuremberg Files" case in Oregon. He has celebrated violent 
attacks against abortion clinics; after one such facility was torched in 
Beaumont, Texas, his telephone hotline gave a detailed how-to descrip¬ 
tion for those of like mind. 66 During a television interview he described 
the attempted assassination of an abortion provider as a "superb tactic" 
because the perpetrator got away, and lauded the Army Of God manual 
as "something every home should have.” 67 (The AOG manual is a how¬ 
to guide to vandalizing clinics; it contains bomb-making recipes 
amongst other things.) 

In 1986, Treshman founded Houston Rescue, modelled on Joseph 
Scheidler s Pro-Life Action Network. The group soon went national and 
changed its name to Rescue America. In Pensacola, Florida, Rescue 
America was deeply implicated in a prolonged harassment campaign 
aimed at abortion providers. In 1993, a recent Rescue America recruit 
named Michael Griffin became the first anti-choice militant to murder 
for his cause, killing Dr David Gunn outside the Pensacola Women’s 
Medical Services clinic. Under the leadership ofTreshman’s regional 
director John Burt, a former Klansman, the harassment campaign con¬ 
tinued, and one year later Paul Hill (not a Rescue America member) 
murdered another abortion provider and his escort. After Hill was found 
guilty Treshman fired off a press release, stating that "this mock trial 
resulted in a death verdict for a man who by all judicial standards was 
innocent [...] The abortion holcaust continues to claim victims. Today it 
has given the world another martyr. Like John Brown before him. Rev. 
Hill may very well become a precursor of things to come.” 68 

HLI clearly knew ofTreshman’s history when the decision was made 
to hire him. Father Richard Welch, who replaced Habiger as HLI’s pres¬ 
ident in 1998, had worked closely with the Rescue America leader in the 
past. In 1993, he had invited Treshman and Father Norman Weslin of 
the Lambs of Christ to come to Puerto Rico and help him in his 
campaign to dose down that island’s abortion clinics. 69 Welch was 
responsible for the only clinic blockades ever in Puerto Rico, and was 
widely hated for his arrogant style and the fact that he arranged for 
teenagers from the Catholic school he taught at to participate in these 
blockades. Welch would later claim to be Rescue America’s Southern 
Regional Director. 
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POWERS, PRINCIPALITIES AND HU 

Abortion, contraceptives, feminism, homosexuality... the work that 
HLI carries out around each of these issues in fact has two distinct 
goals. On the one hand, each of these things are opposed for their own 
sake, as they are considered to be part of a unitary culture of death. On 
the other hand, this opposition is'carried out in such a way as to place 
HLI to the Right of the mainstream American Church, becoming a 
weapon with which to isolate liberal theologians and push Church poli¬ 
tics further rightwards. 

Opposition to papal authority is most open and widespread on 
issues pertaining to human sexuality, for this is the one sphere of life 
over which the Church has lost the most power over the past fifty years. 
The pope recognizes this and has used sexual issues to promote his 
hoped for Catholic Restoration, and disobedience or failure to defend 
papal sexual ethics have been the principal charges levelled against lib¬ 
eral clerics in the nineties. The Catholic Right, including HLI, has been 
an integral part of this campaign 70 

HLI faithfully follows the political line of Pope John Paul II, and the 
Vatican has repeatedly shown its goodwill in return. The pope himself 
has met with Father Marx, and has described him as the ‘Apostle of 
Life”. Cardinal Trujillo, head of the Pontifical Council on the Family, 
has spoken at HLI events, and has invited the group’s members to spe¬ 
cial "pro-life” summits in Rome. 7 * In 1998, HLI established permanent 
offices inside the Vatican itself. 72 

By backing groups like HLI, the Vatican hopes to finally be able to 
exert some control over its American Church. But it is not the only pow¬ 
erful institution to support the Catholic Right. The American New 
Right, financed by American big business and characterized by its own 
opportunistic focus on sexual morality, has also been a consistent 
patron of religious conservatism. The Free Congress Foundation sup¬ 
ported HLI through its first years when the group was based in the 
FCFs Washington DC offices. This key New Right institution is almost 
solely responsible for the rise of the American Life League. Jerry Fal- 
well’s Moral Majority and a slew of anti-queer lobby groups, and is an 
important supporter of the Christian Coalition. FCF founder Paul 
Weyrich has long been an outspoken proponent of the view that cultur¬ 
al/sexual issues provide the Right with a stronger base of support than 
simple economic conservatism; in one interview he even compared the 
effect of “family issues” on the New Right to that which the Vietnam 
War played in mobilizing the New Left. Support for HLI and similar 
groups thus constitute an important part of his strategy for gaining 
political power in the United States 74 

So just as the Vatican and the New Right encouraged the repression 
of the liberation theology movement in the 1980s, they have supported 
the growth of a right-wing theological alternative. To effectively oppose 
the Christian Right we must therfore plan to fight the religious and 
secular powers that be. 

70. For more information on John Paul M’s campaign to pull the Church to the Right, 
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So just as the Vatican and US capitalists encouraged the repression 
of liberation theology in the 1980s, they have supported the growth of a 
right-wing theological alternative. To effectively oppose the Christian 
Right, it therefore stands to reason that we should plan to fight the reli¬ 
gious and secular powers that be. 

Yet activists protesting against HLI have often felt tempted to por¬ 
tray Father Marx and company as lunatics from the political fringe. Yet 
rather than adopt such a radical strategy, activists protesting against 
HLI often portray Father Marx and company as lunatics from the politi¬ 
cal fringe. It is true that their religious vision is insane, and has been 
thoroughly rejected by the vast majority of Catholics in North America, 
but it is equally true that HLI represents the mainstream of orthodox 
Catholic conservatism in North America today. While it is tempting to 
gain liberal support by accusing our opponents of being "extremists” 
that nobody takes seriously, doing so undermines the more important 
long-term battle we must wage against HLI’s friends in high places. 

The “extremism syndrome” is abetted by the opportunism of 
careerists who tolerate or even work with HLI as long as nobody is 
watching. A recurrent comedy is played out in many cities where bish¬ 
ops who have tolerated HLI in the past suddenly denounce the group 
following protests from liberal commentators. They then claim that they 
were deceived, had no idea what HLI was all about, agree to shun the 
group in future, and generally reassure the public that “their” Church 
has nothing in common with HLI’s. 

To go along with this charade in the hopes of exploiting differences 
between our opponents is a dead end, and in the present context a serious 
waste of precious time. It obscures the important fact that despite a tem¬ 
porary thaw following the Second Vatican Council, the Roman Catholic 
Church remains to this day an implacable foe of human liberation. 

It should be noted that a similar syndrome exists among liberals 
who insist that HLI, by virtue of its racist, sexist and homophobic 
members, is itself a fascist organisation and a key player on the racist 
right. While HLI, like the broader Religious Right, does contain fascist 
elements, this does not a fascist organisation make! 

Running around like Chicken Little shouting that the Religious 
Right is just the KKK in drag does nothing to avert the nightmarish 
possibility of actual fascism. It is understandable to want to accuse HLI 
of every evil imaginable, but doing so actually weakens ones position 
against the group. It lets the Church off the hook for its key role in insti¬ 
gating and supporting the Catholic Right. It lets the capitalists, who 
finance and support the New Right, off the hook for their actions in this 
regard. Such exaggerated claims will cost us our credibility and blind us 
to the real complexities of relations on the Right; they also foster a 
suicidal belief that everything bad is fascist and that the non-fascist 
Right is somehow harmless. 

Running around like Chicken Little 
shouting that the Religious Right 
is just the KKK in drag does 
nothing to avert the nightmarish 
possibility of actual fascism. 
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POPUUTION CONTROL 


sidebar to “Cut From A Different Cloth” 

by Eric Cartnan 

Upholding traditional morality against the modernizing effects 
of global capitalism is a key part of Pope John Paul IT s strategy to 
consolidate support in the Third World. The Vatican exploits its sta¬ 
tus within the United Nations to resist the “culture of death*’, 
accusing the World Health Organization and a variety of Non- 
Governmental Organizations of promoting an imperialist, anti-life 
and feminist agenda. 

While the latter charges has no basis in reality, the first, that of 
imperialism, is not so ludicrous. International monetary institutions 
such as the IMF and the World Bank have repeatedly pressured 
developing nations into making birth control and abortion available 
to women. They do this not out of any concern for women’s health: 
the contraceptives they push are often toxic and have in some cases 
been banned in the wealthy First World for this reason. What moti¬ 
vates them is the belief that too many hungry people in countries 
victimized by corporate imperialism spells long term political, 
military and economic instability. 

Population control measures can also be adopted by classes 
eager to modernize their nation. Historically, capitalism entailed an 
assault on traditional superstitions and family structures, but any 
liberation it brings is generally limited to the middle and upper 
classes. In a number of Third World countries, transnational corpo¬ 
rations have forced the women who work in their sweatshops to take 
regular pregnancy tests or be fired. Women have been forced to take 
contraceptives in order to keep their jobs. When the brutal neoliber- 
al dictatorship in Peru moved to liberalize access to contraceptives 
and abortion, President Fujimori claimed that he was motivated by 
a desire to emancipate women, but a government document 
obtained by the media revealed the real reason for his pseudo- 
feminist blather: it predicted that within forty years Peru would 
have “a population of eight million hungry uneducated and unem¬ 
ployed people in a climate of absolute poverty and deeply inured 
delinquency.” Vasectomies for men and tubal ligation for women 
were recommended for this “social surplus”. Since that time there 
have been numerous reports of Peruvian women being sterilized 
without their consent. 

While transnational corporations are hardly reliable guarantors 
of womens rights, it would be ludicrous to consider the Vatican to 
be any better. The Catholic Church is the archetypical opponent of 
reproductive freedom, and its policies are potentially as dangerous 
as those of the free marketeers. 

Far from promoting life in the here and now, the Church’s poli¬ 
cies exact a high toll in women’s blood. In Roman Catholic South 
America, for instance, the Church has been a key obstacle in the 
way of decriminalizing access to abortion and contraceptives. As a 


result, this region has more illegal abortions than any other in the 
world: 30 per 1 000 women, more than double the global average. 
In some South American countries a backstreet abortion is 
attempted in over one third of all pregnancies. In Colombia, 
botched abortions are responsible for three quarters of maternal 
deaths. Botched abortion is the fourth most common cause of 
maternal death in Mexico and the third most common cause of 
hospitalization. 

Globally, 250,000 women die every year from botched abor¬ 
tions. While most of these deaths occur in the Third World, a sim¬ 
ilar situation lies in wait for women in countries like Canada and 
the United States if access to abortion becomes more restricted. 
Prior to 1969 in Canada, illegal abortion was one ofthe most 
common causes of maternal death for poor and working class 
women. Prior to Roe vs, Wade in the United States. 50% ofthe 
women who died from illegal abortions in New York City were 
Black. Like the Third World Women’s Committee of the Abortion 
Action Coalition said in 1977, “The right to abortion can be a 
womans right to life.” 















24 


ANTI-CHOKE IN IHELANI 


Organising Against ‘toutli Oetence’ 

by Anna Coyle 

In 1983 a referendum was held in Ireland to insert a pro-life' clause 
into the Constitution. This clause banned abortion (already illegal) and 
stated that the life of woman and 'unborn were equal’. It was passed 
in an atmosphere of anti-abortion hysteria. 

In 1986 the ‘Society for the Protection of the Unborn Child* 
(SPUC) took court cases against women s clinics to ban referral of 
pregnant women to clinics in England for terminations. These services 
were closed down. 

From 1988-90 SPUC took cases against Students' Unions, which 
had broken the referral bans by printing the addresses of abortion clin¬ 
ics. The Unions defied the injunctions, went to the brink of bankruptcy 
and SPUC tried to jail the student leaders. 

In the late ‘80s anti choice groups began a campaign to ban IUDs 
and ‘abortofacient* contraception. 

In 1991 basic women health care books (‘Our Bodies, Our Selves’, 
etc) were removed from Dublin Public Libraries, as were British 
telephone directories. 

THE X CASE 

In February 1992 a Dublin couple brought their 14 year old 
daughter to the police to report that she had been raped by the father of 
her best friend. Her parents innocently asked the police if, once she 

ecute the rapist. This query was passed on to the Attorney General - 
Ireland's highest law officer. The AG immediately applied to the High 
Court for an injunction to prevent the girl (known in court as Miss X') 
from going to England for the abortion. The injunction was granted. 

The country exploded A child was being imprisoned in Ireland by 

out of convent schools on protest marches. Workplaces and colleges 
gathered petitions. Protestors gathered in nightly vigils outside gov- 

expected about 300 hard core pro-choice activists. On that day 
10,000+ people marched through Dublin, followed by the world's 

England for an abortion. But it also ruled that, in cases where a 
woman's lif^ was at risk (including the risk of suicide), she had alright 
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The reaction was not long in coming... 

Throughout the X case controversy the long tern anti-choice 
lobby had kept their heads down. But soon a new group emerged to 
fill the vacuum. 

Youth Defence was founded in March 1992. by the Mac Mhatu- 
na family from a middle class area of South Dublin. The parents 
had long been activists in right wing catholic causes and raised 
their large family in similar activity. The 'Chairman' of Youth 
Defence was their student daughter Niamh. closely followed by a 
gang of siblings, her maniac mother and a few friends. 

YD would never have got off the starting blocks without the 
support of the media and the Catholic Church. A reactionary priest, 
Fr Michael Cleary, invited Niamh onto his radio chatshow to 
launch the group. Cleary was a particularly odious individual who 
presented the image of a friendly showbiz priest. In his working 
class parish he threatened working class mothers with hellfire if 
they used the pill and persecuted the 'liberal' local doctor who pre¬ 
scribed it to them. During the X case he told the tabloids that pro- 
choice activists had threatened to bomb his car. When Cleary died 
the truth came out - his 'housekeeper' was actually his lover and 
had borne him two sons, who he denied parentage of. He forced her 
to give one boy up for adoption and she raised the other as a single 
parent, supposedly living on the charity of Cleary as his house¬ 
keeper'. Some role model for 'morality' and youth! 

Within weeks YD were holding rallies of 2 3.000 in Dublin, with 

unlimited money for glossy leaflets. Much of their literature came 
directly from US groups such as Human Life International (HLI) 
but a lot was home produced. A shadowy group called 'Friends of 
Youth Defence' raised money in the background and reactivated 
links from Old Catholic campaigns. A newspaper. ‘The Irish Family', 
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appeared which gave them a lot of favourable coverage. This paper 
also promoted a conspiracy theory that the whole ‘X case’ was a ‘set 
up* by the ‘pro-abortion lobby’; that the girl had not been raped but 
was; made pregnant by a her boyfriend ‘a foreign student', YD still 
spout this poisonous lie, ~ 

From the start YD made the decision to be noisy provocative 
and controversial. They hired 'security ’ to steward their marches 
and attacked a few pro-choice events, the ones organised by the 
clueless. They then targeted the DAIC street leafletings, which we 
held to distribute the addresses of clinics in England. The summer 
of 1992 saw almost weekly clashes at rallies and between DAIC and 
YD street stalls in Dublin, YD retreated after a few street scuffles 
and slappings, They also made the error of pissing off the police, 
who always identified YD as the troublemakers, and thus kept a 
close eye on them. 

A national referendum in late 1992 (too complicated to go into 
here) led to a partial victory for the pro choice side as it approved 
the right to travel abroad for .abortion and unbanned referral to clin¬ 
ics in England, A proposal that abortion be allowed if a woman's life 
was at risk (but not her health) was rejected as being too restrictive. 
The abortion issue was over, for the time being. Progressive 
activists moved on to their many other campaigns. 

Being zealots, Youth Defence continued to campaign for a new 
referendum - keep voting ‘til we get the result we want. They are 
still demanding a new referendum to permanently ban all abortion, 
with no exceptions. YD switched their strategy to picketing the 
homes of politicians they claimed were pro-abortion. This led to fur¬ 
ther court cases and fines. 

YD actions against politicians increased their alienation from 
other Irish anti choice groups. The older and more staid lobbyists, 
used to getting their way by whispering in the ears of politicians, 
resented the brash new comers and the bad publicity. YD criticised 
other ami choice groups, and even the Catholic Church as being 
‘softon abortion’. 

YD looked elsewhere for allies and increased fund-raising in 
America. They moved into the real PR world, paying tens of thou¬ 
sands of pounds for huge billboard, newspaper and bus-side ads. 
This money came from HLI and the American Life League. Peter 
Scully, the PRO of YD, got a job as Director of the new Irish branch 
of HLI, before disagreeing with them and going on to set up a group 
called ‘Family and Life’. 

It is important that groups and individuals abroad pass on any 
information on YD that may emerge during monitoring of the right 
in their countries. It would not be correct to say YD are a fascist 
group, they are not. They are a fundamentalist catholic group. There 
are a few dodgy links to the far right - in 1992/93 there were pro YD 
articles in the British fascist magazines ‘Final Conflict’ and ‘Can¬ 
dour’ and pro YD articles have appeared on the website of ‘Cru¬ 
saders for the Unborn Child\ a front group for the fascist ‘Interna¬ 
tional Third Position’. However YD have always denied these links - 
they say that any one can pick up and use their press releases off the 
internet. This is true and is not evidence. Of particular interest 
would be articles or reports giving YD views on matters other than 
sex, and information on their fundraising. 

YD next hit the headlines big time in November 1997, when 


they involved themselves in another rape/abortion case. A 13 year 
old girl from a Traveller (Irish Gypsy) family was raped and preg¬ 
nant. Her family wanted her to have an abortion. YD visited the 
poverty stricken family and promised to buy them a house if the 
abortion did not go ahead. The girl was now a 'ward of court’ - in 
the care of the state - and the family tragedy was dragged through 
the courts as her parents and YD tried to prevent the abortion. They 
lost and the girl had an abortion in England and returned home to a 
foster family. YD found out where she lived and tried to intimidate 
this family They then dropped the girl’s own family and went back 
to their own lives. No baby, No house. 

YD then moved on to attacking family planning clinics which 
provided information on abortion. In 1998 they invaded the Marie 
Stopes women’s clinic and physically attacked an 70 year old staff 
member, beating him around the head. Soon afterwards they carried 
out a mini riot at the Adelaide hospital which has a liberal ethos. 
These so-called ‘pro-lifers’ screamed abuse through loud hailers as 
an elderly woman lay dying. 10 members were recently fined £100 
each and ordered to do community service for this event. 

In March of this year Youth Defence and their American support¬ 
ers, the 'Christian Defence Coalition' invaded the Irish Family Plan¬ 
ning Association clinic, attacked staff and patients and threatened to 
closedown the clinics. Youth Defence s agenda is not just about ‘ban¬ 
ning abortion', they also want to close down all women’s health ser¬ 
vices and prevent sex education programmes for young people. 

The Christian Defense Coalition is a Washington DC based anti 
abortion/anti contraception group. Its leader. Rev. Patrick Mahony, 
is a former leader of‘Operation Rescue . He came to Dublin, with 
40 other CDC members, to provide a ‘workshop’ at a YD confer¬ 
ence. This workshop was the occupation of the IFPA clinic and 
physical attacks on its staff and clients. The IFPA took a court 
injunction to ban any further harassment, including the weekly YD 
pickets on the clinic. YD then covered parts of Dublin with anony¬ 
mous posters bearing the name and picture of the IFPA chief execu¬ 
tive, saying that he‘Exports Irish Babies for Slaughter’. 

Youth Defence have imported their terror tactics from America 
through their contacts with groups such as the ’Christian Defence 
Coalition’. In the US seven doctors and staff working in abortion 
clinics have been murdered since 1993. There have been 200 arson 
and bomb attacks on clinics in America 

Youth Defence do not represent the young people of Ireland, 
They are a small gang of women haters. They claim a membership 
of 5.000, with 800 activists. In reality they have about 30-40 
activists, many of them far from being youths’. 

After the occupation of the IFPA Office Maurice Colgan of YD 
: told the press: : ■ 

4 In the last Jour years there has been no opposition to ns, no 
movement by the pro-abortionists. We have the streets completely to 
ourselves. The socialists and communists used to come over from 
England but they don t any more” 

Pro Choice activists in Ireland freely admit that we took out eyes 
off the ball. The reality is that there were many more pressing 
political issues needing our time and resources. This situation has 
now changed. 
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ANTIFA FORUM 4 


TAKIN6 UP BATTLEFIELD POSITIONS 


Throughout the past year, AFF has doubled its efforts to forge neces¬ 
sary links with other like-minded anti-fascists across the continent. We 
have utilized the magazine and structure as a means of achieving this. 
As this report will describe, varied responses to these initiatives have 
confirmed our standpoint that the building of an independent alterna¬ 
tive - divorced from the trappings of the liberal Left - is absolutely vital 
to the effectiveness of any militant anti-fascist strategy. 

TESTING THE WATERS 

Fascist organization in Canada has been in serious decline over the 
past few years. In many respects this has signaled the greatest challenge 
for anti-fascists, if not the entire Left. Groups such as the Heritage Front 
may have failed to live up to their own expectations, but these are politi¬ 
cally risky times for us as well. Opportunistic behavior from sections of 
the Left has ingrained a black mark on the minds of many that might 
otherwise support its cause. A clean break and fresh start is necessary. 

In the latter part of 1998 Anti-Fascist Forum decided to test the 
waters with an informal speaking tour of selected cities on the eastern 
coast. The non-publicized forums were designed to serve as a platform 
to explain the work behind AFF and discuss the conditions for anti-fas¬ 
cism in the various regions. If anything, the few events we managed to 
coordinate confirmed that a great deal of work lies ahead. The meeting 
of minds must continue between those of us who share common 
stumbling blocks. 

Speaking tours, forums and drinking engagements notwithstanding, 
one of the topics most often brought up with us has been that of Anti- 
Racist Action. Without a doubt, ARA has been the largest tendency 
within the anti-fascist and broader anti-racist movement in North 
America over the past five years. Its network boasts the largest involve¬ 
ment of youth within any left-oriented structure, which in itself is 
impressive. In many ways, and at many junctures throughout its rela¬ 
tively short history, ARA tackled opponents and issues largely down¬ 
played or shunned by the broader Left in North America. Today howev¬ 
er, veterans from the initial ARA formations are often organizing out¬ 
side of those structures, or at least considering the orientation of most of 
these groups to have changed. Many of these individuals would contend 
that certain trends within the ARA movement have very little in com¬ 
mon with the ARAs of the late 80s/early 90s. 

We share their assessment. 
However, despite this general 
outlook, our numbers have been 
attending the ARA Network 
conferences in Columbus, Ohio 
since they began out of the 
founding MAFNet (Mid-West 
Anti-Fascist Network) in 1994. 
We have consistently turned out 
for these conferences as former 
ARA members and founders 
and more recently as AFF mem¬ 


A Report from The Toronto Section Of AFF 



bers. We have utilized the conferences as a platform to make or refresh 
contacts with other like-minded individuals and groups; a process that 
has been going on since long before the advent of ARA. Throughout 
1998, AFF had been attempting to officially join the ARA Network. As 
we saw it, this network consisted of a mixed bag containing everything 
from militant anti-fascists to liberal anti-racists and cop-callers. Our 
aim with AFF has always been to infuse militant political discourse and 
serve as a pole of attraction for the worthwhile elements. 

For whatever reasons - and we initially put this down to lack of 
organization on the part of Network organizers - we heard nothing in 
response to our appeals to affiliate. All inquiries into the matter have 
since gone unanswered. In order to keep any sectarianism directed 
against us from being successful; it was our aim to officially join the 
Network. That way. anyone who had a problem with us would 
then have no alternative but to voice it publicly within such a 
framework. However, as things went at the last conference, it didn't 
exactly go to plan. 

EFFECTIVELY BANNED 

A member of our AFF section in Toronto was effectively banned 
from the 1998 ARA Network conference - unbeknownst to this individ¬ 
ual as he strode through the front door - for allegedly making threats of 
physical violence against ARA Toronto and planning to attack them at 
said conference. The main mouthpiece behind the allegations was a 
member of ARA Montreal who had attended one of AFF’s informal 
speaking engagements in the Montreal area less than a month prior. In 
the accuser’s own words, he “played dumb” throughout our meeting in 
order to snoop on us and report back to ARA Toronto. In a letter to 
them, the individual claims we used the meeting as a platform to slag 
off ARA Toronto and threaten “having to kick the shit out of some of 
them”! As meeting participants later verified. HE in fact brought up the 
question of ARA Toronto, then concocted a string of nonsense when he 
failed in his mission to fire us up. The most he got from us when 
prompted about ARA was upside-down smiles. 

In any case, several minutes after most of us had entered the confer¬ 
ence site in Columbus, everyone was treated to a bumbling display of 
ARA Toronto members who 'confronted' us as we set up our informa- 
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tion table. Hands in pockets, we demanded to see proof behind the hys¬ 
terical allegations and have the accusers present their 'facts’ to us in 
person. As it went, their argument was steadfastly shot down and a 
great deal of nervous backpeddling was evident. However, a verdict had 
already been reached. Conference organizers of ARA Columbus, serv¬ 
ing as mediators, gave the word without a moment’s consideration: 
guilty For the record, the accused pointed out that a larger agenda was 
being served and left of his own volition, completely fed up with the 
sheer farce of it all. An AFF member in Montreal, who had been kept in 
the dark about the allegations up until the conference, subsequently 
filed a formal resignation from the ARA Montreal chapter. A fellow 
ARA member also followed suit. Threats of violence never occurred and 
meeting participants backed up our version of events. We will be moni¬ 
toring the situation and in future, even the smallest of rumors will be 
vigorously pursued and thoroughly investigated! 

Despite the apparent odds against our success rate, we came out of 
the conference weekend with top results. One meeting in particular - 
conducted outside the framework of the ARA conference with allies and 
supporters - banished any doubts as to what direction we funnel our 
future efforts. In spite of attempts to keep us from our initial task, the 
liberal agenda backfired on itself in a big way. Its orchestrators have 
shot themselves in the foot once again. We felt as if an entire year of 
political legwork had been ironed out in one short weekend! Add to this 
the irony of the treatment we faced: smear campaigns and cowardly 
tricks that only resulted in rallying supporters to our side of the fence. 
That’s how they handle the fascists, is it not? 

PROBATION OR PROVOCATION? 

Indeed, this isn’t the first time ARA Toronto and company have suf¬ 
fered from paranoid bouts of self-delusion. When these sorts of accusa¬ 
tions were previously levelled against us, we refuted the charges with 
minimum fuss and assumed the accusers might venture back to planet 
reality. Evidently, not so. 

In 1996 ARA Toronto accused AFF and various ex-ARA elements of 
conspiring to derail their regional “Youth Against Hate” conference. A 
poison-pen campaign named individual names and followed up by 
effectively banning AF magazine from the tables of future events. With 
the likes of us conveniently sidelined, ARA came up with some rather 
curious ‘militant’ bedfellows for their “Anti-Fascist Strategies” seminar. 
Among them was Marvin Kurz - who sits on the mayor’s committee on 
race relations - and Karen Mock, executive director of B’Nai Brith 
League of Human Rights. These sorts of characters were among the 
first to condemn and oppose militant anti-fascist action in the early 
days of ARA! 

Antics like these are part of a widening campaign of provocation and 
disruption. The more recently concocted allegations of ‘violent Toronto 
AFF organizers’ provide ARA Toronto with the tangible and ‘undeni¬ 
able’ proof needed to persuade others of black-balling us altogether. On 
the one hand we’re framed as violent sectarian thugs who aim to smash 
ARA. while on the other they insist we’re armchair activists who do 
nothing at all. Which is it then? 

A document drafted by ARA Toronto has since been submitted to 
the ARA Network entitled: “Outline Of A Probation System”. On the 
surface, this document comes across as a relatively sober proposal for 
vetting in new network affiliates. However, given the backdrop of 
events leading to its creation and the allusions contained within the 



“It occurs to me, 60 years ago in Nazi Germany, before it was Nazi 
Germany, if some politicians had given $8000 to a bunch of young 
people, there might not have been the hatred that went on in the 30s.” 

- (On The Prowl #8 / Fall 1996) 

Metro Toronto Councillor Anne Johnston speaking in favor of 
ARA Toronto’s application for government funding. 

Groundbreaking insight or sick joke? 

document itself, we would argue otherwise. 

One particular clause states: “they will respect all other chapters in 
the Network. This means no threats against any members of the Net¬ 
work, no rumour mongering, no activity that undermines the political 
and public effectiveness of any other chapter". 

The mind boggles! This, from individuals who have recklessly com¬ 
promised the security of the Network on numerous occasions; individu¬ 
als who have spouted a virtual forest of disruptive letters to various 
groups and others on the Left: individuals who certainly don’t need 
assistance from anyone else in undermining their own political and pub¬ 
lic effectiveness! When ARA Toronto agreed to receive government 
funding on condition they publicly denounce violence (Now Magazine - 
April 24-30, 1997), does this forced ‘respect’ clause now make them 
immune from criticism of such 
actions? Inquiring minds want 
to know. 

For us, this document con¬ 
firms ARA Toronto’s steadfast 
role in the accusations recently 
brought against us. Their 
absolute unwillingness to court 
reason on the score since sug¬ 
gests that the accusations origi¬ 
nated with them. Illusions of 
‘democratic reform’ aside, what 
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ARA Toronto fear most is AFF having anything to do with the ARA 
Network. The maintenance of their comfort-zone seems to depend 
heavily on our complete isolation from Network-related projects. Their 
line of attack serves a two fold purpose: isolate the likes of us AND 
thereby defend the ill-considered actions of an organization that has 
clearly lost the plot. 

We have always had a policy of knocking out all attempts to bring 
personal grievances into politics. ARA Toronto on the other hand has 
been promoting this policy non-stop, ever since the exodus of the origi¬ 
nal militants from the organization. By our reckoning, it’s about time 
recently-recruited ARA members do some hard thinking on the futures 
of their political existence and question what road their efforts are 
being led down. This vendetta, currently being carried out by the 
‘leadership’ in the increasingly sullied name of ARA, will invariably 
result in further disruption, misadventure, and collapse of morale for 
all concerned. 

At one time, ARA played a very effective role in the fight against 
organized fascism in Toronto. Part of the unsung mandate of the origi¬ 
nal formation defined ARA as "a stepping stone to broader strug¬ 
gles”. Instead, the corrosion of that political integrity and lack of sup¬ 
port from any community base has led to corruption and opportunism, 
manifesting itself through ill-conceived publicity stunts. The trend we 
are now witnessing reflects a deliberate attempt to shift concentration 
away from an in-depth analysis of fascism and thus free from anything 
resembling radical politics or action of benefit to the anti-fascist cause. 
It relies heavily on pseudo street credibility and a youth-based focus in 
order to maintain a unique gloss within a fellowship of bureaucratic 
lobby groups. 

If political organizations are spending more time being disruptive 
than they are in doing anything else, its likely they’re doing all in their 
power to keep their selfish careers from fizzling out. Political animals of 
this stripe are nothing new. However, all militant anti-fascists should be 
on guard for behavior that lends itself to either the agenda of provoca¬ 
teurs or the work of careerists trying to protect their ‘comfort zone’. 
Both lead to misfortunes for the likes of us. 

SOMETHING’S GOT TO CHANGE 

At present, the ARA Network seems to be splintering along a num¬ 
ber of lines. Several long-standing ARA groups brought shoulder- 
shrugging reports of splits and internal strife to the 1998 conference. 
Along political lines, it’s no secret that the more militant and class-ori¬ 
ented elements within the Network are getting increasingly fed up with 
the pacifist policies of groups like ARA Columbus, who end up control¬ 
ling the direction of ARA Network by default. This direction has toler¬ 
ated fair-weather attitudes towards collusion with state-sponsored agen¬ 
cies as well as calling on the police to handle the fascists. These cross¬ 
class alliances many ARA groups now exhibit have literally shunned an 
entire generation of anti-fascist fighters, in exchange for cozy relations 
with some of militant anti-fascism’s worst enemies. 

The policy of one ARA group reflects on the policy of the entire Net¬ 
work, and the failings of the ARA movement mirror those of a broader 
North American Left in crisis. Token gesture and lifestyle politics of the 
stagnant Left were something the original ARA formations were born 
avoiding. Five years on and ARA has gone full circle; a complete rever¬ 
sion to the same old bankrupt strategies producing the same old lack of 
results. Worse still, the activists talk as if they’re actually winning! We 


don’t claim to have the complete blueprint for victory, but it’s obvious 
that this isn’t the path for us. Recent events have only served to acceler¬ 
ate the debate. There has been very little to convince us that the ARA 
Network isn’t much more than a jumped-up free-for-all open for manip¬ 
ulation by irresponsible and unaccountable agendas. 

Although we’ll no doubt be tirelessly accused of a ‘conspiracy’ to 
splinter and destroy the ARA movement, it is ultimately the job of con¬ 
cerned ARA militants to address the problems within ARA chapters 
and confront them. Our main concern is what becomes of this mixed 
bag of a movement. Clearly, militant anti-fascism needs to be in the dri¬ 
ver's seat. However, the key isn’t whether or not the wheels are spin¬ 
ning, but in which direction the vehicle is headed. 

‘Militancy’ is one thing, but if it operates devoid of a carefully 
thought-out political strategy, opting instead for short-term publicity- 
stunt activism for its own sake, then something has been lost in the 
translation. Our first priority is to confront this base contradiction and 
put a genuine working class initiative back in control. Half measures 
and cosmetic changes will only result in the current problems com¬ 
pounding themselves down the road. 

Those of us who have been constantly banned, vilified and hounded 
out of the picture must now take stock of the situation. We can counter 
these most recent developments, learn from the mistakes of those who 
made them, and build a fighting alternative. Failure can only come if we 
turn a blind eye to the damage and relapse into isolation. It’s up to us. 


’Militancy’ is one thing, but if it 
operates devoid of a carefully 
thought-out political strategy, 
opting instead for short-term 
publicity-stunt activism for its 
own sake, then something has 
been lost in the translation. 
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FILLING THE VACUUM 

A History Of Anti-Fascist Action [FnBland} 



From the day Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) was founded fourteen years 
ago, we have always been best known for the use of physical force against 
fascists on the streets. While being rightly proud of this record the present 
situation requires that militant anti-fascists develop a political strategy 
that is just as effective as the physical one has been in the past. 

There has never been a blue print for militant anti-fascism, either polit¬ 
ical or physical, and AFA has had to develop its own strategies. As the 
general political situation changes anti-fascists need to move with the 
times. In Britain, where the main fascist threat comes from the British 
National Party (BNP) who have withdrawn from ‘street activities’, there 
is a danger that if anti-fascists don’t follow the fascists in to the political 
mainstream then we will be outflanked . Some anti-fascists think that 
adopting a political strategy means the physical side of the struggle has 
been abandoned, but the key to AFA’s future success lies in our original 
founding statement which commits the organisation to “physical and ideo¬ 
logical opposition to the fascists”. The physical side of the strategy has 
been implemented so successfully that the fascists were forced to with¬ 
draw from the streets in 1994 - now is the time to develop and implement a 
political strategy with the same level of enthusiasm and commitment. To 
understand the position we are now in it is helpful to look at the history of 
AFA as it has developed over the years. 

Although AFA was formed in the summer of 1985 the roots of the 
organisation can be traced back to the anti-fascist squads in the late 
1970s. The squads were the physical force wing of the Anti Nazi League 
(ANL) which had been launched in 1977 to counter the growing threat of 
the National Front (NF). The NF itself had been formed 10 years previous¬ 
ly, in 1967, bringing together a number of small National Socialist groups 
and extreme right-wing Tories. The main policy was Race and in particu¬ 
lar opposition to the black and Asian immigration into Britain, recruited 
to overcome the labour shortage after the Second World War. 

While previous attempts at post-war organisation by the fascists had 
been decisively smashed by the 43 Group and subsequently the 62 Group. 


the NF proved a far more effective operation. Linking up with and recruit¬ 
ing existing community-based anti-immigration groups, and using the 
electoral experience of the disillusioned ex-Tories, the NF started to pick 
up votes. On the streets, too, the fascists gained publicity with marches 
and meetings. As the post-war economic boom started to collapse the NF 
broke out of the nazi ghetto and entered the mainstream - appealing to the 
middle classes with a traditional law and order message and the working 
class by blaming the growing unemployment on immigrants. 

The Left in Britain have often denounced fascism as a ‘petit bourgeois’ 
movement, but the fact is that the NF had made inroads into the white 
working class, and in many areas had more support than the so called 
‘revolutionary Left’. In 1974 they set up the NF Trade Unionists Associa¬ 
tion and were actively involved in a number of industrial disputes. This 
growing support among the white working class led to increased opposi¬ 
tion from the Left and the Trade Union movement and when the National 
Party (a split from the NF) won two council seats in Blackburn, in May 
1976, it was clearly time to turn the growing anti-fascist protests into 
something more dynamic. 

The mid-70s also saw the radical Left move away from student politics 
and Labour Party entryism, and in particular the Trotskyist Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) started to attract trade union militants, who had 
become disillusioned with the attacks from the Labour government, and 
young working class people with a natural hostility to fascism. This 
combination not only formed the backbone of the subsequent reorganised 
anti-fascist movement, but also meant that the reactionary arguments of 
the fascists were challenged at work and in the community. 

By 1977 organised opposition to the NF reached new heights, in par¬ 
ticular at Lewisham in south London where an NF march came under 
heavy and sustained physical attack from several thousand anti-fascists. 
Shortly after this the Anti Nazi League was formed by the SWP and every 
fascist activity was now opposed. 
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AFA demo leaflets 


The ANL strategy combined imaginative propaganda and physical 
opposition. Popular bands, sporting celebrities and other individuals 
with a high profile were used to endorse the anti-fascist message, mak¬ 
ing sure it had a wider appeal than the usual left-wing campaign. Hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of leaflets were dished out, badges sold, stickers and 
posters put up. The message was simple but effective; the NF=Nazis. In 
the 70s this message was still effective, bearing in mind that the Second 
World War had only ended 30 years previously, and Britain was very 
much out of step with the rest of Europe where the Far Right were small 
and isolated and could only dream of reaching the level of support that 
the NF had. Indeed the French FN sent activists over to Britain to study 
the methods of the NF which they have subsequently put to good use. 

The propaganda on its own would never have been enough, and the 
ANL squads provided the necessary physical opposition. The previous 
years had seen the NF pursue a traditional fascist strategy of trying to 
control the streets. As the economic crisis worsened the NF wanted to be 
seen as a party of action, and in particular to prevent the Left offering a 
political alternative. Left-wing paper sales were attacked, public meet¬ 
ings smashed up, demonstrations harassed. Between 1977 and the gen¬ 
eral election in 1979 the ANL squads systematically turned the situation 
around - attacking fascist paper sales, meetings and marches. The dam¬ 
age that was done to the NF at Lewisham was methodically reproduced 
around the country. The middle classes would no longer turn out in pub¬ 
lic. women and old people found it increasingly dangerous to attend 
activities and anti-fascist successes in the street battles drove away 
many more. The tide had turned and the fascists were starting to 
become isolated. 

Many original members of AFA learnt their ‘trade’ during this peri¬ 
od and saw how the effective combination of mass propaganda, carni¬ 
vals. stunts, and physical confrontation could be. However the political 
situation was about to change dramatically as the Tories won the 1979 
general election, playing the race card as Thatcher talked about under¬ 
standing people’s fears of being “swamped” by an alien culture; the NF 
vote collapsed. 

The NF split into 3 smaller organisations and entered a period of 
reorganisation, but anti-fascists remained active. The first problem to be 
dealt with was the closing down of the ANL, the only active anti-fascist 
organisation. The ANL’s main sponsors, the SWP, had themselves 
entered a period of reorganisation and started to close down all the cam¬ 
paigns they had launched which had succeeded in drawing in signifi¬ 
cant numbers of working class people; groups like the ANL, the Right 


to Work Campaign, the trade union Rank and File groups and the 
Womens Voice groups. 

With regard to the ANL, the SWP’s argument was that now that the 
NF vote had collapsed and the organisation disintegrated, the Tories 
were the real enemy. The squads were to be disbanded and the organis¬ 
ers, many of them SWP full-timers, were withdrawn. The only problem 
was that many of the activists refused to go. Although the NF was in 
decline the fascists were still active, and now that their electoral 
prospects had disappeared there was a new intensity to their violent 
attacks on the ‘opposition’. Apart from attacking political opponents 
they also maintained high profile paper sales at places like Brick Lane 
and Chapel Market (in London), held demonstrations, recruited among 
the disillusioned young working class at football grounds and around 
the punk/Oi/ska music scene. As well as maintaining this high level of 
activity they provided the political justification and motivation for the 
rapidly increasing level of racist attacks. 

This provided the ‘squadists’ with the necessary reasons for keeping 
up the momentum that had been built in the anti-fascist movement.The 
fascist gangs could be confronted and beaten and the squads were able 
to attract working class support. The importance of challenging the 
racists and fascists in working class areas should not be underestimat¬ 
ed. and when the middle class leadership of the ANL/SWR with 
absolutely no understanding of the situation on the ground, decided to 
expel the ‘squadists’ in 1981, the future became much clearer. The so- 
called ‘squadists’ were never just ‘streetfighters’ and had always had 
wider political ambitions and becoming independent of the conservative 
Left started the process of challenging the traditional left-wing blue¬ 
print of how to achieve progressive social change which now sees AFA 
in the forefront of a new attempt to build a genuine, independent 
working class movement. 

The early 1980s was a period of intense anti-fascist activity, without 
the media coverage of the late 70s and involving smaller numbers. Nev¬ 
ertheless, the battle for the streets was still being fought. The ANL still 
existed in name up to 1982, but the occasional activity they called would 
simply be a protest march on the other side of town from the fascists. 
While this sort of non-confrontational activity had no effect on the fas¬ 
cists, it also failed to attract anyone else to the anti-fascist movement, 
and so it was left to the activists from the squads to start organising 
independently. For example in 1980 the hard-line nazi British Movement 
called a demonstration in Oxford. The ANL called a protest several miles 
away from the fascists while the militants, supported by a large number 
of young locals, confronted the fascists, chased them, wrecked their pub 
and injured a number. The British Movement didn’t return to Oxford. 

Increasingly, independent groups of anti-fascists were taking the ini¬ 
tiative, with solid bases in Manchester, Hatfield and London. In Man¬ 
chester 8 anti -fascists were jailed in 1981 for taking a firm line on fascist 
intimidation while in London a year-long campaign saw the NF driven 
off their prestigious sales pitch at Chapel Market (see Fighting Talk 19 
for the full story). Hatfield, a small town north of London, was an exam¬ 
ple of how anti-fascists, based in the community, could win popular 
support for their views and when the ska band Madness played there in 
1980 a large contingent of fascist skinheads who had travelled up from 
London were severely beaten by the locals who turned out in force. 

At this time there were also high profile campaigns in support of 
young Asians in Bradford and Newham who had been arrested for 
defending themselves and their communities from racist attacks. 
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Although there was no national co-ordination there was militant opposi¬ 
tion to the racists and fascists. The lessons learnt in the late 70s were 
not forgotten and militant anti-fascists were confident enough to take 
the initiative and go on the attack. This increased level of militancy 
inevitably led to growing police interest in those responsible, causing 
further problems for anti-fascists who were in danger of being isolated 
and picked off. 

While militant anti-fascists were having increased success on the 
streets there was no political strategy running alongside that would 
have allowed them to fill the political vacuum that was being created 
with the removal of the fascists. Getting rid of the fascists seemed suffi¬ 
cient. After the ‘squadists’ were expelled from the SWP in 1981 a deci¬ 
sion was taken to form a new organisation in order to stay politically 
active. This group was Red Action and was the link between the anti¬ 
fascist activists in Manchester, London and Hatfield. Militant anti-fas¬ 
cism was consistently promoted in the Red Action paper and not sur¬ 
prisingly it was Red Action who. out of practical necessity, were soon to 
initiate the launching of a new, national anti-fascist organisation. 

As the fascists started to reorganise (the BNP was launched in 1982) 
and with racist attacks increasing, it became clear that anti-fascism 
needed to be put back on a wider agenda and a new national organisa¬ 
tion was required. One incident in particular led to its formation. In 
1984 the Greater London Council organised a large open-air rally and 
concert as part of their campaign against unemployment. Halfway 
through a group of 70 or 80 fascists appeared and attacked the audience 
and the bands on stage. Initially taken by surprise anti-fascists quickly 
reorganised and drove the fascists off. A retaliatory attack was launched 
on a fascist pub that evening to make up for the earlier lack of prepared¬ 
ness. The point was that the fascists were getting bolder, attacking large 
left-wing activities in broad daylight, and Red Action decided this had 
to be dealt with. A leaflet was drawn up and circulated to anyone inter¬ 
ested and as a result of this discussions took place with a variety of 
groups about launching a new anti-fascist organisation. A conference 
was called in the summer of 1985 and attended by 300 people represent¬ 
ing a wide range of groups. 

The militants, represented by groups like Red Action and the East 
London Direct Action Movement, made a crucial mistake at this confer¬ 
ence because although it was their initiative, acting on information 
received that the fascists would attack the meeting, they spent the whole 
meeting outside on stewarding duties. This meant that from the very 
outset the political orientation was being dictated by others. Political 
naivete played a part as well, the militants wrongly assuming that 
regardless of what was decided in meetings everything could be recti¬ 
fied on the streets, and when the fascists were themselves ambushed 
after the meeting this seemed to underline the point. Despite this error, 
which wouldn’t be resolved until the relaunch in 1989, the new organisa¬ 
tion quickly set about achieving some important results. For the first 
time in 5 years it wouldn’t just be small groups of militants keeping the 
anti-fascist movement alive with increasing police surveillance making 
it harder to be effective. 

The first activity took place in November 1985 when AFA took over 
the assembly point for the annual NF Remembrance Day parade. These 
parades were an important part of the fascists’ activities attracting sev¬ 
eral thousand at their height, providing an annual focal point for their 
supporters and frequently gaining media coverage. On this occassion 
the fascist stewards were unable to remove AFA and the NF march had 


to assemble elsewhere and was delayed for an hour. Not that dramatic 
but a signal of intent for the future. 

It is worth looking at the Remembrance Day marches over the next 
few years because they illustrate the differences within AFA. Although 
the larger left-wing organisations did not join AFA (eg. SWP Militant, 
Communist Party, etc.) it was made up of some smaller socialist and 
anarchist groups, various groups active within the race relations lobby 
like the Newham Monitoring Project and the Refugee Forum, Search¬ 
light, and non-aligned individuals. It ranged from militant anti-fascists 
who had seen the effect of physical confrontation on the fascists to 
groups who wanted to put pressure on the government to change vari¬ 
ous laws and fund particular projects. 

Initially the contrasting agendas worked together and when AFA 
called a National Demonstration on Remembrance Day 1986 over 2,000 
people responded, making it the biggest anti-fascist mobilisation since 
the 70s. It made the front page of the Daily Mail on the Monday morning 
which was a significant step in putting anti-fascism back on the agenda. 
The struggle between fascists and anti-fascists, fought on the streets 
around the country since the collapse of the ANL, had been almost com¬ 
pletely ignored up to this point. Front page coverage in a national news¬ 
paper was a step forward and highlighted the existence of AFA. 

The following year another march was called, basically because the 
previous one had been so successful and after the NF march a large con¬ 
tingent of fascists would make their way to Trafalgar Square to attack 
the Non-Stop Anti-Apartheid picket outside South Africa House. The 
AFA march was a way of getting a large number of anti-fascists into the 
area to confront the NF. which was successfully achieved. By 1988 there 
was an argument about a third march; around the question of what was 
the point of having the march. The march was getting smaller, the 
media had lost interest, and it was becoming an annual event with no 
discussion about its effectiveness. The militants were keen to oppose the 
NF on Remembrance Day but felt a march wasn’t the best way. It made 
it easier for the police to prevent anti-fascists confronting the marauding 
fascist gangs and previous unease about participating in an event which 
reeked of hypocrisy (the Establishment commemorating the death and 
destruction that they caused) became more of an issue. In the interests 
of‘unity’ the militants went along with the march again, and scored 
another notable success against the fascists afterwards. 

By 1989 the Remembrance Day march caused a split. The liberals 
called a march which attracted less than 300 (compared to 2,000 in 
1986) while the militants took over the fascists’ assembly point and con¬ 
trolled much of the surrounding area. A number of fascists were pre¬ 
vented from reaching their march and the NF were seriously delayed. 
Such was the pressure they were under, coupled with the defeats they 
had suffered in Trafalgar Square over the previous 2 years, that for the 
first time the NF didn’t try to attack the anti-apartheid picket after¬ 
wards, presumably relieved just to get out of the area in one piece. 

For the militants this episode highlighted a key component of anti¬ 
fascism - to be effective. There is no blueprint but any mobilisation must 
have a specific purpose. This doesn’t mean it has to be physical, getting 
national media coverage in 1986 was entirely valid, but anti-fascism 
must have a clear agenda. While the liberal agenda called for protests 
against fascist violence, for more police involvement, and for the State to 
deal with the problem of a growing Far Right, the militants were devel¬ 
oping a strategy that would stop the fascists being able to operate open¬ 
ly and challenge them in the constituency they had most success in - the 
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white working class. Rather than appealing to the victims of fascism the 
militant strategy was aimed at the potential recruits. 

The first 4 years of AFA’s existence weren’t negative, the decline of 
the NF Remembrance Day parade being one example of AFAs success. 
In 1986 an NF march in Bury St. Edmunds in Suffolk was so thoroughly 
disrupted that the then NF leader Nick Griffin (now a senior BNP fig¬ 
ure) actually stopped holding demonstrations altogether. 

Another area of fascist activity was the NF s White Noise Club, set 
up to promote fascist bands, but ‘financial mismanagement’ soon saw 
the bands break away from the NF to set up their own Blood and Hon¬ 
our organisation (B&H). By 1988 they had established themselves in 
London’s West End. getting 2 shops just off Carnaby Street to stock 
their merchandise and using local pubs as meeting places. At this time 
the European situation was changing rapidly with the Far Right gain¬ 
ing support in many countries. In Europe the fascist skinhead scene was 
an integral part of these moves and many European delegations arrived 
in Carnaby Street to meet Skrewdriver and B&H supremo Ian Stuart. 
Skrewdriver were the longest running fascist band and Stuart held a lot 
of influence on the scene. 

So there were domestic and international reasons to close down this 
centre of operations. AFA set up Cable Street Beat (CSB) in 1988 to 
address the problem of B&H and of fascists attacking gigs by bands 
they considered a problem - the Pogues (Irish), Desmond Dekker 
(black) and the Upstarts (socialist). Some high profile gigs were organ¬ 
ised and got national media coverage which allowed AFA/CSB to high¬ 
light the growing problem of fascism at home and abroad, and to pro¬ 
mote a strategy to deal with it - no platform. 

The key date in the campaign against B&H was 27th May 1989. The 
fascists had booked Camden Town Hall for a thousand strong rally, 
which at £10 a head would raise a fair bit of money. AFA discovered the 
venue and got it banned, despite opposition from Searchlight who want¬ 
ed to monitor the event, and called a counter-demonstration at the fas¬ 
cists redirection point, Speakers Corner. Hundreds of fascists were 
attacked and chased off and never made it to the rearranged gig in Kent, 
and later that evening one of the fascist shops was attacked and ran¬ 
sacked. So on one day B&H’s boast of being in control was cruelly 
exposed to an international audience and the last of their shops was 
forced to close down. Shortly afterwards Ian Stuart moved to he Mid¬ 
lands. Their efforts to operate openly and move into the mainstream had 
been defeated. 

The other important point about 27th May was the hundreds of anti¬ 
fascists who rallied to AFA’s call to confront the boneheads. This high¬ 
lighted another internal problem which was having an organisation but 
no structure that could accommodate activists. AFA had been ‘run’ by 
individuals who represented only themselves. This meant that in Lon¬ 
don, for example, half a dozen individuals could outvote the 2 Red 
Action delegates who represented 100+ stewards! 

Apart from the lack of democracy there were other hostile agendas 
at work, and at the very first national conference in 1986 a Searchlight- 
led anti-anarchist smear campaign was launched which led to Class 
War being suspended and all the other anarchist groups and Red Action 
walking out in solidarity. Red Action returned later to prevent the initia¬ 
tive being lost altogether. The following year there was an attempt to get 
Red Action expelled on a host of trumped up charges. These were 
defeated but clearly signalled that there was a fight on for the future 
direction and effectiveness of anti-fascism. The 1987 conference also 


saw a proposed name change for the organisation, from AFA to Anti- 
Racist Anti-Fascist Action (ARAFA). The significance of this was that it 
was an attempt to change AFA from having a very practical, sometimes 
physical, strategy designed to fight fascism that was meeting with 
growing success to a more conservative lobbying group, grant-funded 
and establishment friendly. This strategy is still familiar today, one of 
putting race above class. This move was also defeated. 

By 1989 these internal disagreements had come to a head over the 
Remembrance Day march and the good response to the May 27th 
mobilisation showed there was a receptive audience for militant anti¬ 
fascism. London AFA called a conference and relaunched itself around 
the original founding statement with the additional point that we were 
not fighting fascism to maintain the status quo but from a pro-working 
class position. On this basis the anarcho-syndicalist Direct Action 
Movement (DAM) rejoined (after the Class War walkout) along with 
the Trotskyist Workers Power. The liberals withdrew. 

So with Red Action, the DAM, Workers Power and non-aligned indi¬ 
viduals AFA started to reorganise. Branches were set up to accommo¬ 
date activists and a structure implemented that meant AFA was run 
from the bottom up; in other words controlled by the activists. AFA was 
now democratic and had an agreed strategy. 

While the Left spent most of the 80s failing to ‘kick out the Tories’ the 
militants in AFA recognised that it was the Far Right who had the poten¬ 
tial to recruit in the white working class. The first step in trying to build 
any progressive working class movement was to remove the fascist influ¬ 
ence from these areas. Only then, once the space was created, could the 
Left fill the vacuum. The Left’s failure to prevent the fascists from physi¬ 
cally dominating them meant that anti-fascism assumed a key role. 

The early AFA years had succeeded in getting anti-fascism onto a 
wider agenda and as the Far Right started to grow in this country and 
especially Europe it was an important achievement. This period had 
also shown that it was not possible to have an effective anti-fascist 
organisation with two contradictory strategies. The liberal anti-fascist 
strategy is Anyone But Fascists (ABF), as seen on the Isle of Dogs 
where a Labour council’s corruption and indifference to the local work¬ 
ing class population led to the situation where the Far Right, in the 
absence of any credible left-wing alternative, was able to get a councillor 
elected in 1993 (the BNP’s Derek Beackon). The ABF response was to 
campaign vigorously for the Labour Party in the next election, which 
succeeded in unseating the BNP, but leaves the situation unresolved 
with Labour back in power who were responsible for the problem in the 
first place. The militant strategy is more ambitious: create a n indepen¬ 
dent working class alternative to Labour and the BNP. Although this 
example is more recent, it summarises the contradictions that existed in 
the 1985-89 period. It is often wrongly assumed that the difference 
between liberals and militants is simply about the use of physical force, 
but in AFA’s case it was a political difference. The key questions are 
what does the organisation want to achieve, how does it intend to 
achieve it, and who is it orientated towards? 

With three national organisations on board it was now planned to 
expand AFAs field of operations. Although there were other AFA groups 
around the country the only group outside London organised around a 
militant strategy was in Manchester. Of the other groups the two best 
known were Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association (funded by the 
local council) and Leeds, both active but following a Searchlight pro¬ 
state agenda. 
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Almost as soon as AFA had been relaunched the BNP initiated their 
Rights For Whites campaign (RFW) in 1990. Starting in London's East 
End when a white boy was stabbed by Asians, it soon spread around the 
country and focused on the bad conditions experienced by an aban¬ 
doned white working class. The BNP started to work in local areas, 
dealing with local issues, and by August 1990 they won 25% of the 
white vote in a local election in the East End. While the electoral strategy 
showed a level of support for the Far Right, because the BNP held pub¬ 
lic election rallies and meetings it allowed AFA to play havoc with their 
organisation on the ground. 

This high level of anti-fascistactivity attracted increased attention 
from the State, who by 1990 were running sophisticated surveillance 
operations on AFA activities and activists. In September 1990 3 AFA 
activists were jailed for a total of 11 years for an attack on a prominent 
fascist skinhead; clearly meant as a deterrent. The level of fascist violence 
against AFA was also increasing, with a bomb being thrown into an AFA 
public meeting in east London in November 1990. (No one was injured.) 

The BNP had completely overtaken the NF as the dominant fascist 
party now and their activities started to cover the whole country. In 
Scotland they became active focusing on support for Ulster Loyalism 
rather than the traditional anti-black racism south of the border. 

As the temperature increased it was obvious the rest of the Left 
would become involved. Left-wing paper sales, especially the SWP, were 
being regularly attacked throughout the country and as the fascists con¬ 
tinued to pick up support the Left would suffer if AFA was seen to be the 
only organised opposition. Initially AFAs attitude was to approach these 
groups with a view to co-operation. Although there was no intention of 
surrendering AFAs independence or strategy it was felt the increased 
forces available to these groups could, if working to an agreed plan, 
increase the pressure on the fascists and help to stop the State picking 
off the militants. 

Having made the mistake in 1985 of allowing the militants to be out¬ 
manoeuvred and excluded, in the early 90s AFA was cautious about a 
larger group trying to swamp the organisation, however these concerns 
were unneccessary as AFAs approaches were rejected out of hand by the 
entire Left. 

Despite this 1991 saw AFAs most ambitious campaign to date being 
launched in east London, which had been made a national priority by 
the BNP. 60.000 leaflets were distributed on the estates, work was done 
with schools and community groups, the Unity Carnival attracted 
10,000 people, the fascist paper sale at Brick Lane was put under pres¬ 
sure, the BNP were forced out of local sympathetic pubs and in Novem¬ 
ber 1991 a 4,000-strong AFA demonstration marched through Bethnal 
Green - the supposed BNP heartland - completely unopposed. Young 
white Eastenders had seen the ‘lefty’ stereotype challenged and the 
BNP turned over, and contact was made with groups of young Asians. 
As 1991 drew to a close the situation looked promising, but all that was 
about to change. 

The Left did get involved, but not with AFA. and having withdrawn 
from anti-fascist politics since the 1970s they now launched their own 
anti-fascist groups. The SWP relaunched the ANL, Militant set up 
Youth Against Racism in Europe (YRE), and the Labour Party, Commu¬ 
nist Party and black careerists established the Anti-Racist Alliance 
(ARA). Shortly before the launch of these groups the damage the Left 
could do was seen in south London. 

A young black man, Rolan Adams, had been murdered by racists in 



fascist gets the wrong end of an argument (Hyde Park, 1989) 


Thamesmead. When the BNP announced they were going to march to 
the spot where he died a counter-demonstration was called. At the plan¬ 
ning meetings AFA argued that if the counter-demonstration moved at 
all it should only be towards the fascists, and yet on the day, despite out¬ 
numbering the fascists by 10 to 1, all the promises were broken and the 
entire Left marched away leaving AFA and some locals to mount a small 
rearguard action. 

Three months later things got even worse when the National Black 
Caucus announced a march on Bermondsey, only a few miles from 
Thamesmead, despite having done no local work and allowed the BNP 
to mobilise about a thousand locals against the “invasion of Bermond¬ 
sey". Racist rioting lasted several hours after the marchers escaped 
from the area. Shortly after this the ANL’s first public activity ended in 
disaster when unstewarded groups of inexperienced youngsters were 
led into a well prepared fascist ambush. Some were stabbed, others seri¬ 
ously injured. The stupidity of others was undermining the hard work 
that AFA had done over the years. Anti-fascism was being discredited. 

Despite these setbacks AFA continued to grow, launching its own 
magazine Fighting Talk in 1991 to give militant anti-fascists their own 
voice. This became increasingly important as other forces entered the 
anti-fascist arena and relations with Searchlight deteriorated. 

April 1992 saw the national relaunching of AFA which was now pur¬ 
suing the strategy vigorously, particularly in Scotland and the North 
West. The BNP were running a very active campaign around Rochdale, 
Oldham, and Burnley, towns just outside Manchester’s fascist-free 
zone. The success of AFA in disrupting the BNP’s efforts can be seen by 
the response of the police who arrested 2 AFA organisers the night 
before a planned activity in Rochdale. They were released without 
charge once the day was over. The level of confrontation was very high 
during this period, which included the now infamous Battle of Waterloo 
in September 1992. B&H and the BNP were working fairly closely 
together at this time and had hoped a successful gig (pre-gig interviews 
were arranged with the Press on Waterloo Station) would enable B&H 
to operate openly with all the political and financial advantages this 
would have created for the fascists. The anti-fascist victory once again 
put paid to their plans. 

Despite AFA’s superiority on the streets, which made it very difficult 
for the BNP to hold public events, they continued to gain political sup- 




port from sections of the community. 
AFA leaflets argued why people 
shouldn’t support the BNP - but 
never said what AFA stood for. It 
was a purely negative message. 

~ and where people had been aban- 
* doned politically it would take 
t more than an anti-fascist message 
to persuade them that the BNP 
1 were not the solution. As if to 
prove this point the BNP won a 
council seat on the Isle of Dogs in 
September 1993. 

AFA had deliberately adopted 
the single issue approach because when it was relaunched in 1989 
around a pro-working class position the political composition of the 
organisation ranged from Trotskyist to Anarchist. Stalinist to Social 
Democrat. To keep the necessary unity on the streets for the important 
battles at the time there had to be an agreement that AFA’s role was to 
create the space for a progressive working class organisation to fill; it 
wasn’t AFA’s job to fill it. By the time the BNP had won a council seat in 
1993 it was becoming increasingly clear that no one was willing or able 
to fill the vacuum. This was underlined by the Left’s support for Labour 
in the subsequent election 6 months later which saw the fascists lose 
their seat. The wheel had turned full circle, the Left had capitulated. 

Although the BNP lost their council seat they actually increased 
their vote by 30%. This continuing electoral success led to a radical 
change in policy by the BNP and in April 1994 they called what in effect 
was a ‘cease fire’. They issued a statement saying that there would be 
“no more meetings, marches, or punch ups.’’ They would now concen¬ 
trate on a Euro-Nationalist electoral strategy, hoping to emulate the suc¬ 
cess of the French FN. 

Undoubtedly the commitment and determination with which AFA 
implemented its confrontational approach forced the BNP off the streets 
- but the intensity of this period also proved too much for some of the 
groups in AFA. For some the physical demands proved to be too much, 
but politically it was becoming clear that AFA would have to break with 
the traditional Left and this also caused problems. It was Labour’s indif¬ 
ference to the white working class that allowed the BNP to appear as 
the radical alternative, and yet most of the Left wouldn’t break with 
Labour. Those that did had absolutely no credibility; to illustrate this 
point the Communist Party of Great Britain (formerly the Leninist) got 

1 /10th of the BNP’s vote when 
they stood in Tower Hamlets in the 
1992 general election. 

The situation in London was 
slightly different from the rest of 
the country, partly because the 
BNP felt they could build on the 
political base they already had 
% without the public activities, and 
partly because AFA was more 
established. The battle on the 
streets continued elsewhere for 
about a year. After B&H got 
smashed in London on May 27th 


1989. Ian Stuart moved to the Midlands to run the B&H operation from 
there because the fascists were relatively strong. By 1994 the tide had 
turned and both east and west Midlands were being fiercely contested 
with AFA setting its own agenda. In the North West the experienced 
BNP organiser retired’ at the beginning of 1995 due to the continual 
pressure from AFA and later that year the BNP’s public activities 
ceased in Scotland and the Midlands. To some it may seem that the war 
had been won, but the reality was that the conflict was simply moving 
into a new arena. 

The BNP’s change of strategy inevitably meant that AFA needed to 
adapt to the new situation, but the emergence of Combat 18 (Cl8) kept 
the prospect of street confrontation alive. Although it is now clear that 
C18 were set up by the State, primarily to examine links with Loyalist 
paramilitaries, there was also an attempt to divert AFA away from 
addressing the major political issue of the BNP’s growth by getting 
involved in ‘gang warfare’ with Cl8. Although they had previously 
existed as the BNP’s stewards group from the outset they were promot¬ 
ed by Searchlight and the media as something new and extremely dan¬ 
gerous. Something didn’t add up. C18 published hit lists and bomb 
manuals that broke every law possible and yet they were allowed to con¬ 
tinue. It was clear the State were pulling the strings and it was also clear 
that Searchlight and their supporters were heavily involved. 

At the same time that C18 were being built up as a paramilitary 
group similar attempts were being made against AFA. After the 
ANL/YRE demonstration against the BNP HQ in Welling in October 

1993 a World in Action TV programme blamed AFA for the violence, 
although AFA was not on the demonstration, and labelled AFA a ‘sinis¬ 
ter’ organisation operating ‘cell structures’. The State’s plans didn’t just 
involve the Far Right; AFA was going to be presented as the flip side of 
C18’s coin. Although AFA helped discredit the myth of C18 on the 
ground, in particular by disrupting the Ian Stuart Memorial concert in 

1994 and a UVF march in Central London in 1996, the role of Search¬ 
light in promoting them showed a greater allegiance to the State’s agen¬ 
da than the anti-fascist movement. 

As pressure on the street forced the BNP to make political adjust¬ 
ments. by 1994 AFA was also making changes. AFA recognised it was a 
three-cornered fight against the fascists, the State and the conservative 
Left. The damage that groups like the ANL did to anti-fascism has 
already been mentioned, but when they started claiming responsibility 
in their propaganda for AFA victories like Waterloo it was felt they must 
be publicly attacked. A 4-page leaflet called ‘Don’t believe the hype’ was 
produced to answer their lies and expose their strategy as being counter¬ 
productive. From this point on AFA was quite prepared to attack the con¬ 
servative Left. In the past AFA had been reluctant to get involved in what 
were seen as being internal arguments, but the result of this was that 
AFA was either written out of history or completely misrepresented. 

When John Tyndall (BNP leader) stood in an east London by-elec¬ 
tion in the summer of 1994 AFA produced a leaflet which took ‘anti-fas¬ 
cism’ as far as it could go. It described the BNP as being ultra-conserv¬ 
ative and showed their policies as being to the right of the Tories. In an 
area where people don’t vote Tory this was the best propaganda AFA 
could produce, and yet it was becoming increasingly clear that AFA was 
fighting the fascists with one hand tied behind its back. No progressive 
working class forces were moving in to fill the political vacuum that 
existed in working class areas and just being ‘anti’ BNP was not 
enough. On top of that the police actually prevented AFA from 
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distributing this leaflet while the BNP were allowed to canvass door to 
door. Militant anti-fascism was being criminalised. 

As the BNP’s public activities petered out, where there were clashes 
the police came down hard on AFA. An AFA mobilisation in Kirkby in 
the Midlands (April 95) was attacked with extreme force by riot police, 
one activist s leg being broken in 5 places. In Edinburgh shortly after¬ 
wards a plainclothes police squad attacked a small group of AFA 
activists and only revealed their identity when they started losing. 10 
AFA members were arrested. More recently public AFA activities have 
been subjected to heavy policing - suspected activists stopped in the 
street and photographed, special squads assigned to monitor AFA, cop¬ 
pers on the street armed with mugshots of suspected organisers, AFA 
groups surrounded on the street and held for hours. Interestingly, an 
anti-fascist protest in Central London (May 98) called by the ANL but 
not supported by AFA, had a very low key police presence; precisely 
because AFA wasn’t there. So although there is very little public fascist 
activity, when there is a great deal of time and money is spent by the 
State to prevent AFA from making an impact. 

Politically AFA addressed the problems thrown up by the BNP elec¬ 
tion successes, particularly in east London, by developing a new strate¬ 
gy. ’Filling The Vacuum’ was agreed in May 1995 and still remains the 
key to the future. Essentially ‘Filling The Vacuum’ recognises the limita¬ 
tions of only being ’anti' fascist and not being ‘for’ something else. The 
original AFA plan from 1989 of creating the space for a left-wing organi¬ 
sation to operate in worked well from the point of view of stopping the 
fascists from being able to physically control the streets, but no one 
came forward to take advantage of the situation. Now it is up to the 
anti-fascists to take the initiative and fill the vacuum in the absence of 
anyone else. The alternative is to allow the fascists a free run. 

The 'single issue’ aspect of AFA, introduced in 1989 to maintain 
unity as we entered an intense period of street activity, has run its 
course. Although AFA will always maintain its independence, militant 
anti-fascists must now see it as their duty to ensure that the vacuum is 
filled. The election of a Labour government in 1997, with the Tories dis¬ 
credited and divided after 18 years in power, gives the BNP the oppor¬ 
tunity to pose as the radical alternative. The battle for the streets has 
been replaced by the battle for hearts and minds, and it is in the direct 
self-interest of militant anti-fascists to get involved. The ‘revolutionary 
programmes’ of the Left are not relevant to working class people and the 
fascists know this. An independent working class movement can fill the 
vacuum if it addresses the concerns of ordinary people as its priority. 

In different parts of the country AFA activists have got involved 
with, or initiated campaigns around working class issues. This is the 
territory that the BNP have chosen to work in, successfully done in 
France, and this is where the new chapter of anti-fascism begins. 

CONTACT 

ANTI-FASCIST ACTION (CONDON) 

BM 1734 
London, England 
WCiN 3XX 






ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 


WANTED 

INFORMATION ON 
FASCIST ACTIVITY IN 
YOUR AREA 
(BNP-C18-NF) 

4 



WROTE TO 


BM1734, LONDON WCIN 3XX 

ALL INFORMATION TRgATFOTN TH€ 5Tftl£TS$T CONFIDt HCB 


WWW.geodtieS.COm/capitolhiU/senate/5602 
















HI OF THE LEFTIST HETTI 


H Report from Ret Mite {Berrney} 

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN GERMANY 

In the current period of economic crisis, the working class is, as ever, 
the victim, and it doesn’t look like much is going to change. While, until 
recently, new branches of production were continually developed which 
made up for rationalisation in the established industries, this practice no 
longer makes a serious dent in the crisis. New industries such as the 
much-praised telecommunications branch are starting off so thoroughly 
rationalised that there is no room for “improvement”— sinking profits 
and the decreasing number of workers required mean that mass-unem¬ 
ployment is now the norm. In Germany this amounts to a figure of 
approximately 4 million “basic unemployed” who are not going to go 
away, even allowing for the usual fiddling of the statistics. The middle- 
class is tightening its collective belt, and there’s nothing left over to keep 
the working-class quiet. The rights we fought for during the period of 
prosperity are being slowly but surely eradicated - the carrot-and-stick 
method of previous days has been altered - now only the stick is left. 
While the German trade unions and employers make plans to put an end 
to overtime pay, the SPD government has introduced plans to get young 
people back to work: practising application-form-filling and raking 
leaves in the park, otherwise your benefits are cut. 

And it’s not going to get any better. Our prediction is, that the only 
way the German state will be able to keep the working-class from 
rebelling against the continuing attacks on our standard of living will be 
through the use of massive repression. Since the early 1970s every mone¬ 
tary gain for the working-class has been cancelled out by rationalisations 
and poorer working conditions. The German state has increased its 
repressive tactics, from the murders in Stammheim . the state-of-emer- 
gency laws in the late 1960s and their use against the anti-nuclear move¬ 
ment in the 70s and 80s, bans of Kurdish organisations to their terrorist- 
style deportation practices and most recently the war in Yugoslavia. 

All this means, for us. that it is immpossible to fight fascism as a 
means of defending the present “democratic” system. The choice that 
presents itself is not between an increasingly intolerable “normal” state 
of affairs and fascism, but that of “socialism or barbarity”. 

A CHANCE FOR REVOLUTIONARIES, 

OR A CHANCE FOR THE NAZIS?! 

The increasing repression and exploitation mean that the Germans 
are no longer well-fed, sunburnt and content. The former East Germans 
in particular are losing their new-found loyalty to the middle-class sys¬ 
tem that gave them their “freedom”, and there is a general feeling of 
indifferent, unchanneled anti-capitalism on the air. This is hardly surpris¬ 
ing. given the 20-25% unemployment and ever worsening social situation 
in eastern Germany. And this seething dissatisfaction is searching for a 
form of political expression. But who benefits from all the frustration and 
aggression? Certainly not the Left! Right-wing and openly fascist parties 
like the NPD and DVU appear to embody a real opposition to the capital¬ 
ist system, with slogans like “revolution is possible” and “the real alter- 
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Hurray, the butter is gone! Goering, in his Hamburg speech: u lron has 
always made a country strong, butter and lard only makes people fat.” 

John Heartfield, 1935 

native". Recently, a former RAF defence lawyer, Horst Mahler, formed 
his own new-right organisation, the “National Movement"; once a sym¬ 
bol of radical rebellion in 1968, he has gathered many influential people 
under his banner. 

And the radical left continues to form alliances with the very groups 
that are discredited in the eyes of the working-class - trade unions. 
Greens, PDS.... It is no wonder that the Nazis come across as the only 
real alternative. 

OUT OF THE POLITICAL GHETTO... 

One of our “reasons for existing” as a revolutionary organisation 
has always been to move antifascist politics in Germany out of the so- 
called political “scene”, where we could only preach to the more or less 
converted, and into the real working-class world. Perhaps due to the 
misguided belief that the German working-class has been eradicated by 
post-war prosperity, many antifascists felt, and still apppear to feel, 
more comfortable in their own “ghetto” of squats, demonstrations and 
vegan cookery or working in alliance with middle-class representattives 
such as the Greens, the SPD or the East German PDS (party of 
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democratic socialism). 

There are two dangers in this kind of alliance. Firstly, working with 
non-revolutionary groups, we can only achieve half-measures- that is, the 
destruction of openly fascist parties and organisations, the defence of the 
rights of refugees and asylum-seekers,etc. But there is obviously no way 
to fight the roots of fascism and exploitation side by side with the SPD or 
the Greens, who are now fully integrated into the system. The motivation 
behind such alliances can only ever be a more or less radical humanism 
and the defence of the status quo. The second danger is that antifascism 
itself is then associated with the moralising brand of politics practised by 
such alliances and no longer taken seriously by the people it ought to be 
reaching: the working-class. Antifascist alliances such as in Rostock last 
year, where the Church and local do-gooders distributed butterfly stick¬ 
ers bearing the message "bunt statt braun" (multicoloured, not brown), 
or in Hamburg more recently where a fascist march was forced to change 
its location, prompting the comment. "Today is a good day for Hamburg, 
but a bad day for Bergedorf" do nothing to get those involved taken seri¬ 
ously by potential recruits of the Nazis. In fact they can do more harm 
than good. 

OUR ONLY CHANCE 

It is our job to be part of the everyday class struggle; to get involved 
wherever and whenever people start to fight the system, as a catalyst try¬ 
ing to lend a revolutionary perspective; and to get people fighting in the 
first place. This means connecting the various issues; clearly naming the 
class nature of fascism and its role in maintaining the balance of power; 
making it clear that there IS another alternative apart from fascism. We 
cannot continue, as antifascists, to concentrate purely on classical 
antifascist issues. We must understand antifascism as a part of the class 
struggle, a part which can only be effective in connection with other class 
issues:- unemployment protests, the fight for decent pay and housing, 
against deportations of refugees, and so on. And we must get to these 
issues before the fascists succeed in taking them away from us. 

PRACTICE 

Any theory will inevitably fall on deaf ears until it is put into practice. 
Despite the fact that several German antifascist groups had expressed 
interest in AFAs militant antifascist manifesto, there has been no sign 
that it has been put to the test in a practical sense. Someone has to get the 
ball rolling, and "if not us. who then?". The basic coordinates of our cam¬ 
paign are clear: no cooperation with discredited middle-class organisa¬ 
tions, a radical, working-class direction, concentration on the immediate 
problems of the working-class community whilst making it clear that 
there is no way out of the capitalist system but revolution. 

We have started off in the East Berlin area of Treptow. An industrial 
area since the turn of the century, the fall of the Berlin Wall brought ratio¬ 
nalisation, shutdowns, unemployment, misery and racism. Nazis from 
the West moved in, forming the “Kameradschaft Treptow” with locals, a 
non-party organisation of hardmen who have planted bombs in the flats 
of local politicians and have good contacts to the NPD( their most notori¬ 
ous member is Kay Diesner, who in 1996 shot the leg off a local left-wing 
bookshop owner and then went on the run, killing one policeman and 
injuring another, before being brought to bay by the German version of 
Special Branch, who showed remarkable self-control in dealing with a 
"cop killer”, only kneecapping him. But then the German justice system 
has always been notoriously blind in the right eye). The Kameradschaft's 


aim of converting the borough to a "national befreite Zone” (national lib¬ 
erated zone) has been partly achieved— racist violence in the form of 
arson attacks and throwing people out of moving trains has led all tourist 
guides to issue a strict warning: Stay away if you stand out. 

Working with other local left-wing groups we have formed th cam¬ 
paign "So oder so", meaning roughly “either one or the other”. Our aim 
is to break the increasingly right-wing hegemony, not by moralising 
about how bad the nazis are. but by highlighting the everyday problems 
and getting people active! Our first step was a series of posters to remind 
people of the alternatives:—’’poverty and unemployment or fighting 
exploitation”, “racist division or fighting together” and “nazi terror or 
antifascist resistance", hence the motto “either or”. We have since 
brought out a newspaper highlighting local issues, which so far has 
brought only positive reactions, and staged the first ever antifascist gig in 
Treptow, which was a modest success among the local punks and skin¬ 
heads. Despite the provocative motto "No go area for nazis”, we were not 
bothered by anyone but a few carloads of nazis who drove past, saw our 
security measures and obviously thought better of their plans for the 
evening! A public meeting on the latest SPD attack on the unemployed 
was unfortunately less well-attended. We plan further open meetings and 
attention-grabbing actions, as well as a demonstration in autumn under 
the slogan, ‘Against fatcats and fascists—Build resistance from below”. 

All in all. we have got off to a good start, but there is much more to be 
done. We need more contact to the man and woman on the street, to the 
kids in the youth clubs. We need to continue making our prescence felt 
and talking to local people. We need to offer a real alternative to the nazis, 
and alternative solutions. And hopefully, other antifascists in Germany 
and Europe will sit up and take notice, instead of constantly losing politi¬ 
cal ground and credibility to the fascists. We certainly don’t claim to offer 
any patent solutions— every situation is slightly different but the prob¬ 
lems of the working-class are similar everywhere. It’s our job to work on 
real alternatives. 


And the radical left continues to 
form alliances with the very 
groups that are discredited in the 
eyes of the working-class - trade 
unions, Greens, PDS... It is no 
wonder that the Nazis come 
across as the only real alternative. 
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ANTIFA FORUM # 4 


RASH RESISTANCE 


RASH Unites And Resistance Redskins 

RASH UNITED 

RASH (Red and Anarchist Skin Heads) United is an international 
network of skinheads who hold anti-fascist and radical Left-wing views. 
The purpose and goals of RASH may vary from individual member to 
individual member, but there are some that we all hold in common. 

To dispel the myth, in both the media and in mind of the general pub¬ 
lic, that all skinheads are racist. 

• To keep alive and expand the true skinhead subculture through 
means such as music (Oil. Ska, Reggae. Soul. Hardcore, Street 
Punk, etc.), fashion, fanzines, fliers, concerts, dancehalls, and 
gatherings. 

• To create a space for left-wing ideas to exist in the 
skinhead scene. 

• To combat, physically and politically, the existence of far-Right 
ideas in the skinhead scene. 

• To win back the good name of our subculture from the bone- 
heads and racists. 

• To articulate the connection between the young, working-class, 
multi-racial skinhead subculture and left-wing ideas. 

• To organize for the physical self-defense of left-wing skinheads 
from attack by all those who declare themselves our enemies. 

• To participate as an active, organized force of anti-racist 
skinheads in the radical Left and anti-fascist movements. 

• To make sure our vision of the anti-fascist radical Left 
(working-class, multi-racial, street based and militant) 
continues to exist. 

Or. to sum it all up with the classic Oi! motto, our goals can best be 
described as “having a laugh and having a say ”! 

As our network expands, so too do our goals and purpose. 

The most important activity of RASH members is working on the 
local level to build crews of like-minded skinheads. The crew is the basic 
organizational form of the network. 

We promote the idea of regular RASH local meetings to discuss 
business and the state of scene affairs. The US/Canadian RASH sec¬ 
tion organizes two gatherings a year, to discuss RASH activities in our 
respective countries. RASH members also make frequent informal road 
trips between cities for special occasions (big shows or demonstrations, 
etc.) or just to hang out and kick back. 

RASH sections publish sporadic Update Bulletins and fanzines with 
information on skinhead and political culture and activities. We also 
publish fliers and pamphlets for information sharing and outreach to 
those sympathetic to our struggle. An internal discussion bulletin is 
published on-and-off to develop our direction, share ideas and discuss 
current events. 

Individuals in RASH play in skinhead music groups and release 
records and CDs. RASH organizes concerts, dancehalls and picnics to 



fundraise and have fun. In order to get our name and message out to the 
world, we produce and distribute pins, patches, shirts, stickers and 
videos. In recent years we have even gone online, and there are several 
RASH web pages and an e-mail listserv. 

RASH members also work with non-skinhead anti-fascist and left- 
wing political groups and coalitions of their choice, to make allies and 
spread our ideas. We frequently attend political demonstrations, 
protests, forums and conferences as a group. We work with sympathetic 
media to get news stories about our existence and activities out to the 
general public. 

Finally, RASH skins like to party and go out drinking together. We 
attend soccer matches and non-political concerts in order to build a 
presence, to get our ideas out to new kids and to confront our political 
enemies. This also builds camaraderie, a fighting spirit and a sense of 
fun sorely lacking in most left-wing political groups. 

JOIN OR SUPPORT RASH 

RASH is open to all skinheads who hold radical left-wing views, 
regardless of political tendency. As long as you’re willing to work in a 
principled manner with others who may hold left-wing views different 
then your own, RASH is the place for you. 

Non-skinheads can not be members of RASH. However, in the US 
and Canada we do have a “supporter” status for those sympathetic to 
our beliefs and struggle. Such supporters hang out with RASH crews, 
participate in activities and have access to all the Updates. Newsletters 
and other reading material. But supporters do not have the power to 






vote on US/Canadian RASH decisions. In this way, RASH will always 
be a skinhead network, first and foremost. (For ‘‘supporter” status out¬ 
side the US and Canada, write to your local group). 

Membership criteria varies from country to country Here in the US 
and Canada, prospects must apply for membership at one of the twice- 
yearly US/Canadian RASH gatherings. After applying for membership, 
you’re given ‘‘candidate for membership” status for 6 months. During 
this time, you’re expected to work to build RASH and yourself, and to 
make a name for yourself by proudly standing up in the skinhead scene 
as a RASH member (no matter the physical or psychological odds). 

It helps to contact and get to know the RASH group closest to your 
area so they can vouch for your request for membership. This is 
important as these are the people you will be working most closely with 
in the future. 

We have instituted this “candidate” period to keep the flakes and 
“suburban rebels” out of RASH. Our members must have dedication, 
heart and be in this for the long haul, as the reputation of all of RASH 
rests in each and every one of us. We are only as strong as the weakest 
link in our chain, and when people decide they are going to become red¬ 
skins out of convenience, or just for a year or two, or to recruit youth to 
their particular political party it makes us all look less legitimate as 
skinheads. Revolutionary skinhead is our way of life, and we are devot¬ 
ed to it. Some people believe it is wrong for us to exclude people we 
don't think are genuine, and to this we say that we are not a charity. If 
we don’t feel RASH is for you, then we suggest you join one of the hun¬ 
dreds of other leftist groups out there, or start your own redskin organi¬ 
zation. 

After the 6 month “candidate” period, you’re then voted into the 
organization at the next US/Canadian gathering, providing no one rais¬ 
es objections to you or your actions. If objections are raised, then there 
is a discussion and all grievances are aired. After that, a vote is taken 
with 3/4 needed to vote you in. If you are not accepted, you may reapply 
for membership for another 6 months. 

Outside of the US and Canada, we recommend contacting the clos¬ 
est RASH group in your region and requesting further membership 
information. Or write to the NYC group, and we will help you out. 
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE REDSKIN 
MOVEMENT IN BOGOTA, COLOMBIA 

The Resistencia Redskin (Redskin Resistance) was formed in 1990. 
Prior to this, redskin groups hadn’t existed in Colombia. From the out¬ 
set, this small group benefited from the experience of it’s founding 
members who had participated in groups such as the Union de Jovenes 
Patriotas (UJP - Union of Patriotic Youth). 

Coming from an environment heavily influenced by the Union 
Patriotica (UP - Patriotic Union) affected us in one way or another. As 
such, we went through the breakup of the UJP the UP’s loss of autono¬ 
my from the Partido Comunista Colombiano (PCC - Colombian Com¬ 
munist Party), the government’s repression against leftist militants, and 
the increasing loss of organizational spaces and headquarters of leftist 
groups. 

Around 1993 we started to work in working class neighborhoods, 
basing ourselves in the cultural work of the Chaos and Control Associa¬ 
tion and totally separate from groups like the UP and the PCC. At the 
same time we participated in the creation of a local chapter of SHARP, 
founded in 1994. 

The work of the Chaos and Control Association came to an abrupt 
albeit temporary end in 1996 as a consequence of the repression the 
state was unleashing against popular organizations (search raids, 
arrests, etc). As for SHARP, they maintained their theoretical ideas but 
in practice did otherwise, so we stopped working with them. 

For these reasons we decided to concentrate on building a solid base 
for the Redskin movement through internal education, work with the 
music scene and linking our work with the working class communities. 
The priority was placed on activities that lead to organizing people and 
building contacts with others who might be interested in our ideas. 

On an international level, the Redskin movement has a history of 
ups and downs. Following a small surge in the mid-80s, pushed by an 
important music scene and political work that related to the needs of the 
moment, the beginning of the 90s saw us living in a bit of a dark age. 
This situation, coupled with political apathy, kept us marginalized and 
in the background compared to groups like SHARP 

Today, despite the resurgence of the so-called apolitical movement, 
the Redskin scene is going through a renewal and discovering itself 
again. This is largely due to the advent of RASH (Red and Anarchist 
Skinheads) and to the consolidation of independent European projects. 
The antifascist movement is beginning to devote space to the idea that it 
is not enough to denounce the fascist violence; we also have to act 
against the system that generates and allows that violence. 

It is up to us whether the movement grows again or is left to stag¬ 
nate. We must be ready for any change - positive or negative - that 
might occur. 

Up to now, one of our shortcomings has been the lack of a good 
organization in replacement for “a circle of friends”. The facts have 
demonstrated that the latter are not functional when certain difficulties 
arise. The Redskin Resistance is comprised solely by active brigades. 
We would like to recruit new members, but this is not a goal in itself. 
New members must have clear leftist ideas and must be familiar with 
our projects and goals in general. 

As revolutionaries, we must have a social base in the working class 
communities, otherwise we will be no more than record and sticker col¬ 
lectors. We will not be a closed circle either, which is why our work is 
designed to motivate our sympathizers (punks, rappers, etc) to form 







their own leftist organizations and to coordinate activities with them. 

As far as the Skinhead scene is concerned, it's still important to edu¬ 
cate people to the fact that real skins are not fascist. We must also fight 
the so-called apoliticals who at the end of the day are nothing more than 
accomplices to the fascists, inside and outside the scene. We support the 
work of other anti-racist skins as long as they respect the Redskins, the 
anarchists, and homosexuals and are not linked with the fascists. We 
are an organization open to all skinhead tendencies (ska, oi, reds) and 
leftists (anarchists, communists, socialists). We aim for the unity of the 
entire revolutionary left. If unity with other leftist organizations is not 
possible, we will work separately and avoid confrontations with them. 

CONTACT 

RASH NYC 

PO Box 365, Canal St. Station, 

NYC 10013-0365 
USA 

RASH UNITED WEBSITE 

http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/3475 

RASH FUTBOL 

http://www.columbia.edu/~tlm16/RASH.Futbal.html 

RESISTENCIA REDSKIN 

http://members.tripod.eom/~ Pakito/index.html 


RESOURCES ON COLUMBIA 

INTERNET 

ANNCOL (Agenda de Noticias Nueva Colombia) 

<http://home3.swipnet.se/~w-34817/> 

This independent left-wing news agency publishes information in many 
different languages on the situation in Colombia. Highly recommended. 

FARC-EP (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia - 
Ejercito del Pueblo) 

<http://burn.ucsd.edu/-farc-ep> 

Homepage of the oldest and largest of Colombia's guerrilla movements. 
This Spanish-language site has statements and interviews from the FARC- 
EP as well as historical and cultural material. The FARC-EP has also pub¬ 
lished an extensive document on the far-right paramilitaries, narco¬ 
traffickers and the Colombian military which can be found at: 
<http://burn.ucsd.edu/~farc-ep/Documentos/paramilitares.htm> 

Colombia Popular 

<http://www.nadir.org/nadir/initiativ/rpl/index.htm> 

German solidarity page on Colombia sympathetic to the ELN (National 
Liberation Army), Colombia's second largest guerrilla movement. 
Information in german, Spanish and english. 

Colombia Support Network 

<http://www.igc.apc.org/csn> 

NGO network in the U.S. which is "striving to improve the human rights 
situation in Colombia and build solidarity between the peoples of North 
America and Colombia." Despite its liberal orientation ("opposes 
violence from all parties... in the conflict") it does important work around 
the human rights situation in Colombia. 

BOOKS 

"Colombia: Inside the Labyrinth" by Jenny Pearce (Latin 
American Bureau and Monthly Review, 1990) 

"Colombia: The Genocidal Democracy" by Javier Giraldo, 
S.J. (Common Courage Press, June 1996) 









The spectre of fascism is haunting Europe. Having cast off 
the burden of the Holocaust the far-right has re-invented 
itself. Fascism is once again on the move. As m approach 
the millennium , we are witnessing a fascist renaissance. 

1. REARGUARD \ 

Fascism Is the vanguard of reaction, therefore Anti-fascism 
is by definition a rear guard response. The re-emergence of 
the far-right represents a political as well as physical 
threat to all progressive and working class people and 
organisations, and other oppressed groups that are used 
as scapegoats by fascism. This is self evident, yet today, in 
many countries, the political threat is either talked down 
or ignored, while the physical threat is dealt with theoreti¬ 
cally rather than practically. 

2 . LEGALITY 

Many comfortably hide from reality by proclaiming that if 
the far-right of the 1990's do not resemble Hollywood 
Nsazis in appearance or speech, they must then be regard¬ 
ed as harmless democrats. Consequently, only anti-racist 
campaigns carried out strictly within the confines of legal¬ 
ity can be justified by way of protest. Others pretend that 
only skinheads are fascists, so if there are no skinheads 
there are no fascists and so on. 

3. LOSING HABITS 

The fact is the middle class Left do not want to fight and 
they lost the habit years ago. The struggle frightens them, 
so they invent excuses. Since 1945 the Left has failed the 
working class throughout Europe. Dogma and fake formu¬ 
las caused that failure: loyalty to bankrupt doctrines in the 
fight against fascism simply compound the mistakes. 
Fascism is not the cause of the Left's collapse but the pun¬ 
ishment for it. iililiS|ll|Ss^|iliBpliiSiiiillii|P!lfflllili 

4. SEPARATE 

The function of militant anti-fascism is to first separate out 
those who want to fight from those who do not. Once that 
distinction has been achieved unity amongst the militants is 
essential. 

5. COMMON ENEMY 

Anti-fascism is not the appropriate politicalarena for ideo¬ 
logical debate: for unravelling historic rivalries between 
Stalinism and Trotskyism; Marxism and Anarchism, or the 
choosing of sides in national or International conflicts. 
We have a common enemy, and if the enemy is to be 
defeated then what unites rather than divides us must 
have primacy, 

6. SUCCESSFUL CHALLENGE 

On the other hand the ambition of militant anti-fascism is 
not just to see the threat posed by the far-right to the exist¬ 
ing political order removed, so that the social conditions 
that gave rise to the threat can once again be safety 
ignored. On the contrary, it is not for militant anti-fascism 
to argue that radical change is not needed; instead our pri¬ 
mary role is to ensure that if a successful challenge to the 
establishment Is mounted, It comes only from the left. 

7. IMPETUS OR EXCUSE 

The philosophy that governs every modem bourgeois 
state is the ability to respond to economic cycles of boom 
and slump by adopting the political form compatible with 
the economic reality. This is the capitalist system’s tradi¬ 
tional safeguard. Reactionary arguments which manifest 
themselves in the propaganda and activities of far right 
parties serve as the impetus (or excuse) that steers the 
capitalist state toward a suitably reactionary haven. A 
fascist movement does not have to be large to achieve this 
effect. 


8. SUBVERSIVE 

Militant anti-fascism is automatically deemed subversive, 
if and when it threatens to deny to the ruling powers the 
opportunity to exercise this fascist option. Consequently 
these organisations are subject to all types of surveillance 
and dirty tricks; telephone taps and interference with mail; 
exposures in the media; alleged terrorist links; punitive 
sentences, agent provocateurs and so on. 

9. CREATING SPACE 

The objective of the state is to make effective anti-foscism 
untenable. The strategy is to make confrontational tactics 
ineffective on the one hand while criminalising the mili¬ 
tants on the other. The expectation is that If militant tactics 
are abandoned the space will exist for a far-right agenda to 
flourish. Capitalist parties only regard government by 
decree to be inappropriate so long as it is able to maintain 
its position intact with the help of democracy. History 
shows that their commitment to even their own parliamen¬ 
tary democracy is not reliable. 

10. COMMUNIST MENACE 

For the first time since the 1930’$ the far right has surfaced 
nationally, and simultaneously; in many countries across 
the continent. Since the mid ’Bo’s the far-right has set the 
agenda in France, changed the German constitution, been 
a partner in government in Italy and secured 27% of the 
vote In national elections in Austria. While the parallels 
with the pre-war scenario are clear there is one vital differ¬ 
ence. Communism, long recognised as fascism’s natural 
enemy, which pre-war had the support of millions of work¬ 
ing class people, no longer exists. The demise of the ’com¬ 
munist menace* has meant that there is now often no need 
for the visibly menacing counter threat. The battle for con¬ 
trol of the streets need not be fought if control of the 
streets Is not being contested, if there is no physical dan¬ 
ger fascism does not need a private army. If the end can be 
achieved without the traditional means, there Is no need 
for the rough stuff. 

11. RADICAL/RESPECTABLE 

And with a violent putsch being out of the question the fas¬ 
cists can appear both radial - and - respectable at the same 
time. They recognise that the radial/respectable combina¬ 
tion is particularly vital in the political seduction of the mid¬ 
dle classes. In addition, with 30 million unemployed in 
Europe and parliamentary democracy advertising an indiffer¬ 
ent impotence, sections of the working class, not least the 
unemployed themselves, have already been, and will contin¬ 
ue to be, susceptible to the far-righfs pseudo radicalism, 

«. CROSS-CLASS UNITY 

The comer stone of the strategy favoured by the liberal 
anti-racists, the conservative Left and sections of the media 
is to demand legislative or direct action from the state to 
curb the propaganda or activities of right wing extremists. 
The logic of this strategy requires cross class unity and ulti¬ 
mately collaboration between anti-fascism and elements of 
the state. 

13. the PROPER CREDENTIALS 

This approach results in the far-right’s radical credentials 
being established in the minds of the very elements seek¬ 
ing social or political change not by a Goebbeils-like figure 
but by the efforts and propaganda of the opposition. 
Anti-fascism instead of being identified with a radial pro¬ 
working class position is publicly and indelibly identified 
with the status quo. The result is that the sections of soci¬ 
ety seeking change are literally forced into the arms of the 
far-right while the tactics demanded by the liberals of the 
state are thereafter employed with relish against alt oppo¬ 
nents of the status quo. 


bttp://bun.imi.Hli/~iiiifn 

14. LESSER EVIL 

In an effort to justify this collaboration with parliamentary 
parties that for reasons of electoral expediency show def¬ 
erence to the prejudices of the far-right, the conservative 
Left will quote the principle of’the lesser evil*; which trans¬ 
lated means a far-right agenda being implemented without 
the necessity of the far-right taking power. As fascism 
tends to be fuelled rather than exhausted by concessions, 
this cowardice allows fascism to creep up insidiously. 

*5- OPPONENTS ORGANISED 

The first step toward clawing back the situation is to recog¬ 
nise that across Europe and beyond, ail the opponents of 
militant anti-fascism are organised. The far-right, state 
security and the pacifists of the middle class Left network, 
separately, and occasionally together, work to sideline, 
criminalise, and ultimately crush the militant resistance. 
Though on the surface each is In pursuit of different objec¬ 
tives, It Is undeniably the momentum of the far-right that is 
setting the political agenda to which the others are forced 
to respond, 

*6. ISOLATION 

Up to now the only people not orpnised on European and 
International lines are the sections regularly condemned as 
extreme by all quarters. It is the political activists most like¬ 
ly to face isolation in their own countries, the orpnisations 
with most to gain from international solidarity and cross- 
border collaboration, that lack at present even the rudi¬ 
ments of a network. The militants must also be orpnised. 

17, MEANS TO AN END 

In doing so we must recognise that militant anti-fascism is 
a means to an end rather than an end in itself. In many coun¬ 
tries the far right are winning the battle for the hearts and 
minds of the working class hands down. We an stop them 
but only by attempting to put the whole process into 
reverse. 

t8. A NEW LEFT 

In the past anti-fascist fighters came from the large revo¬ 
lutionary and progressive orpnisations. They were com¬ 
munists, anarchists and socialists first. Their involvement 
with anti-fascism being a result of the Left in general sur¬ 
rendering the political initiative. Today the old Left is in 
meltdown, and we must learn from their mistakes and 
draw up new strategies. While historically, the anti-fascist 
movement was created by a coalition of the left, today it is 
evident that a new Left can only spring from within the 
forces of militant anti-fascism, 

*9. AMBITION 

The ultimate guarantee apinst the far-right further 
penetrating the mainstream is not a strong anti-fascist 
movement but a strong politically independent working 
class movement. The far-right have re-invented them¬ 
selves and we must do the same. To do so we must first 
match their ambition. 

20. VICTORY 

Ultimately the challenge for militant anti-fascism is not 
merely to destroy the fascist’s Influence in all areas of 
working class life. The real challenge, if our efforts are to 
culminate in victory, is to set out how to replace them 
there. For this to happen. It will be inadequate to simply 
refute nationalism’s revolutionary challenge to the corrup¬ 
tion and decadence of the political elite. 

For militant anti-fascism to take root in working class 
communities it must retain the ability to out-violence the 
fascists, but in the battle for hearts and minds it must also 
cultivate the ambition to out radicalise them. 












“Todaij. we haue opportunities before us which, if propertij exploited, could result in an America where abortion man 
indeed be perfect^ legal, but no one can get one. Ihe political importance of that is that in such an enuironment the 
forces still fighting to keep abortion legal would be much smaller, and far easier to deal with, than the ones we face 
now. In other words, if we make abortion unauailable, it will be a lot easier to make it illegal.” 

from “Firestorm: A Guerrilla Strategy For A Pro-Life America” 
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